
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting 

November 20, 2016 
7:30 PM 

 
Council members present:  Mike Hower, Todd Maloy, Jerry Partlow, Rob Harper, Nancy Buffum, 
Eric Halter, Cindy Gesme, Kim Stewart Becky Luethy, Pastor John Mann, Richard Leimgruber and 
Renato Cataldo. 
 
Others present:  Steve Paquette, Amy Jones, Morris Larson, Jennifer Spohr, Don Stuewe, and a few 
guests. 
 
Recording Secretary: Council rotation – Nancy Buffum 
 

 

 Call to Order: 7:30pm 

 Pastor opening prayer 
o Pastor opening prayer—gospel reading for Thanksgiving—reminder of Tuesday service 

@ St. Anselm 
 

 TLC Updates and Discussions 
 

o Call Committee Process Update – Our MSP was approved by the Central States 
Synod and is on file for prospective pastors to review. 

 The approved MSP was sent to ELCA and the process has begun.  The Call 
Committee will keep the congregation posted.  

 
o Status of Stewardship Campaign 

 Most of the pledging is on target and as expected based on previous years.  The 
council hopes to conclude the budget and publish a preliminary version to the 
council soon. 
 

o Treasurer Report for 2016 
 The report indicated we are on target for the end of 2016.  The staff and council 

have done a great job keeping expenses low as the contributions have increased 
to maintain the TLC budget. 
 

o 2017 Budget Preparation and Review 
 There was a lengthy discussion about multiple expenses and revenue items.  

Several adjustments were made based on input from those attending.  Overall, 
the council plans to present a balanced budget to the congregation in 2017.  The 
next budget review session for the congregation will be December 11th at 
8:30am. 
 

o Revival Discussion -  Jerry Partlow 
 Idea #1 - I’ve been thinking about Pastor Mann’s suggestion, expressed during 

preparation of the Mission Site Profile, that the various users of our facility 
represent an untapped resource for both mission and growth. 

 Idea #2 – Last year I attended a lecture by Dr. Jay Abramson, a Baptist pastor 
from Avon CT, who reported on a five-year prayer ministry that contributed 
substantially to a major revival and renewal of his congregation.  He started by 



himself two evenings a week, calling each family and announcing that he would 
pray for them and asked for suggestions about what requests or thanksgivings 
he might include. He did not ask whether they wanted or needed prayer, but only 
stated his intention to pray for each of his members. Sometimes he only talked to 
voicemail but eventually reached most everyone. The prayer group eventually 
expanded to five members meeting every two weeks intending to call each family 
every two months. 

 The Combination – Since Trinity needs to do a better job of connecting and 
caring for its members, I would like us to adopt Dr. Abramson’s program.  We 
have a precedent at Trinity in the Elders group which used to “check-in” with 
members regularly.  Trinity’s Elders were, unfortunately, disbanded by the ELCA 
bishop shortly after the synod was formed.  I suggest the program be expanded 
to call on pre-school families and perhaps other Trinity facilities’ users, as well. 
The prayer calls should be a Christian service of faith and not an explicit 
recruiting tool. If we are true servants, I’m sure the Holy Spirit will do his (or her) 
will. 

 

 Updates from Teams (3 min. each) 
 

o Worship MIT:  See the attached below. 
o Missional Service MIT:  Nothing new to report 
o OSC/Finance:  There was a discussion about charging a deposit for rental space.   
o Endowment Committee:  Thanks to everyone who has helped this year and a Tax 

planning session is scheduled to service the members. 
o Education MIT:  Jerry and Don are working with Chuck Parrott to fill dates as needed. 
o Small Group MIT:  Nothing new to report. 

 

 Council Closed Session 
 
 

 
 

Worship Committee Minutes 11.17.2016 
 

 Pastor Mann opened the meeting with prayer. 

 Reflections on Reformation and All Saints Services: Positive response to Fr. Finbarr’s 
participation; Candle lighting for All Saints, very moving; Suggestion that in the future the Book 
of Remembrance be carried to the Altar each service in November. 

 Discussion regarding placing the Book of Remembrance in the Narthex, making it available 
throughout the year for parishioners to include additional names.  Pierre Belleville responsible 
for acquiring table and permanent placement of the Book. 

 Upcoming Services: Christ the King (11.20) will be a festival service (Eucharist will be sung).  
Theme will be the Reign of Christ.  There will be a special intercessory prayer for the 
homeless. 

 Advent begins 11.27.  Using Setting 5, more chant-like and solemn.  No final hymn, 
congregation dismissed after benediction.   

 During Advent through Epiphany we will commune at the rail, with the exception of Christmas 
Eve.   

 12.4 (9AM) service will be Lessons and Carols.  (11:15) due to time constraints will be usual 
service. 



 12.24 services at 4 and 7:30.  Communion will be continuous.  4PM will be a Children’s/Family 
service.  7:30 will be Adult/Family. 

 12.25 and 1.1.2017, one service at 9AM, communing at the rail. 

 Bob Hick will coordinate ushers for Christmas Eve.  Christmas Day will be the responsibility of 
the December usher team, Pierre Belleville. 

 Advent decorations will be growing each week leading to Christmas.  The Season will continue 
through Epiphany.  There will be an intentional celebration of the 12 Days of Christmas 
(following the Wise Men and the Star).  Recognition of the Season will conclude with the 
Children’s Epiphany Program. 

 
 
 


