
Mission Team Minutes 
September 12, 2017 

 
Attendees: Peggy Schaefer, Christie Tietjen, Leslie Steinmeyer, Norma Anderson, Rob Harper, Kathy 
Gaal, Amy Jones (guest) 
 
Kathy opened the meeting with prayer. 
 
Response to Hurricanes Harvey & Irma: Communication from CSS was reviewed. Discussion was held as 
to the best way to respond to needs of those impacted by the hurricanes. It was determined at this time 
the best action is to promote donations to Lutheran Disaster Response. Donations received from Trinity 
will quality for matching funds so it is preferred that the Trinity family funnel donations through Trinity. 
There will probably be a time for “hands on” assistance-possibly into 2018. Peggy is in contact with a 
representative of LDR and other Area 10 congregations and will keep the team advised of needs. Peggy 
agreed to send Leslie information for the October Trinitell. 
Attendees unanimously agreed to contribute $5000.00 to LDR. 
 
Follow up from Conversations with the Mission Team: 

Preschool: Kathy reported that Council advised Trinity’s bylaws include the option to establish a 
Preschool Advisory Team and reviewed the bylaw. As it appears the intent of the team is more 
administrative, it was agreed this did not fit the intent of the missional opportunity. Kathy has 
reached out to Carol to advise of interest is the preschool as a mission opportunity and 
requested a meeting with her. A response is pending. 
Scholarship/Tuition Assistance: Kathy received confirmation from Steve Paquette that 
memorial funds are available that could provide assistance. The team agreed this does not fall 
under the work of the Mission Team and should be referred back to Council. 
Survey of Talents & Interest: Kathy reported Council agreed that the survey be a part of the 
Stewardship campaign. At this time, a chairperson for the campaign has not been identified. 
Peggy and Kathy will work on the survey and coordinate with the chairperson. 
Walking Together: Dave Luethy provided an update via email which was forwarded to the team 
prior to the meeting. No additional discussion took place. 
Another Conversation with the Mission Team: It was agreed that another session will be held 
during the Adult Ed hour on 2/11/18. 
 

Other Updates/Follow Up 
God’s Work Our Hands Sunday: Leslie advised the event went well. In addition to the donations, 
it was a good fellowship event. Uncompleted kits for the caps for newborns remain. Anyone can 
take a kit; Itch to Stitch will also work on them. 
Charity of the Month: Leslie reported November will be LFCS Christmas campaign. The team 
agreed to Circle of Concern, with specific request for soups, for October (October is Hunger 
Awareness month). December is TBD – could possibly be for supplies needed for the hurricane 
clean-up efforts. 
Lantern Hill: Rob reviewed plans for the weekend of Dec. 1-3, when Abby Williams will be in St. 
Louis. Plans include a fellowship event Friday evening, Trivia Night fundraiser Saturday & Abby 
will participate in services on Sunday. Rob proposed Trinity establish a partnership with Lantern 
Hill. It was requested and Rob and Amy agreed to provide the team with more information on 
what the partnership would mean. This will be provided in the October meeting. Their goal is to 
receive concurrence of the Mission Team at that meeting, obtain congregational concurrence in 



November and present the partnership when Abby is in St. Louis in December. Rob will advise 
Council of the above. 
Rob advised Lantern Hill’s operating costs are approximately $2500/month. He requested $5000 
be provided. After discussion, it was unanimously agreed to provide $2500 at this time. 
Additional support will be revisited later in the year. 
Meals Do Matter-Food from Cooper’s Hawk: Christie advised an initial look into this has taken 
place and it may be a good fit for Meals Do Matter. Additional conversations with Cooper’s 
Hawk will take place. 
Crop Walk-Oct. 1: Peggy provided information on options for designations for funds raised. She 
suggested Trinity youth participate. Amy agreed to communicate to the youth-Peggy will 
forward information & registration forms to her. 
Feed My Starving Children-Oct. 22: Peggy confirmed Trinity has committed to 10 slots. 
Reformation 500 Build (Habitat for Humanity): Peggy advised date(s) have not yet been 
determined. It will now probably be in October. 
Fair Trade: Peggy advised the event will be held Dec. 3. Peggy will not be available that day so 
she has reached out to Corlyn Salisbury for assistance on that day. 
Interfaith Group: Peggy reported the group, which includes Jewish, Hindu, Muslim & Christian 
members, continues to meet. A gathering was recently organized to increase awareness of the 
Rohingya humanitarian crisis in Myanmar. The group is currently working on a statement on 
DACA. The basis of this statement will be the statements from the individual faith groups. 
Russian Companion Synod: Peggy reported that support of congregations in the Synod for 
Pastor Lapencecko has declined since the initial request last year. She requested an additional 
$500 (one month salary) be provided. This was unanimously approved. (Note: Christie & Leslie 
had left the meeting when this was discussed. The remaining members agreed that a quorum 
remained.) CSS is working to get more congregations involved in support.  
Church in Society: Peggy reported the synod wide Advocacy Network is active and focuses on 
issues of hunger, poverty & the environment. As CSS covers two states, she is working to 
organize specific teams for Missouri & Kansas. All are welcome to join. 


