
Mission Team Meeting Notes 
March 7, 2018 

 
Attendees: Kathy Gaal, Rob Harper, Linda Lemke, Leslie Steinmeyer, Christie Tietjen 
 
Kathy opened the meeting with prayer. 
 
1. Kathy reviewed the allocations approved at the last meeting (below). Italics indicate funds that are allotted in order 

to be available to support the event and will be used if needed. The allocation for West County Interfaith Discussion 
Group, previously not in italics, was updated to italics.   

Gateway180 $10,000 
Meals Do Matter $2,500 
Offering of Letters $100 
Lantern Hill $7,000 
Russian Companion Synod Salary $1,000 
Fair Trade Event $100 
God’s Work Our Hands Sunday $1,000 
Feed My Starving Children – Good Shepherd $2000 
Feed My Starving Children – No. County $1000 
Bibles for Preschool $250 
Interfaith Ministry $500 
Women’s Care Center – All Among Us $2000 
Area 10 Cooperative TBD 
ELCA Good Gifts/World Hunger TBD 
Total $27,450 

 
Discussion of whether funds should be sent now or if we should wait was held. Following are the decisions: 

• Lantern Hill – Rob will monitor & determine when funding should be sent. It was agreed funds could be split 
into more than one payment. 

• Russian Companion Synod Pastor Salary – Kathy will check with Peggy. 
• Feed My Starving Children (Good Shepherd) – wait until Good Shepherd reaches out for support 
• Feed My Starving Children (North County) – Linda advised fund raising has started. She will get additional 

information. 
• Women’s Care Center (All Among Us) – Linda will monitor to determine when funding should be sent. Possibly 

after shelter opens in July. 
Discussion of additional suggestions for support was held. 

• Linda suggested Lutheran Family & Children Services – support of $1000 was unanimously approved 
• Christie suggested Lutheran School of Theology Chicago – support of $1000 was unanimously approved 
• Linda suggested Humanitri and provided a summary of their focus. No financial support was allocated at this 

time. 
 

2. Leslie reported the opportunity for the Trinity family to donate to ELCA World Hunger during Lent has been 
communicated. Initial communication was through a Trinitell & subsequent communication has been at Wednesday 
evening services. Envelopes are not used; a basket for donations is available. Some donations have been received. 

 
3. Kathy advised Carl Kontak contacted her about support of Compassion International. Compassion International is a 

faith-based organization & facilitates monthly sponsorship of a child. Carl wants to have a Compassion Sunday 
where he would provide information about the organization & request support. Before Carl spoke with Pastor Chris, 
he wanted the Mission Team to concur. This was unanimously agreed to. Kathy will contact Carl to advise. 

 
 

4. Individual Updates 



a. Christie advised Meals Do Matter will have a cook session on April 15 with Trinity Youth. She is working with 
Leslie on website updates. Still in need of someone to do the computer “prep” work. 
The donations from Starbucks continue to be used. Volunteers for pick up & delivery are available. A recent 
delivery was made to a homeless support organization. The donations may be able to be used at the 
Women’s Care Center. Linda will facilitate. 

b. Rob advised there are 21 individuals signed up for the summer mission trip to Lantern Hill. A Fall trip is being 
explored. A social event is being planned for May to coordinate with the Lantern Hill Mission of the Month 
focus. 

c. Kathy advised the monthly Brown Bag Lunch preparation & Saturday night dinner/activities continue for 
Gateway180. Last month, there were not enough volunteers to facilitate activities so only dinner was served. 
The transportation account with St. Louis County Cab is a success. The focus for support this year will be 
support for staff, such as training. 

d. Leslie advised Pastor Chris has requested a Temple Talk once a month in support of the Mission of the Month. 
April Mission of the Month will be confirmed-possibly Lutheran Campus Ministry. 
God’ Work Our Hands Sunday is Sept. 9. Current plans are: 
• Soup mix in a jar – Lutheran Senior Services 
• Fleece Blankets – discussion was held to determine the recipient & Children’s Hospital was unanimously 

agreed 
• Meals Do Matter  
• Build child size picnic tables 

 
5. Discussion took place about providing information to the Trinity family on Gateway180, All Among Us & Humanitri. 

Consensus is this could be done associated with National Hunger & Homelessness Awareness Week (Nov. 10-18). 
Suggestion is to have representatives from each organization at Adult Forum. Linda will reach out to the 
organizations to begin to identify representatives. Kathy advised there are potential Fall/Winter Adult Forum 
sessions topics on The Safety Net & White Privilege.  

 
Next meeting: Tuesday, April 10, at 10:00 
 After the meeting, the group will clean/organize the Mission Area. 
 
 

Addendum 
The following information was received from Peggy via email after the meeting: 
• Good Shepherd has already reached out for funds for the "Feed My Starving Children" Event at Good Shepherd 

Lutheran Church.  I spoke with Suzie Everingham and she said to go ahead and send in the money.  It should be done 
the same way it was last year. 

• The West County Interfaith Discussion Group event, "An Afternoon of Faith, Fun, and Fellowship", held on March 4th 
at Trinity, was a huge success.  80+ people attended from 9 different faith communities and from 4 different faith 
traditions.  Participating faith communities included:  Christ Prince of Peace Catholic Church, Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church, The Hindu Temple of St. Louis, Holy Cross Lutheran Church, The Islamic Foundation of Greater St. 
Louis, St. Anselm Parish, St. Timothy Episcopal Church, United Hebrew Congregation, and Trinity Lutheran Church.  
The Event Planning Committee had 12 members from 8 faith communities including Trinity members, Dorothy 
Norland, Lynn Sapp, and Peggy Beljan Schaefer.     
Feedback was extremely positive from participants with many requests for more interfaith events in the future. 
Additional opportunities for interfaith interaction are being developed and will be communicated to each of the 
faith communities represented in the West County Interfaith Discussion Group.   Thanks to all who participated in 
the event on March 4th and especially thanks Trinity Lutheran Church for having the event in their gym.   
The West County Interfaith Discussion Group continues to meet on a monthly basis.  The Group currently has 15 
members from 12 faith communities with representatives from more faith communities planning to join in the near 
future.  We have also been approached about helping to establish 3 other interfaith groups in the greater St. Louis 
region.  The West County Interfaith Discussion Group is also working to further develop their relationship with the 
Interfaith Partnership of Greater St. Louis. 


