
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK MARK YOUR
CALENDARS

High School Graduation 
Recognition

Sun. May 15 at both Services

The Gathering
Sun. May 15

6:00 pm - Potluck
6:30 pm - Key meetings
7:30 pm- Council meeting

Confirmation of Our Youth
Sun. May 22 at 9 AM

Drop off Garage 
Sale Donations

Beginning May 22

Garage Sale
Organizational Meeting 

Tues. May 31 at 10 AM

Memorial Day - Office Closed
Mon. May 30

Vacation Bible School
July 18 - 22

Youth Crew Leaders
and 

Adult Volunteers needed

May 2016

THE SEASON OF PENTECOST

Trinitell Monthly 
Newsletter Deadline

The deadline for submitting 
articles for the June 
Trinitell is May 15. Email 
articles or information to
news@trinitychesterfield.
org or mail to Trinity.  

The world is charged with the grandeur of God.
It will flame out, like shining from shook foil;
It gathers to a greatness, like the ooze of oil
Crushed. Why do men then now not reck his rod?
Generations have trod, have trod, have trod;
And all is seared with trade; bleared, smeared with
     toil;
And wears man’s smudge and shares man’s smell:
     the soil
Is bare now, nor can foot feel, being shod.

And for all this, nature is never spent;
There lives the dearest freshness deep down things;
And though the last lights off the black West went
Oh, morning, at the brown brink eastward, springs--
Because the Holy Ghost over the bent
World broods with warm breast and with ah! bright
     wings.

“Gods Grandeur” by Gerald Manley Hopkins

The Holy Ghost, or in more contemporary language, the Holy Spirit, 
is the person of God we know least well. In our capacity to articulate 
and intellectually understand what we mean by God, the Holy Spirit, 
and God’s presence in the power of the spirit, we Lutherans often 
find ourselves at a loss for words. The fact is, we Lutherans know far  
more about Jesus the Son than we know about either God the Father 
or the Holy Spirit. But surely the Holy Ghost is that presence of God 
continuing to be alive in our world within and among us.

Perhaps we should start where Hopkins concludes. What we 
understand about the Holy Spirit is that it does indeed brood over the 
world with warm breast and ah! bright wings. As the holy Scriptures 
suggest of God, in yet another place, God seeks to embrace us, to 
enfold us in God’s mothering wings like a brood hen, but we often 
resist.

We understand as church that it is the Holy Spirit, the continuing 
presence of God in the world, that calls and gathers us as church, 
that empowers us to serve in the world and that dwells among us. 
It is the Holy Spirit breathed into us as the body of Christ, just as 

continued on page 2
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God breathed into the clay of Adam the breath of life. It is the Holy Spirit that enlivens and animates 
God’s children to speak God’s word, to do God’s work, to live God’s will in the world. Pentecost is the 
celebration of the coming of the Holy Spirit. It is a time of great joy and abandon among Christians. It is 
the anniversary of the birth of the church.

Pentecost reminds us of the incredible power of God’s active spirit among us. Harvey Cox writes in a book 
entitled Fire From Heaven, about the Pentecostals as a denominational church in America. He writes that 
this church barely, over 100 years old, has moved from a storefront in San Francisco to being the largest 
denominational movement across the world in a single century. There are more Pentecostals on earth 
than Roman Catholics. And Cox argues that two primary reasons exist for that growth. The first is that as 
Pentecostals, when they worship, they are as emotionally enthusiastic and charismatic as any Christians. 
The second is that as Pentecostals, from the outset most have taken seriously the desire for outreach and 
inclusion of different people and different races and different ways of being in the world that have caused 
even outsiders and strangers to take them seriously. As with the earliest Christians, even nonbelievers 
can see something remarkable in the way they love one another.

Don’t misunderstand. I’m not suggesting that all Pentecostals are perfect biblical Christians. I am 
suggesting that their freedom to be emotionally committed and their passion to live what they confess, 
is a wonderful witness to the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit within the Christian community. It is 
something from which we Lutherans could learn a lot.

And this season of Pentecost, when we accent the presence and power of the Holy Spirit, it is a good time 
to learn a lot, to be willing to be led a lot, to be willing to discover new aspects of our faith and life, from 
which we may have at times shied away. It is about exploring a new way and finding a new power in the 
presence of God, which comes in tongues the flame and perfection of the Rose. We hear that described 
beautifully by T.S. Eliot in the piece, Little Gidding:

We shall not cease from exploration 
And the end of all our exploring 
Will be to arrive where we started 
And know the place for the first time.
Through the unknown, remembered gate
When the last of earth left to discover
Is that which was the beginning;
At the source of the longest river
The voice of the hidden waterfall
And the children in the apple-tree
Not known, because not looked for 
But heard, half heard, in the stillness
Between the two waves of the sea.
Quick now, here, now, always--
A condition of complete simplicity
(Costing not less than everything)
And all shall be well and
All manner of things shall be well
When the tongues of flame are in-folded
Into the crowned knot of fire
And the fire and the rose are one.

Yours in Christ’s service,
Pastor John Mann

continued from page 1  
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WELCOME EMILY BOUNDS
On April 10, Emily Bounds was installed as Trinity’s Interim 
Contemporary Music Leader!  Emily grew up in St. Peters, MO in 
a musical family - she enjoys singing and playing music with her 
parents and younger brother. On May 14, Emily will be graduating 
from Lindenwood University with a B.A. in Christian Ministry 
Studies and minors in Religion and Music.  Emily describes herself 
as having “a heart for worship ministry and a love of children and 
a hope to combine them.”  In addition to leading the 11 AM service, 
Emily will also be assisting Vicki Dohrmann with the children’s 
choir and Little Ringers.

Some of Emily’s hobbies include speaking fluent French, teaching 
piano and teaching at a summer music camp in St. Charles. If 
you have not heard Emily sing, you may want to attend an 11AM 
service and hear Emily’s beautiful voice accompanied by her 
wonderful piano playing.  Welcome Emily!

ARTWORK FROM THE PRESCHOOL SPRING SOCIAL

Here is a sampling of the wonderful and creative 
artwork created by Trinity’s Preschoolers. The 
artwork is currently on display in the Parish 
Hall.
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WE NEED YOUR HELP TO CLOSE A $100,000 GAP
 Trinity Lutheran Church in Chesterfield has been the hands and feet of Christ to our community 
for over 100 years. Throughout this time we have provided an excellent worship experience with a 
strong liturgical and contemporary focus for our members. We have also reached out to our community 
with an outstanding preschool program that has touched many families over these years. Our strong 
benevolent and mission focus has made us a leader in St. Louis and our synod with our support 
of greater church wide missions, as well as local missions helping the homeless through Gateway 
180, children in need through Lutheran Family and Children’s Services and many others. As we 
began 2016 and held our congregational meeting, we were presented by our church council with 
a serious dilemma. A revenue shortfall compared to prior years of over $100,000. The council and 
staff presented to us a budget trimmed as deep as it could. Any deeper cuts will impact our ability 
to maintain the current worship experience, our internal ministry programs, our preschool and 
support of our external missions. A $100,000 gap in our budget is significant. At our congregational 
meeting we agreed to focus on closing the gap through raising revenues and not cutting costs further. 
Ruth Rangel and several other members challenged us with each giving unit committing to an 
additional $1,000. If 100 giving units would do this then our gap would vanish. Without each of us 
stepping up to close the gap Trinity may not survive 2016! Are we willing to allow this to happen?
 
Our ministries provide much to celebrate and are vital to maintain for the future health of Trinity. 
Without serving our internal members, we will not be able to be the hands and feet of Christ to the 
community. Trinity cares for our own, but a key to who we are is our mission to the external community. 
Trinity Ministries are vital to the external communities we serve. Preschool families depend on us.  The 
homeless community and agencies like Gateway 180 depend on us. The children in our community and 
agencies like Lutheran Family and Children’s Services depend on us. And the greater church, through 
our benevolence and support of the Central States Synod, depends on us. If we want to continue our 
ministries, it takes investments. Those who have come before us created a legacy that is important 
for us to sustain. Trinity has so much to celebrate! If we focus on the positive, we can maintain the 
historical legacy and have a significant impact on our community and the St. Louis community in the 
future! Many of us have made significant commitments to Trinity, but right now we need more! Since the 
congregation meeting, a fund raising team has been formed to seek ways to close the revenue gap.  The 
team recommended to council and council approved this special appeal.  Also since the meeting, a number 
of people have increased and made incremental commitments to meet Ruth Rangel’s challenge. Over the 
coming months you will be hearing more and have the ability to ask questions about our fund raising 
efforts.
 
We have so much to be positive about. Let’s all come together and make sure Trinity gets through these 
difficult times.  The time is now for each of us to step up and commit to Trinity in 2016. God has blessed 
each of us in many different ways. Maintaining Trinity’s ministries through this interim period is critical. 
The only way we can do this is to raise another $100,000. Please prayerfully consider stepping up and 
joining others who have made additional commitments in support of Trinity.
 
We need your help to do one of three things:

1. Make a pledge to Trinity to support our Ministry and Mission work.
2. If you have already pledged, prayerfully consider increasing your pledge.
3. Make a onetime special contribution to help close the $100,000 gap.
 

2016 Trinity Fund Raising Team

SPECIAL PEDGE/CONTRIBUTION REQUEST
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When you come to church on Sunday, have you ever wondered just how many people have volunteered 
their time to make the two Sunday services at Trinity run smoothly? Below is a list of jobs and tasks 
performed by our members each week: 

CLEAN PARKING LOT, SIDEWALKS & PATIO
(snow/leaf removal)
ALTAR FLOWERS

(donations for flowers, water flowers) 
WELCOME DESK

GREETERS
USHERS

(Unlock the doors, distribute bulletins, take collection, 
assist with communion, recycle bulletins after church) 

ALTAR GUILD
(set up the altar, fill the chalices during communion, clean up)

NURSERY
SCREENS

SOUND SYSTEM
ACOLYTES

ASSISTING MINISTERS
CHALICE BEARERS

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
LITTLE RINGERS
COFFEE SET UP

SNACKS
MUSIC LEADERS

CHOIR
ADULT FORUM

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS AND HELPERS
COFFEE CUP WASHERS

CONTRIBUTION COUNTERS
(count contributions on Monday morning)

A HUGE THANK YOU to all of our current volunteers who help out on a regular basis. Sunday mornings 
would not run so smoothly without you! Added up, it takes at least 40 people each week (more if we have 
more than one person singing in the choir or playing with the Little Ringers) to make Trinity’s Sunday 
Services run smoothly. At Trinity we are blessed that there are several people who rotate duties so the 
same 40 people are not volunteering every week. It truly takes a village to keep Trinity running smoothly.

TO THE REST OF OUR TRINITY VILLAGE . . . your helping hands are more than needed and would be very 
welcomed. We would love to add you to our rotations. Please contact the church office at 636.227.5432 or 
JoinUs@trinitychesterfield.org and let us know where you would like to be plugged in. 

IT TAKES A VILLAGE ON SUNDAYS
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CONFIRMATION
Sunday, May 22 at 9 AM

The Confirmation of eight of our youth will be celebrated on May 22 
during the 9 AM worship service.  Please join the youth in the gym after 
the service for cake and a display of their Faith Boards.

TRINITY CONFIRMATION CLASS 2016
Claire Winter Jones

Baylee EllaMarie Lyerla
Margaret Zoe Lyerla

Samantha Judith Lyerla
Rachael Hannah Bierschenk

Ellen Baker Resek
Emma Christine Johnson

Dylan Behrens Wells 

CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY
Amy Jones

ibamywinter@gmail.com

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION RECOGNITION
Sunday, May 15 at Both Services

The six high school students who are graduating will be recognized on 
May 15 during both church services.  

TRINITY’S HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES,  CLASS 2016
Lindsey Anstine

Clayton Fry
Mark Harper

Caitlin Magruder
Kristen Petersen

Matthew Petersen

MORE ANNOUNCEMENTS
 ● The last session of Sunday School will be May 15th.

 ● The VBS Surf Shack is still looking for some surfer dude volunteers!  
Adults are needed to help out in a variety of ways! Please see Amy 
ASAP!  
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TRINITY PRESCHOOL NEWS
It is hard to believe that we are entering the last month of the regular school year. In our Gospel Light 
curriculum, the children will learn about how Jesus’ friends showed their love to others. We will be 
discussing how to show our love, be kind and serve others.
 
Thank you to everyone who helped to make the Preschool Spring Social a success! We had a huge turnout! 
The theme this year was “Watch Us Grow.” The Preschool celebrated with crafts, games, a photo booth, 
and a performance by Babaloo! A wonderful display of over 400 pieces of the children’s artwork that the 
preschoolers created throughout the year was also on display for all to see. It was a beautiful sight! The 
excitement of spring and new life fills the days of our preschoolers. All of the classrooms are watching 
caterpillars that will soon become butterflies. This has provided fascinating peeks into God’s wonderful 
creation.
  
The school year will conclude with our closing programs on May 16 and 17. All are welcome to join us 
as the children perform a medley of their favorite music from the school year. Our theme this year is 
“What a Wonderful World!” We will finish the school year with a picnic at Schroeder Park on May 17. 
We are continuing to register students for the 2016-17 school year. Call Carol at 636-227-5720 for more 
information.

NEW OUTDOOR 
CLASSROOM COMING TO 

TRINITY PRESCHOOL
FALL 2016

We are thrilled about the possibilities and fun 
educational opportunities this new space
will provide for all of the children. An outdoor 
classroom is not another playground, but a
true working classroom where children 
will experience the STREAM (Science, 
Technology, Religion, Engineering, Art and 
Math) curriculum with natural materials in 
an outdoor setting.

If you have any time or talents in this area,  
would like to donate to help us acquire the 
things we need to make this happen, or you 
would like to lend a hand, please let us know.

PRESCHOOL
Carol Bentley

cbentley@trinitychesterfield.org

A HUGE thank you to Jack Theobald. Jack is a 
senior in the Rockwood School District and is going 
to Truman State next year. He is an Eagle Scout 
in Troop 601. For his Eagle Scout Project, Jack 
built two planting stations for our new “outdoor 
classroom.” Many thanks for his dedication and 
for the time and effort it took him to provide these 
planting stations for Trinity’s Preschool. 

OUR NEW PLANTING STATIONS



8

ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE NEWS
Steve Paquette

 steven.paquette@experis.com

Dear Trinity Family,

The following is an update on the status of the Endowment Fund, with a brief discussion about our 2016 
Goals. The Endowment Fund ended the year with a balance of $116,000. Following the approval of the 
Church Council we distributed $3,000 to the following causes:

 ●  $1,000 to Gateway 180 for the purchase of portable cribs and transportation tickets
 ●  $1,000 to Walking Together for assistance to the program
 ●  $1,000 to the Light Replacement Fund (have you noticed the new lights and improved lighting in 

the sanctuary?)
 
On March 10, there was an Endowment Reception at Bellerive hosted by Harry and Genie Mueller. 
At this meeting we heard from speakers from the above causes and how the donations would be used 
to support their efforts. In addition, we talked about preliminary goals for 2016 and had educational 
sessions from Stephen Phelps, ELCA Regional Gift Planner and our own Kent Melton. In addition, 
we heard inspirational testimonials from Ruth Rangel, Ron Jones and Pastor Mann. The educational 
sessions discussed: the role of the ELCA, the importance of gift planning, and the impact the Endowment 
Fund can make to Trinity now and in the future.  
 
Following this successful event, the Endowment Committee met and established the following goals for 
2016:

 ●  Increase the Endowment Fund by $100,000 with current year contributions
 ●  Educate the committee and the Congregation about Legacy/Deferred Gifts (we feel that this could 

be a substantial opportunity for growing the Endowment Fund)
 ●  Plan new educational events for Congregational Participation
 ● Gift planning, types of gifts that will accrue to church and provide you tax benefits 

 
Now that we have established the Endowment Fund goals, we need your help to achieve them. Please 
prayerfully consider the following:
 

 ● Current Year Donations: Cash, Securities, Memorials, IRA’s,
 ● Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCD’s) - benefits those 70 ½ or older, IRA’s
 ● Legacy/Deferred Gifts: Charitable Gift Annuities, Trusts, Wills, Life Insurance

 
Your donation will directly contribute to the growth of the Endowment Fund and support Trinity’s 
missions for years to come! The Endowment Fund Committee looks forward to working you to achieve 
these goals.
 
Thank you for considering the Mission Endowment Fund in your giving plans!
 
Steve Paquette, Chairman
Trinity Mission Endowment Fund Committee
314.409.0621
cfo7799@aol.com
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WALKING TOGETHER
WALKING TOGETHER PERSPECTIVE

By Diana and Dick Tate

We were very hesitant, but committed ourselves 
to the Walking Together Ministry, which took us 
through a great training and educational program to 
become mentors.

We are very happy and pleased that we made the 
commitment because, as a result of this training, we were able to meet Ashlynd in April, 2015 at a ”speed 
dating” style mentoring meeting. We were thrilled that she chose us as companions to help her with her 
future.

When we met Ashlynd, she was living at Gateway 180. About a month later, she found a place to live 
on her own. She was anxious to be independent. In order to do so, her new home had to be on the Metro 
System because she had, and continues to have, no private transportation. If you happen to know of 
someone who has a second-hand car in good condition and is willing to be paid off on a monthly basis, 
please contact the church office or the Tates.  

To give an idea of how responsible and dedicated Ashlynd is and what a great work ethic she has, 
Ashlynd told us in April that she had just passed her security license test and would be working a second 
job in security at the Missouri Botanical Gardens, in addition to her current job at the Hyatt from 11PM 
to 7AM. Unfortunately, her employer at the Hyatt does not offer benefits.

Being Mentors for Ashlynd has been a very rich experience for 
us. It has opened our eyes to an environment we had heard 
about, but did not really understand. Ashlynd is wise for her 
26 years and she has a great gift of love. She is a symbol of 
strength to many of her friends and family, even while being 
faced with many challenges. She has nine siblings as well as 
many nephews and nieces to whom she serves as a role model.  

Ashlynd has one and one half semesters of post-secondary 
education under her belt. In order to take post-secondary 
classes, she had to take out a student loan. She would like 
to have some money management assistance. Could this be 
your way to participate in our Walking Together Mentoring 
Ministry?  If so, please contact the church office or the Tates.  

Pictured here are the Tates with their Mentee, Ashlynd, at her baby 
shower. Ashlynd was in the best mood and the Tates were treated 
like royalty!  
 
According to the Tates, “We really do have a truly ‘faith filled’ 
mentee and IT COUNTS FOR EVERYTHING!!!  
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PLUG IN - GET INVOLVED
MEALS DO MATTER

Mark your calendars for
Meals Do Matter Cook Session

JUNE 11, 2016
PREP AT 4:30 PM

ASSEMBLY AT 6 PM

Trinity Gym and Kitchen
Everyone is invited!!! (Singles, Couples, Families)

 What to bring: Your servant hearts and  
 appetizers and/or beverages to share 

 If you can’t join us for the whole event, come for 
part of it! We would love to see you. Or if you are 
unable to attend the event, there is always help 
needed the week before the event with shopping or 
prepping.

Contact Christie Tietjen at Christie.tietjen@
Experitec.com to let her how you can serve Meals 
Do Matter.

HOPE FORE FAMILIES
GOLF TOURNAMENT

Lutheran Family & Children’s Services

Spending a day on the links will help
hundreds of Missouri children and families at the

15TH ANNUAL LFCS GOLF TOURNAMENT
MONDAY, MAY 16

MISSOURI BLUFFS GOLF CLUB
Teams and sponsorships are now available.

Register at:
https://lfcsmo.networkforgood.com/events/168-15th-
annual-lfcs-hope-fore-families-golf-tournament

WALKING TOGETHER
Career Counseling and

Low-Income Housing Counseling Needed

Here are a couple of great service opportunities to 
be a part of Trinity’s Walking Together Mentoring 
Ministry while at the same time, provide significant 
help to the least of these among us.
 
One of our current Mentee families is in immediate 
need of career counseling. This young man is 
eager to work, reliable, conscientious, loyal, and is 
interested in a career path, not just another job. 
Our goal is to help him discover what type of career 
he is best suited to and to support him on the 
journey.
 
A number of our Mentee families are in need of low 
to moderate rent apartments with landlords who 
take care of their property and respond to questions 
and concerns in a timely way.
 
Please contact Kelly at ksturm@trinitychesterfield.
org or 636.227.5432 if you or someone you know 
could be helpful with these two needs.  Thank you.

TEE OFF WITH LSS
TEE OFF WITH LSS (Lutheran Senior Services)
Take a Day. Change a Life. Tee Off with LSS. New 
format this year! We are thrilled to bring you the 
2016 edition of Tee Off with LSS Benevolent Care 
Golf Tournament!!  Last year’s tournament raised 
over $150,000 to support older adults who can no 
longer support themselves.  This year, with your 
help, we KNOW that we can raise the roof and 
raise even more! Join us:

JULY 11
 NORWOOD HILLS COUNTRY CLUb

 
We are changing up the event a bit this year to 
accommodate those that have families and children 
and are in need of getting back home after the 
event. To learn more and purchase tickets, visit 
https://teeoffwithlss.eventbrite.com
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JOIN OUR TRANSPORTATION MINISTRY 
Dear Trinity Family,

There is a growing need and opportunity to serve our own Trinity community through an expanded 
Transportation Ministry.  This ministry would provide:
 

 ●  Transportation on Sunday mornings to those who want to come to church but no longer drive.
 ●  Member transportation to various doctor appointments, physical therapy or cancer treatment 

appointments.
 
Thank you to those who are already helping out! What would be especially useful now is to build on that 
foundation with more drivers. Norm and Sharon Hild have graciously volunteered to coordinate the 
Transportation Ministry.  
 
There are opportunities right here, right now where you can make a difference! If you would like to be 
included in this new ministry, either as a driver or as a passenger, please contact the church office or the 
Hilds at nandshild0261@centurytel.net or 636.293.5077.
 
Thank you for your prayerful consideration of this opportunity to serve our own in the Trinity community!

PLUG IN - GET INVOLVED

SPRING CLEAN UP  - CLUTTER REMOVAL - MAY 7
Dear Trinity Community,

We all want Trinity to be a welcoming place for us to worship and serve the Lord.  To be a welcoming 
place, we must remove (or store properly) materials that are no longer needed and have become unsightly 
clutter that detracts from Trinity’s appearance. Various groups will begin to remove this clutter from 
church areas that the staff and ministry teams determine are no longer useful for Trinity’s mission. 
Therefore, if you have any items stored at Trinity that must be retained, contact the church staff or the 
ministry teams immediately so these items can be removed (or stored properly). 
 
This project must be an ongoing effort, but a major effort of removal will occur on the Spring Clean-up 
Day on Saturday, May 7 from 9:00 to noon.  Please mark your calendars for that day. . . your help would 
be greatly appreciated!

Thank you!
The Operations and Services Committee

PROJECT BREAD DOUGHNATION
Volunteers pick up bread every Friday night from Panera and delivery it the next morning to one of five 
charities. Please sign up in the Atrium or contact Morris Larson at mlarson@trinitychesterfield.org for 
more information.
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Friday, June 10: 7am to 2pm
Saturday, June 11: 8am to 1pm

Bring Donations to Room 140
beginning May 22nd from 9:00am to Noon

Building Open for Donations:
Monday - Friday: 9am to 4pm
Saturday, May 28 & June 4: 9:00am to Noon
Sunday, May 22, 29 and June: 8:30am to Noon

The Church Building will be closed on
Monday, May 30th

June 7 is the last day donations will be 
accepted

We will Accept:
Electronics, Kitchen Items, Paintings, Small 
Appliances, Lamps, Linens, Framed Prints, Toys, 
Furniture, Tools, Bikes, Sports Equipment, Books, 
Puzzles, Musical Instruments, Games, CD’s, DVD’s, 
Clothing

We Will NOT Accept:
Underwear, TV’s, Computers, Monitors, 
Mattresses, Box Springs, Bed Pillows, or Major 
Appliances

Please make sure that all clothing that is donated 
is clean and dry

Questions? Want to Volunteer?
Contact Susan Meyland-Smith at
susanmeylandsmith@gmail.com or 314.878.0220

NEXT GARAGE SALE MEETING
Tuesday, May 31 at 10 AM in Room 123

All are welcome!

TRINITY BOOK GROUP
Monday, May 23 11:30 am

Lamb: The Gospel According to
Christ’s Childhood Pal
 by Christopher Moore

“The birth of Jesus has been well chronicled, 
as have his glorious teachings, acts, and divine 
sacrifice after his thirtieth birthday. But no one 
knows about the early life of the Son of God, 
the missing years — except Biff, the Messiah’s 
best bud, who has been resurrected to tell the 
story in the divinely hilarious yet heartfelt work 
“reminiscent of Vonnegut and Douglas Adams” 
(From publisher).

Bring your lunch and join us to discuss this book 
categorized as “absurdist fiction.”

Reading ahead:
June 27

The Relevance of Religion:
How Faithful People Can Change Politics

by John Danforth

Questions? Call Karen at 314.275.9905.

PLUG IN - GET INVOLVED

INTERNATIONAL MISSION
Missional Service Team Needs Your Input!

The Missional Service Team is continuing to review 
opportunies to support International Missions.  If 
you would like to offer an International Mission 
for consideration or would just like to be a part of 
the discussion, please join us on Wednesday, May 
4, at 6PM in Room 123.  If you would like to offer 
a mission for consideration, please contact Kathy 
Gaal (kgaal@sbcglobal.net) by Monday, May 2, so 
that the appropriate time can be allotted during 
the meeting.
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ADULT FORUM NEWS
ADULT FORUM PROGRAM - MAY 1-22
(Replaces Series on Daniel by Ben Asen who is seriously ill)

MAY 1, 8, 15, 22:  THE PROPHETIC VOCATION. PAST AND MODERN-DAY PROPHETS  
Speaker:  Dr. Geoffrey David Miller,  Asst. Professor of Theological Studies-St. Louis University, PhD  
cum laude in Biblical Studies -Catholic University. of America, M.A summa cum laude in Historical 
Theology -St. Louis University, B.A. summa cum laude in Religious Studies and Philosophy-Indiana 
University, St. Louis University Distinguished Service Award  

Starting with the definition of a Prophet and his or her past and future role, Dr. Miller leads us on a 
journey researching the impact of Prophets as a messenger of God, and their influence on man’s behavior 
with respect to sin, justice, mercy, racism, church and state relationships, and their belief in a Messiah 
and a brighter future.  His last class will be on the Prophet Daniel (of the lions’ den) and Apocalyptic (End 
Times) literature, the subject of his colleague, Ben Asen’s, scheduled talk for May until illness intervened.

Week  One:  Prophetic roles:  Good Cop/Bad Cop, Intercessor, Actor, Seer, Vocation
Week  Two:  Sin, Justice, Mercy, Church & State - Racism and the Gentiles 
Week Three:  The Messiah and the Prophetic Vision of a Brighter Future
Week Four:  Daniel and Apocalyptic  Literature - Good vs. Evil, Angels & Demons, Satan, Afterlife

MAY  29:  NO ADULT FORUM (MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND)

PLUG IN - GET INVOLVED

DO YOU HAVE OLD PILL BOTTLES, EYE GLASSES OR CORKS?

Did you know that Trinity collects:

EMPTY PILL BOTTLES
OLD EYE GLASSES

WINE CORKS

We collect these items and recycle them for the St. Charles Humane Society and Wings of Hope. These 
items can be deposited in the Wings of Hope Box in the Mission Area (side room) off the Atrium. 

Thank you for all your efforts to help these two organizations. For more information or if you have 
questions, please contact: Sharon Hild at nandshild0261@centurytel.net or 636.625.0425.
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GATEWAY ACTION TEAM NEWS

PLUG IN - GET INVOLVED

BE THE HANDS AND FEET OF CHRIST
Volunteer at Gateway 180- No Experience Necessary

Gateway Volunteers Needed!
Be the Hands and Feet of Christ- Volunteer at Gateway 180- No Experience 
Necessary!  We are in need of volunteers to assist with the monthly dinners for 
the residents at Gateway 180.  
 
We are in great need of volunteers.  Our next 2 dinners are scheduled for:

SATURDAY, MAY 21  
SATURDAY, JUNE 18

 
It’s easy!  Volunteers typically meet at Trinity at 3:00 p.m. to prepare a simple meal.  We then carpool to 
Gateway to serve the meal by 5:30 p.m. and participate in a short activity with the residents (playtime 
with the children or bingo with the adults).  We are usually back at Trinity by 7:30 p.m.  No experience is 
necessary!  Our team will provide all the assistance you will need.
 
If you can give a few hours of your time for this worthwhile mission, please add your name to the sign-up 
sheet in the mission room next to the atrium area, or better yet, email/call Ken Hardebeck at lhardebeck@
aol.com or 636.391.7130 for more information.  Dinners at Gateway are typically scheduled for the 3rd 
Saturday of each month.

HELP GATEWAY 180 FAMILIES
Your help is needed for Gateway180 families settling into their new homes 

Below are lists of items that will help those families. YOU can help by purchasing the following items and 
putting them in a reusable grocery bag. Bags can be placed in the Mission Area.

Bag 1: BASIC FOODS
(approximate cost: $25)

• 2 boxes of deluxe macaroni and cheese
• 2 cans of tuna (5-7 oz)
• Saltine crackers
• Mayonnaise
• Peanut butter
• Jelly
• Breakfast or granola bars
• Fruit Juice
• Cereal (kid-friendly &  healthy)

Bag 2: HOUSEHOLD AND PERSONAL CARE
(approximate cost: $20)

•  1 roll of paper towels
•  4 pack of bath tissue
•  Paper plates
•  Plastic cups
•  Plastic silverware
•  Napkins

•  Hand soap
•  Toothpaste
•  Baby shampoo
•  Dish detergent
•  Laundry detergent
•  Can opener



HEALTH NOTES
Norma Anderson, RN, PhD - Parish Nurse
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The next Red Cross blood drive for our church will be on Saturday, May 28th. This will be held at 
Manchester UMC. Please consider donating blood at the drive; many lives can be saved by the blood 
donated at these drives.  

It usually doesn’t take long to donate. We did have a small crowd at about 10 a.m. at the last drive 
because lots of people walked in at about that time because they wanted to donate early or earlier than 
their appointments. It’s always a good idea to have an appointment, and I’ll remind you how to get one 
online; it’s easier that way. The Red Cross has a new program they have started that also lessens the 
waiting time at the drive. It’s called the RapidPass, and I’ll tell you how it works.

On the morning of the drive, before you come to the church, visit the Red Cross website at http://www.
redcrossblood.org/rapidpass. Read the information and answer the questions. Then print the pass or 
e-mail it to yourself. The RapidPass cannot be completed prior to the day of the drive. The donors must 
complete the steps to redeem their passes on the day they donate. 

RapidPass does not take the place of scheduling an appointment. It is only used to complete the pre-
reading and the pre-donation questionnaire in advance of an appointment. Donors who do not bring the 
printed pass with them to their donation appointments or cannot show it on a mobile device will be asked 
to complete the questions again. By following this procedure, donors will spend less time at the drive 
because they have answered all the required questions ahead of time.

The more donors who utilize RapidPass, the quicker they will move through the donation process, 
allowing us to help save more lives in the same amount of time. A number of donors used RapidPass at 
the last blood drive at Trinity, and they were pleased with the whole process. Most of us have access to a 
computer these days, so try it. You’ll like it!

When you are making an appointment to donate blood, use the http://www.redcross.org website and 
look for the site called CHURCHES UNITED.  That is us. It refers to our three churches being united in a 
single drive. We hope to see lots of our members coming in to MUMC on May 28! 

The next drive is planned for Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in August.
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS & UPDATES
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR CONFIRATION CLASS!

The following Eighth Graders will receive the Sacrament of
Confirmation on Sunday, May 22: 

Claire Winter Jones
Baylee EllaMarie Lyerla

Margaret Zoe Lyerla
Samantha Judith Lyerla

Rachael Hannah Bierschenk
Ellen Baker Resek

Emma Christine Johnson
Dylan Behrens Wells 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES!

Lindsey Anstine
Indiana State University

(Soccer Scholarship)
Marketing

Clayton Fry
Missouri University of Science and Technology

Computer Science

Mark Harper
St. Louis Community College

Caitlin Magruder
Middlebury College

Kristen Petersen
Johns Hopkins University

Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering

Matthew Petersen
Texas A&M University

Chemical/Petroleum Engineering
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS & UPDATES
BIRTHS NEW ADDRESSSYMPATHY

Ken Bender
Former Member

Scott & Betsy Meyland-Smith
(Evan, Nora and Will)
6319 Alexander Drive
Clayton, MO 63105

William “Will” Scott
Meyland-Smith 
April 3, 2016
son of Scott & Betsy Meyland-
Smith, grandson of Fred & Susan 
Meyland-Smith

Blakeley Ayn Merenda 
April 12, 2016
daughter of Tiffany & FJ 
Merenda

THANK YOU!
Jon Trettel . . . for refinishing the 3 marble 
topped flower stands in the sanctuary – they look 
beautiful!

Ron Jones . . . for spraying weeds, washing 
windows after our recent storms, cleaning the 
leaves off the sidewalks, securely attaching 
bookshelves to the wall, replacing door knobs,
etc. . . 

Roger Thomas . . . for lighting up our day by 
replacing burnt out light bulbs everywhere in the 
church and replacing the Exit and Emergency 
lights!

Amy Jones, Fred & Susan Meyland-Smith 
and Kim Stewart . . . for getting the ball rolling 
on spring cleaning by cleaning out the atrium, 
missions room, room 123, the kitchen, Upper Room 
– it’s contagious!

 

Emily Williams, Steve Paquette, Walter 
Goerss, Paul Ogier, Todd Maloy and John 
Fahrni. . . for cleaning up the coffee mess 3 
weekends in a row when the coffee pot overflowed.

Dear Trinity Family,

Many, many thanks for all the prayers, 
beautiful cards and support I have received. 
Every time I walk in the door at Trinity, I feel 
the love and caring. I thank God for all of you!

In Christ,
Buddy Cason
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Please pray for…Ameenah & family, Sean, Joyce, Brian & Ethan Lappin, Cam, Shickoh & 
Elaheh Jadali, Aru, Umesh & Arjun Mapari, Buddy Cason, Loren Forrester, Carla, Jeanette Hart, 
Marj, Ruth Sprague, Bonnie & Ed Holland, Carol Little, Dena, Jennifer Boehr, Jennifer, David & 
Olivia, Jessica Tietjen, Jim Aufderheide, Mia, Nancy, Gary, Alma, mourning time for the Thelan & 
Hugery families, Zelma, Petersen family, Miles family, Trout family, Carol, Anne, Christy, Quinn & 
Niko Forde, Joanne Evett, Stephanie & Dorian Cameron, Theresa Bajt, Will, Barbara MacPeek, Ben 
Ogier, Matt & Lisa Clancy, Tommy Janicik, Dave Porthouse, Hassan Jadali, Heather Pollman, Miriam 
Jeske, KJ Sharitz, Alexandra bergman, back to school schedule, organizing & spring cleaning, peace 
on earth, working through feelings, healing of friends, family & neighbors, protection for travelers, 
all Stephen Ministers & care receivers, our country for tolerance & wisdom to choose a new president, 
world peace, all those affected by the recent earthquakes, all those dealing with health issues, the 
family of the 17 year old killed in the Town & Country accident
  
Those who are hospitalized / having surgery…Doris Miller, Sandy Upchurch

Those in need of healing…George, Clarence Seckel, Sharon Mertz, Paula Mortenson, Grace Breiten, 
Mil Glaser, Carol Bentley, Barb Brown, Elaine Halbardier, Kat Rourke, Maxie Miller, Stephanie 
Petersen, Cheryl Hick, Dr. Ben Asen, Barb Brown, Birgitte Pederson, Dottie Rasche, Robert Breese, 
Greg Page, Marsha, Mindy, Shannon, Dot Swartzbaugh, Ellen Mueller

Those undergoing treatment…Bob Rasche, Earl Lindenberg, Drew Aufderheide, Steve Hild, Marie, 
Steven Courtney, Buddy Cason, Barb Deuser, Bob Breese

Those in hospice care…Wallace Larsen (father of Cindy Anderson), Pearl Francis (mother of Bob 
Francis), Florence Artaserse (mother of Paula Mortenson), Mary Earney, Sharon Scronce

The family and friends of…Ken Bender (former member), Dennis Richmond who passed away on 
April 21, 2016 (co-worker of Larry & Christie Tietjen)

Those serving overseas…Nate K. (Kuwait & Iraq), 1st Lt. Holland Gibson

Thanksgiving and praise for the…
 ● 21st birthday of Robert Rourke
 ● Safe arrival on March 15 of Samuel Robert LePoire, son of Matthew & Amanda LePoire, grandson 

of Bob & Debbie LePoire!
 ● Birth of Wyatt Huschka Tietjen, son of Jessica Tietjen & Greg Huschka, grandson of Larry & 

Christie Tietjen, born on Easter Sunday!
 ● Birth of Benjamin William Klug, son of Jenny & Dan Klug, born March 29, 2016!
 ● 65th wedding anniversary of Dick & Marian Wegner!
 ● Birth of William “Will” Scott Meyland-Smith on April 3, 2016, son of Scott & Betsy Meyland-Smith, 

grandson of Fred & Susan Meyland-Smith!
 ● Emily Bounds, our new Interim Contemporary Music Leader, and her beautiful voice!
 ●  Birth on April 12 of Blakeley Ayn Merenda, daughter of Tiffany & FJ Merenda

MEMBERSHIP NEWS & UPDATES
PRAYERS
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Brynn Hobgood 5/1
Truman Loberg 5/1
Alex Larsen 5/3
Zoey Biangardi 5/4
Sloane Maguire 5/5
Sandra Johnson 5/6
Christian DeLauter 5/7
Rebecca Jones 5/8
Ian Taber 5/8
Austin Huls 5/9
Sue Ogier 5/10
Valentino Pico 5/10
Ellen Resek 5/10
Timothy Francis 5/11
Renato Cataldo 5/12

Betty Hecht 5/12
Allison Magruder 5/12
Larry Tietjen 5/12
Emma Johnson 5/14
Heather Little 5/14
Miguel Pico 5/14
Jennifer McLaughlin 5/15
Nancy Blakeley 5/16
Kari Frank 5/16
Lisa Hardebeck 5/16
John Hildreth 5/16
August Johnson 5/16
Kent Melton 5/16
Colin Devine 5/17
Mark Harper 5/20

Riley Francis 5/22
Molly Schwartze 5/22
Jack Steinbruegge 5/22
Max Schaefer 5/24
Grace Herrmann 5/25
Susan Herrmann 5/25
Susan Meyland-Smith 5/25
Eunice Wiese 5/25
Christie Tietjen 5/26
Nate Herrmann 5/27
Hudson Frank 5/28
Lorin Lofgren 5/29
Eric Halter 5/31
Frick Malvern 5/31

MEMBERSHIP NEWS & UPDATES

UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS

UPCOMING ANNIVERSARIES
Gene & Bonnie Kerr 5/1/1976
Jon & Joan Magruder 5/1/1989
Scott & Deanna Deaton 5/2/1992
Andrew & Stephanie Nelch 5/14/2011
Mike & Kay Calcagno 5/16/1981
Bob & Cheryl Hick 5/20/2000

James & Samantha Calvin 5/23/1992
Todd & Wendy Anstine 5/23/1992
Jeff & Kathie Haferkamp 5/24/1975
Eric & Stephanie Petersen 5/28/1988
Matt & Marianne Biangardi 5/31/2003

To make a prayer request…
 ● Call the church office-636.227.5432
 ● Email news@trinitychesterfield.org or bpecher@trinitychesterfield.org
 ● Enter prayer requests on our website: www.YouMattertoGod.org
 ● Prayers remain on the list for two weeks and may be renewed by request.



Council President:  Renato Cataldo
Vice-President:  Todd Maloy
Secretary:  Richard Leimgruber
Treasurer:  Mike Hower 

At-Large Members:  Nancy Buffum
Becky Luethy
Cindy Gesme
Eric Halter

Rob Harper
Jerry Partlow
Eric Petersen
Kim Stewart

CHURCH LEADERSHIP
Pastor John M. Mann, x112
Interim Pastor
pastor@trinitychesterfield.org

Larry Lemke, x113
Assistant to the Pastor 
lalemke@sbcglobal.net

Morris Larson, x110
Operations
mlarson@trinitychesterfield.org

Becca Pecher, x100
Office Manager
bpecher@trinitychesterfield.org

Amy Jones, x114
Children& Youth Ministry/
Nursery Coordinator
ibamywinter@gmail.com

Kelly Sturm, x102
Bookkeeper
ksturm@trinitychesterfield.org

Sandi Thorp, x119
Congregational Care
skipsandi@sbcglobal.net

Leslie Steinmeyer, x111
Communications
news@tinitychesterfield.org

Jennifer Spohr
Organist/Music
jennifer@spohrpiano.com

Emily Bounds
Interim Contemporary 
Music Leader
jennifer@spohrpiano.com

Norma Anderson, x116
Parish Nurse
norma.anderson@swbell.net

Carol Bentley, x103
Preschool Director:
cbentley@trinitychesterfield.org
 
Mary Fehner 
Walking Together:
yramf716@aol.com


