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Listen!



“Listen!” Jesus says, “A sower went to sow…”

Jesus calls us to be sowers in this world—to go out into the world and cultivate gardens of hope and of love, 
in rich and loamy soils, and in the desperate places in our community—just like Trinity has been doing for 120 
years.  

Perhaps Dave Luethy said it best:
“We need to take time to sow new seeds, so that future Trinity members have something to 
harvest. In 1900, there were seeds sown that formed Trinity. In the 1960’s, there were seeds sown 
for our current sanctuary. In the 1990’s, seed were sown for a renovation to expand our space. It’s 
time for us to do some repairs, do some maintenance, make some improvements, and sow some 
brand new seeds for the future.”

We are deeply grateful to our predecessors who took courageous steps in faith, grace and generosity to enable 
us to be who we are today. Now it is our turn. Now it is our time to reach into our sacks of seed…and Sow Our 
Future. “Listen!” Jesus says, “A sower went to sow…” and with those first few words, He gives YOU the good 
news. 

I’m inviting you to celebrate with me the role that God has set before us—sowing for the next generation. 
Please join us in sowing God’s story of faith, grace and generosity. 

“Listen!” Jesus says, “A sower went to sow…” 

Sowing our future together,
Pastor Chris



YOU MATTER TO GOD, YOU MATTER TO US
Sowing Our Future is a two-year generosity initiative to grow our worship, education and mission outreach here 
at Trinity. Through Sowing Our Future, everyone is encouraged to engage in relationship with Jesus Christ, each 
other, and the St. Louis community to purposely live out our faith. The Sowing Our Future initiative journey gives 
us a look back at the historical significance of Trinity while we actively engage to Sow Our Future. 

OUR PAST
The seeds of God’s love were sown here at Trinity Lutheran Church 120 years 
ago. On April 22, 1900, Trinity’s mission began with bold confidence in God’s 
Grace right here in our current location on Clayton Road. Building a church 
structure, forming a church community, and establishing a school were 
Trinity’s first hurdles. With the guidance of the Holy Spirit, our predecessors 
planted seeds that continue to grow today.

During the 1950’s and 1960’s, God’s seeds grew in the form of new families, 
a new education building and a new sanctuary. 

In the 1970’s, Trinity’s congregation stood behind their leadership and 
joined the Lutheran Church in America, which later merged with the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

In the 1990’s, we expanded our facility and opened our doors wider to the 
St. Louis community through our larger preschool, building rentals,  

         welcoming meeting space, and as always, joyful worship.
          Our roots grew as we developed a clear Vision, 

You Matter to God, You Matter to Us
and a crucial Mission:

To be the hands and feet of Jesus Christ
in our community and the world.



OUR FUTURE
The seeds that God planted here at Trinity continue 
to grow. We, as a congregation, continue to sow the 
seeds of faith in our children, youth, and community, 
while continuing in our Lutheran heritage. We believe 
God has a vision for Trinity—that we can be a church 
that transforms our community, city, nation and the 
world. 

Through Sowing Our Future, God is calling us to 
partner with Him by investing ourselves and our 
resources in greater levels of commitment that will 
impact our St. Louis community today and for years to 
come.

To be a part of Sowing Our Future means everyone is 
praying, everyone is giving and everyone is serving—
together! Won’t you consider what it might look like 
for your life if you prayerfully contemplate what God is 
calling you to do? 

Fill to the
brim our
cup of

Blessing.

Let the vineyards
be fruitful, Lord



OUR GOALS
Over the next two years, we will journey together to discern God’s plan for Sowing Our Future in our worship, 
education and mission communities.

Primary Goal
Our primary goal is 100% Engagement

 ● We want every single person who calls Trinity Lutheran Church home to engage in Sowing Our Future 
and willingly take the next step of growth in this area of generosity.

 ● Whether you have never given before, are an infrequent contributor, or are a consistent giver, there is a 
next step God is asking you to take in this journey.

 ● If 100% of the people at Trinity become fully engaged, we expect to see an increase in generosity like 
we have never seen before.

Secondary Goal

$1.5 Million Giving Goal
Our secondary goal is monetary. This goal will provide substantial resources so we can pursue God’s plan at 
Trinity. We want to share with you our vision for how God can use this generosity initiative in unimaginable ways.



SOWING WORSHIP
Worship at Trinity inspires us to live God’s story by living out our faith in our daily lives, while being immersed in 
GOD’S GRACE. 

As we continue to welcome first-time guests each year, we are aware that first impressions matter. Many guests 
decide whether or not they will return based upon the visibility and accessibility of the church facility. For that 
reason, we are committed to providing spaces that are inviting to our guests, as well as to those who call Trinity 
their home. The investments we are considering, as God’s people generously respond, include:

Final decisions will be contingent upon the total giving 
amount received, council recommendations, and (for 
some expenditures) congregational approval.

 ● Enhance and refresh the interior and exterior of our current facility. Specific projects COULD 
include:

 ● Substantially repair or replace the leaking roof over the Worship Center, Preschool and Atrium 
 ● Enhance the audio and visual systems—soundboard, screens and projectors—in the Worship 

Center
 ● Improve parking lot lighting
 ● Update exterior to improve curb appeal
 ● Re-engineer the ground elevation on the west side of the gym building to prevent/eliminate 

persistent flooding of the gym and kitchen
 ● Columbarium—alternative for cremains

 ● Call a Seminary Intern in order to raise up the next generation of leaders to share the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ and build relationships within the church and community

 ● Hire a Musician in Residence



 ● Upgrade the preschool facility and playground. Specific projects COULD include:
 ● Pour-in-place playground
 ● Upgrade playground equipment to create meaningful learning centers, improved safety and 

increase the utility for all age groups 
 ● Painting (interior & exterior)
 ● Installing new storage systems in preschool classrooms and storage rooms
 ● Fixing the sinks and installing new cabinets in the preschool classrooms
 ● Replacing the air conditioning unit in the director’s office
 ● Purchasing new software for the preschool

 ● Remodel Trinity’s 13 bathrooms

 ● Replace preschool windows & doors to improve energy efficiency—our current windows date back to the 
1960’s

 ● Additional programming to enhance and grow the faith of young parents and build relationships 
between Trinity’s extended family and our St. Louis community 

SOWING EDUCATION
Our quality education programs enrich our community and appeal to people with diverse backgrounds. Our 
education programs include Adult Forum, Sunday School, Confirmation and Trinity Preschool. Trinity serves as 
the foundation of faith to over 150 preschoolers each year. As God’s people generously respond, we will prioritize 
ministry investments that may include:

Final decisions will be contingent upon the total giving amount received, council recommendations, and (for 
some expenditures) congregational approval.
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SOWING MISSIONS
Trinity serves our community with wonderful gathering spaces where people come to worship, learn, meet, 
play, and support other missions that impact our community. Our vision for growing our missions here at Trinity 
includes:

Final decisions will be contingent 
upon the total giving amount received, 

council recommendations, and 
(for some expenditures) 

congregational 
approval.

 ● Achieve debt freedom through paying off Trinity’s mortgage in order to free up funds to support 
ongoing missions

 ● Create special innovative mission projects so we can sow the seeds of faith beyond our walls and share 
the love of Jesus Christ with the world God loves

 ● Update the kitchen and obtain commercial kitchen certification—this would allow Trinity to prepare 
meals and sandwiches for Gateway180 and other outreach missions

 ● Cover the Capital Campaign Fees

 ● Resurface the gym floor



CHALLENGE
$1.5 MILLION
OVER TWO YEARS

We look back with gratitude for what God has done 
here at Trinity, and we look forward with great 
anticipation for what He is going to do in the future. We 
believe that God is inviting us to grow our roots down 
deep into Him, so that our community impact can grow 
and flourish.

Please prayerfully consider where you are in your 
baptismal journey. Ask God where he wants you to be 
and how you can live a life committed to Him.  

We are confident that our Trinity family will respond 
generously in order that we may Sow Our Future and 
proclaim, 

You Matter to God, You Matter to Us

while living a life committed to being 

The hands and feet of Jesus Christ
in our community and the world.

Determine how God might be calling you 
to grow in your generosity to be part of 
Sowing Our Future.
 
Join us for worship services over the next 
several weeks.

Join together in prayer as a church during 
this defining time.

Plan now to make a commitment to the 
Sowing Our Future initiative.

HERE IS WHAT WE’RE ASKING OF YOU

Gather the Hopes
 and the

Dreams of all;



GENEROSITY GIVING GUIDE
This gift giving guide illustrates an example of how God might lead us to joyfully and generously respond over 
the next two years. With these types of generous gifts, we can move forward to discern God’s plan for Sowing 
Our Future in our worship, education and mission communities.

Gifts 
Needed Gift level Annual Gift Monthly Gift Gift Level 

Total
1 $300,000 $150,000 $12,500 $300,000

1 $150,000 $75,000 $6,250 $150,000
2 $100,000 $50,000 $4,167 $200,000
2 $50,000 $25,000 $2,083 $100,000
4 $36,000 $18,000 $1,500 $144,000
4 $30,000 $15,000 $1,250 $120,000

10 $20,000 $10,000 $833 $200,000
10 $10,000 $5,000 $417 $100,000
12 $5,000 $2,500 $208 $60,000
14 $3,600 $1,800 $150 $50,400

Many Up to $5,000 Up to $2,500 Up to $208 $75,600

Two-Year Generosity Goal $1,500,000

Chart Your Course

Our Trinity community will be challenged to prayerfully 
contribute in a way that is significant. Chart your 
course—both where you are right now and where you 
want to be. Have faith and trust in God. Let Him guide 
you. Trust that He will sow the seeds of faith in our 
hearts and lives for His purpose.

Unite them with the
 Prayers we Offer.



SAMPLE COMMITMENT CARD

Grace our table
 with your 
presence,
Lord

Seeking God’s guidance is an important first step. 
May our faith in Him guide each of us as we ask Him 
to direct our next steps on this generosity journey in 
Sowing Our Future. 

INITIAL GIVING
Just beginning to give to God

OCCASIONAL GIVING
Giving back to God, but not on a regular basis

REGULAR GIVING
Giving back to God on a regular basis, but not
a consistent amount or percentage

INTENTIONAL GIVING
Planning in advance what to give to God
(dollar amount or percentage)

BOUNDLESS GIVING
Giving without restraint, with full trust in God



KEY DATES

Give us a foretaste
of the feast
to come.

DATES TO
BE UPDATED



FAQ’S
How does Sowing Our Future differ from other capital 
campaigns or a one-year stewardship pledge?

Sowing Our Future is a two-year, ministry-focused 
vision. Over the next two years, Sowing Our Future 
will provide investment dollars to grow the worship, 
education and mission ministries that God envisions at 
Trinity, while addressing evident needs. 

Over the next two years, we will focus our generosity 
on new investments that include necessary capital 
for repairing our current facility, enhancing our 
education ministry and creating new mission outreach 
opportunities. Sowing Our Future is a comprehensive 
initiative for generously responding together as God’s 
people for His inspired vision for Trinity.

Will I have the ability to designate my generosity to a 
specific part of Sowing Our Future that really excites 
me?

Just like our regular weekly offerings, gifts to the 
Sowing Our Future initiative will be undesignated. 
Two-year commitments for Sowing Our Future will 
be carefully stewarded and used for the investment 
opportunities our God leads us to. 

The Sowing Our Future goal is a $1.5 million financial 
target over two years. How did we arrive at that goal?

The Trinity campaign giving goal was arrived at 
through the prayer and discussion of Trinity’s leaders. 
It is the accumulation of marvelous opportunities 
and evident needs listed on pages 6-8 under Worship,  
Education and Missions.

What will happen if we miss our target over the next 
two years? Is there a chance one of the planned 
projects would not be completed?

We expect to reach the goal! However, if we do fall 
short, we will adjust investment plans and timetables 
proportionally, based on priorities determined by our 
leadership. We will clearly communicate any shift to 
the congregation at that time. 

I’m really excited about the great things God is doing 
through Sowing Our Future. I want to make a portion 
of my gift from stored resources. Who should I 
contact to discuss a gift of stocks, investments or 
property?

If you have any questions regarding Sowing Our Future 
gifts, or if you would like to be more involved in the 
Sowing Our Future initiative, please contact Dave 
Luethy or Harry Mueller.

I don’t have any stock, investments, or property to 
make a stored resources gift in addition to my regular 
generosity to Trinity. Is there any other way I can 
give?

There are other ways God blesses each of us with 
treasures from Him. Think about one of the most 
expensive possessions you own, besides your home 
or vehicle—it might be a motorcycle, perhaps it’s a 
hunting rifle, a piece of jewelry, or fine china. You might 
not use this possession as much as you once did. Is 
this possession a potential stored resource you could 
liquidate for God’s work here at Trinity?

How long is my commitment? 

We respectfully ask you to prayerfully seek God’s  
guidance towards making a two year-financial 
commitment for Sowing our Future beginning on 
Celebration Sunday, beginning May 31, 2020.



Should I redirect my Annual Giving to the Sowing Our 
Future Campaign?

No. Our first priority is supporting Trinity and its 
current ministries. Sowing Our Future is an over-and-
above gifting, which will look different for each
person. It may be taking another step toward 
generosity, or finding a way to prioritize personal 
expenses so we can participate in the growth of God’s 
kingdom.

Besides a commitment to giving, how can I participate 
in the Sowing Our Future initiative?

First and foremost, we want you to commit to a 
spiritual journey with us, focused on transforming 
our response to all that God provides. This includes 
growing in your faith, whether through personal 
devotion, in prayer, or through participation in Bible 
study and discussion opportunities at Trinity. We 
believe this deepening of your faith will result 
in living a life growing in generosity. 
This may mean initial giving, 
becoming more regular in 
giving, intentional giving, 
or, as led by the Holy 
Spirit, you may be 
called to boundless 
giving, confident 
of God’s 
continued 
blessings. 

How will I be updated on Sowing Our Future projects?

Over the next two years, we will keep everyone 
informed by providing frequent updates in print 
communications as well as on our website. We will 
also provide periodic updates during scheduled 
worship services, through email updates and through 
special communications on the status of Sowing Our 
Future projects. For detailed information, visit our 
website at www.YouMattertoGod.org.

FAQ’S




