
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK MARK YOUR
CALENDARS
Habitat Build Day

Saturday, November 4, 11 & 18
Volunteers Needed

All Saints Sunday
Sunday, November 5

Taste of Puerto Rico
Sunday, November 12

Noon to 2:00 PM
Help Support Hurricane 

Relief in Puerto Rico

Gateway 180
Meal & Activities

Saturday, November 18

The Gathering
Sunday, November 19

6:00 PM (Fellowship / Potluck)
    6:30 PM (Council Meeting)

Thanksgiving 
Ecumenical Service
Tuesday, November 21

7:00 PM
Worship Center

Happy Thanksgiving!
Church Office Closed

November 23 & 24

November 2017

Trinitell Monthly 
Newsletter Deadline

The deadline for submitting 
articles for the December 
Trinitell is November 15. Email 
articles or information to
news@tlc-stl.org or mail to 
Trinity.  

I / WE HAVE NOTHING TO COMPLAIN ABOUT…

We are a blessed people, but we are also 
spoiled. I know I am! I can get flustered over 
the stupidest things. . . like when my cell 
phone doesn’t get a good signal or when my 
computer takes too long to load a website. Most 
people in the world don’t have smart phones or 
computers. My impatience reveals my selfish 
immaturity.

If selfish immaturity is the virus, then I feel that thankfulness is 
the antidote. Thankfulness melts our pride and crushes our sense of 
entitlement. It reminds us that everything we have comes from God, 
and that his grace is the only reason we are blessed.

So here’s a list I recently came across from Abba Worldwide 
Ministries of 10 blessings that many people in the world don’t have. 
Go over this list, and then see if you still have complaints about 
anything.

1. Got clean water? The next time you uncap a bottle of water or 
grab a drink from the tap, remember that one in eight people in the 
world (that’s 884 million people) lack access to clean water supplies. 
Millions of women around the world spend several hours a day 
collecting water. When you take a five-minute shower, you use more 
water than a typical person in a developing country uses in a whole 
day.

2. Do you have a bathroom? About 40 percent of the world’s 
population (2.6 billion people) do not have toilets. Lack of sanitation 
facilities spreads disease and is a major reason why more than 2 
million people die annually of diarrhea.

3. How’s your electricity? Sure the power might be interrupted 
briefly here three or four times a year. But 1.6 billion people, a 
quarter of humanity, live without any electricity. 

4. Got a roof over your head? One billion people live in slums. 
That’s almost one-sixth of the world’s population. Of this total, 640 

continued on page 2
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continued from page 1  

million children live without adequate shelter; they live in cardboard boxes, tin-roofed shacks, one-room 
mud huts or filthy, crowded tenements. It’s been estimated that 1.4 billion people will live in slums by 
2020. Meanwhile, here in the United States, between 2.3 to 2.5 million people are classified as homeless.

5. Is there food on your table? In the United States we are battling an obesity epidemic. Yet according 
to UNICEF, 22,000 children die each day due to poverty. Approximately 790 million people in the 
developing world are chronically undernourished, and almost 28 percent of all children in developing 
countries are estimated to be underweight or stunted.

6. Got a stove? In developing countries, some 2.5 billion people use fuelwood, charcoal or animal dung 
to meet their energy needs for cooking. The really sad part: indoor air pollution resulting from the use of 
solid fuels claims the lives of 1.5 million people each year, more than half of them below the age of 5.

7. Got regular income? Keep in mind that at least 80 percent of humanity lives on less than $10 a day. 
The world’s average income is about $7,000 a year. Still, only about 19 percent of the world’s population 
lives in countries with per capita incomes at least this high.

8. Did you go to school? Nearly a billion people entered the 21st century unable to read a book or 
sign their names. Enrollment data shows that about 72 million children of primary school age in the 
developing world were not in school (and 57 percent of them were girls).

9. Are you generally healthy? Americans face illness like people in other nations. . . and more than 
12 million Americans are battling cancer in any given year. But, many of us have access to health care. 
In the developing world, more than 2.2 million children die each year because they are not immunized. 
An estimated 40 million people in developing countries are living with HIV/AIDS. Every year there are 
350–500 million cases of malaria, with 1 million fatalities, mostly in Africa.

10. Are you free to worship God? More than 400 Christians die for their faith every day around the 
world, and most of these believers suffer in Islamic countries. . . although the top hot spot for Christian 
persecution, according to Open Doors International, is the atheist regime of North Korea.

At times you may feel the urge to complain. . . be thankful instead! God calls us to live above this 
negativity. When we give thanks in all things, God gives us an attitude adjustment. When we thank God 
for all he has given us, our grumbling quickly melts into gratitude and our (or at least my) impatience 
turns to praise.

So thanks be to God this Thanksgiving! God, who indeed has given us all that we need, blessings not just 
of food and drink, warmth and shelter, but blessings of love and acceptance, forgiveness and hope, prayer 
and praise, love and joy. . . . 

Thanking Christ together,

Christopher M. Naig, Pastor
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ADULT FORUM
NOVEMBER ADULT FORUM

November 5:  Meet the Adult Forum Committee & Give Your Input for Future Sessions
Moderators:  The Adult Forum Committee.

Meet the new Adult Forum committee: Jeff Haferkamp, Kathy Gaal, Mary Hepperly, Dick Eissfeldt, 
Peggy Schaefer, Chuck Parrott and Pat Irmscher. Your input is needed! Come with your ideas for Adult 
Forum speakers and topics.

November 12:  Tax Planning Session Hosted by the Endowment Team
Speaker:  Dan Schindler. A manager in the Tax Services group, Dan assists individuals, businesses 
and professional service firms with tax planning and compliance, tax consulting for family businesses, 
and works closely with clients in the manufacturing and distribution industries, including craft breweries. 
He is a part of the Anders Family Wealth and Estate Planning group, providing clients with individually 
tailored planning as well as working with financial advisors. 

The guest speaker will be Daniel Schindler, CPA from the accounting firm of Anders CPAs + Advisors. We 
know that many of you have started your 2017/2018 tax planning, and we hope you will attend.

November 19:   What’s New at Lutheran Family and Children’s Services of Missouri?
Speaker:  Charles “Mike” Duggar. On March 27, 2017, Charles “Mike” Duggar became the agency’s 
new President and Chief Executive Officer. Mike holds a degree in Criminal Justice from The University 
of Tennessee at Chattanooga and a Masters of Community Psychology from Pennsylvania State 
University. He is an accomplished social service executive with 24 years of progressive experience in 
foster care, residential treatment and community-based services. He comes from Jackson, MS where 
he served as President and CEO of Methodist Children’s Homes of Mississippi. During his tenure, he 
led the organization to become certified as an X01/X04 community mental health provider, secured over 
$6 million in financial support for the organization, and was appointed to the Supreme Court Juvenile 
Justice Commission.

Meet Mike Duggar and learn more about Lutheran Family and Children’s Service of Missouri. 

November 26:  No Adult Forum—Thanksgiving Weekend

RICK STEVES’ LUTHER AND THE REFORMATION
Thursday, November 16 and 30
7:00 PM to 8:30 PM in room 123

Join the Thursday Night Small Group on November 16 and 30 in room 123 from 
7:00 PM to 8:30 PM to watch two episodes of Rick Steves’ Luther and the 
Reformation. Enjoy some fellowship and learn more about small group 
opportunities at Trinity. No RSVP needed. Contact Sandi Thorp, skipsandi@
sbcglobal.net for more information.
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OCTOBER COUNCIL MINUTES
Date: October 15, 2017 

Attendees: Todd Maloy, Ron Jones, Richard Leimgruber, Steve Paquette, Pastor Paul Bauermeister, 
Becky Luethy, Kim Stewart, Cindy Gesme, Mike Sharitz, Andrew Sobey, Nancy Buffum, Pastor Chris 
Naig, Rob Harper, Amy Jones, Morris Larson

Meeting Minutes: Recorded by Council rotation. 
Todd Maloy called the meeting to order at 6:40 PM following the Gathering. The meeting began with an 
opening prayer led by Pastor Naig. Todd presented the agenda and asked if there were any additional 
topics to be included in the evening’s schedule.  

Pastor’s Report: 
Pastor Chris spent much of his energy (aside from service and bible study prep) getting up to speed in 
the community. He has attended several synod, area, and ecumenical opportunities as well as having 
personal meetings with other ELCA pastors near us. Visitations, in-office sessions, and cottage meetings 
(the last wrapping up today) are also occupying his time as he looks to build relationships. Team and one-
on-ones with staff and volunteers continue. One thing of note as he has reviewed our guiding documents 
is that Trinity’s constitution (based on the ELCA template) has gotten a bit out of date. Council will 
review changes made by the church and take steps to include this in the annual meeting this coming 
January.   
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Steve Paquette reviewed the summary of our YTD results vs. budget and detailed highlights/lowlights in 
recent activity. We are continuing to track a surplus to the original budget through September. Receipts 
have rebounded to anticipated levels now that school has resumed. Initial budgeting for 2018 is now 
underway.    

Discussion of reports received from Staff and Teams: 

Worship & Music:  The organ dedication concert (held earlier in the day) was a great success.  
Thank you to Jennifer Spohr for a great performance, highlighting the capabilities of the new board. 
Logistics around bringing the new sanctuary piano to Trinity are progressing, as are plans for an 
initial concert and fundraising to finance the purchase. It should be here in the next few weeks, 
below the cost and time estimates. Mike Sharitz will give an update to the congregation during pre-
service announcements.  
 
Missional Service:  Rob Harper and Amy Jones provided an update regarding formalizing Trinity’s 
relationship with Lantern Hill. Council discussed a draft of a partnership statement with the goal 
of having this finalized prior to their director, Abby Williams’, visit in December. See “Stewardship” 
below for comments related to a new Time and Talent survey.
OSC Committee:  Morris Larson reported that all is well from a facilities perspective. Continuing 
to see a lot of traffic flow through Trinity’s halls. Most weekends now booked through April. No 
roof leaks from the “big storm” a couple weeks ago, but an interesting new drip over the sanctuary 
needs to be researched. Thanks to Jon Trettel and Ron Jones for installing a new utility sink in 
the janitor’s closet. Riverside Baptist has now relocated, but another ministry has already shown 
interest in taking their place.   
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OCTOBER COUNCIL MINUTES
Mike Sharitz followed up on a previous Council discussion regarding the OSC structure. In brief, our 
current bylaws were written to split what is now one group into separate committees by function:  
Facilities, Finance, Stewardship, & Endowment. While Endowment is active and successful as a 
separate body, the others are currently rolled together with the Exec Team and Council serving as 
the backstop for decision making. We will look to re-form these standing committees going forward, 
with the aims of creating efficiency and including more Trinity members in service and governance. 
See “Stewardship” below for related comments.  

Other written staff and committee reports were reviewed with no additional discussion.
 
In terms of staff positions in general, the Council discussed where we stand at present in terms of office 
and ministry needs as Pastor Chris settles into his new role and we prepare our 2018 budget. The staff 
continues to do a great job and works exceptionally well together in serving Trinity and its members. 
While there is no expectation that significant changes are needed, the interim status of positions carrying 
forward from the call process will need to be reassessed and formalized. This may also include creation of 
a staff liaison / Mutual Ministry area as researched prior. It is still too early in Pastor Chris’s tenure for 
this work, but the framework is being set during his one-on-ones with staff as he better learns everyone’s 
role and responsibilities, and we work overall to define what is needed to support our ministry priorities.

Old Business: 
Council Retreat:  Council members met for a retreat and workday on Saturday, 10/14 from 8:00 am 
– 2:00 pm. In addition to fellowship and team-building, this provided an unhurried opportunity for 
brainstorming and prioritization. Results of these discussions will flow through budget planning and 
stewardship activities as well as the annual congregational meeting.  
 
OKTOBERFEST:  Down to the details for what should be a great event on Sunday, 10/29. Volunteers 
and donations are meeting expectations, as we work to tweak a few things and build on last year’s 
success.   
 
TLC Website updates:  Ongoing. Several areas have provided comment as to what changes they might 
like to see to the website. Todd shared information from ParishSoft. This is a service that Renato Cataldo 
brought to our attention as a potential “off the shelf” solution to some of our questions regarding online 
payments, etc. Council agreed that we should proceed with due diligence on this. Pastor Chris will bring 
this and some other thoughts for tactical changes (updating images, etc.) to the staff.   

New Business: 
Stewardship 2017:  As mentioned above, it is our aim to re-establish a year-around Stewardship 
committee under the OSC as described in our bylaws. In lieu of this, this year’s campaign will be chaired 
by the Council and Exec Team. Todd will kick off the campaign (Growing Our Faith) in his article for 
the November Trinitell. Ron Jones, Claudia Pico, and Mike Sharitz will also work with the office staff 
on logistics, with a letter, pledge card, and other materials to be created. The Mission area is helping to 
create a Time and Talents survey to be included highlighting areas for members to plug in their gifts to 
our ministries. “Temple talks” during the service are tentatively slated for 11/12, 11/19, & 12/3. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:24 PM.  
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CHURCH COUNCIL NEWS
Todd Maloy

tmaloy.cfa@gmail.com 

Thirty years ago this month, the Dow Jones Industrial Average, one of the most widely followed stock 
market indexes, suffered what is still the largest single day drop in its history. On October 19, 1987, 
now commonly known as “Black Monday,” markets across the globe systematically crashed as investors 
scrambled to sell their positions. Stocks in the US fell nearly 23%, with other global markets fairing much 
worse. This was also the day I became a Portfolio Manager.  

OK. This isn’t entirely true. I was a freshman in high school and there weren’t a lot of opportunities for 
14 year-old investment managers in rural Nebraska. But I was totally fascinated by what was happening 
and could not get enough. I began reading more and more about how markets worked and their history.  
This wasn’t like when I watched the first Space Shuttle launch and dreamt of being an astronaut. I had 
found my passion.  

Before anyone thinks that I have officially lost it and believe that God crashed the stock market just to 
get my attention, I get that it doesn’t work that way. But I do believe that it is important for us to learn 
what God has in store for us and how He uses our unique gifts.  

In November, we will kick off this year’s Stewardship Campaign, themed 
Growing Our Faith. We were all called through baptism into mission as 
a member of the body of Christ. As such, each of us is tasked as faithful 
stewards with using God’s gifts in service to others. Regardless of our 
vocation (even number geeks like me), our purpose is to love and serve 
our neighbors. Throughout the stewardship campaign, we’ll talk about 
how Trinity serves as a vessel through which we combine and channel our 
individual means and abilities, growing our faith and mission together.  

We ask that you prayerfully consider not only your financial contribution 
to the church, but more importantly, the ways you can share your time 
and talents. Later in the month, you will receive a commitment card and 

instructions for submitting your pledge in person, by mail, or online. Through this, you will also have the 
opportunity to complete a Time and Talents Survey and share your interest(s) in how you can contribute 
to our many ministries.

Thank you again for your commitment to Trinity’s mission and future. We are blessed with many 
resources and opportunities to make a difference in the lives of countless people as the “hands and feet of 
Christ in our community.” The generous giving of your time, talent, and treasure helps this happen and 
makes it a great time to be a member of Trinity.  

As always, if you have any questions, wish to volunteer, or just want to learn more about one of our 
ministries, please don’t hesitate to contact me, Pastor Chris, or any member of the Congregation Council.  
 
Yours in Christ, 
Todd Maloy
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Shop with a purpose… 
 

Sunday, December 3rd 
8:15 AM – 1:00 PM in the Gym 

 
       You can purchase 
Fair Trade Items including: 

Clothes, Jewelry, Accessories, Decorations, Household & 
Food Items 

And 
Items for those in need from the  
ELCA’s Good Gifts including: 

Farm Animals, Mosquito Nets, Education,  
Healthcare, Water Projects, Mission Support,  

and much, much more. 
Proceeds benefit the ELCA’s World Hunger Program and 

“The Bridge” - a mission of the ELCA’s Central States 
Synod. 

 
* Cash, check, or charge accepted for Fair Trade items.   
* Cash or check only for ELCA Good Gifts items.  
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SUPPORT LANTERN HILL
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PLUG IN - GET INVOLVED

 SWEET CASES
FOR 

TOGETHER WE RISE

LANTERN HILL PARTNERSHIP
As Trinity Lutheran Church continues its missional service to be the “Hands and Feet of Christ,” we 
would like to announce the development of a formal partnership between Trinity and Lantern Hill. 
Lantern Hill, located in Mexico, was founded by Abby Williams and her husband, JJ, with the goal of 
breaking the chains of poverty through education to children in their formative years.
  
This organization provides educational support, nutritious meals (otherwise not available to the children), 
and a place of fellowship and laughter for the children of the village of Canon Buenavista (just outside 
of Ensenada). Formalizing the relationship simply means agreeing to a partnership between Trinity and 
Lantern Hill to reach communities in God’s world that need help and to let them know they are loved and 
that they Matter to God and to TRINITY.

This partnership would mean to you and to Trinity:
1. To continue to support Lantern Hill through prayers.
2. To continue to support Lantern Hill through Multi-generational Mission Trips.
3. To continue to support Lantern Hill with on-going financial donations.

The time-frame on this partnership will be as long as it is a blessing to both Trinity and Lantern Hill.

Want to know more? Have questions? Or just want to have conversation about Lantern Hill?
Rob Harper and Amy Jones will be available in the Upper Room on November 5th and 12th  between 
services to answer your questions.

 ● Small Stuffed 
Animals

 ● Children’s Blanket
 ● Hygiene Items 

like toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, etc.

 ● Coloring Book

 ● Books
 ● Water Bottle
 ● Children’s Pillow 

Case
 ● Flash Light/ Night 

Light
 ● Toy

Donations may be placed in the Charity of the 
Month bin in the Missions Room.

Together We Rise is a 501(c)3 non-profit 
organization comprised of motivated young 
adults and former foster youth. Their vision is to 
improve the lives of foster children in America 
who often find themselves forgotten and neglected 
by the public. This month, we are helping Trinity 
Preschool collect items for “Sweet Cases” which 
will be given to children as they enter a new home 
within the foster care system. Our hope is that 
this will help make their adjustment to their new 
environment a little easier! 

The above items will packaged in a special 
duffel bag. Each duffel bags costs $25. Monetary 
donations toward the purchase of duffel bags are 
greatly appreciated. Checks may be made payable 
to “Trinity.” Please write “Sweet Cases” on the 
memo line. Monetary donations may be dropped off 
in the office during the week or placed in the giving 
basket on Sundays.

ITEMS NEEDED:
*All Items Must Be New



11

TRINITY PRESCHOOL
Carol Bentley

cbentley@tlc-stl.org

PRESCHOOL NEWS
“Children will experience and hear daily of Jesus’ love for them,” is one 
stated purpose in the philosophy of Trinity Lutheran Preschool. This theme 
is central to our Gospel Light studies of David in November. We learn 
how David showed God’s love to others by helping his family, being kind 
to his friends, and by doing good to people who didn’t like him. This is an 
important concept for preschoolers and one with which they can identify.  

Children’s Chapel will be held on November 1st & 2nd this month. All are welcome to join us.

October was a busy month. The Fall Festival was a big hit! Thanks to all who helped make this event 
happen. Our Scholastic Book Fair was a huge success. We were able to fill our library with many new 
books! The children also enjoyed their Halloween parties during October. 

Many of our November projects focus on harvest and Thanksgiving. The children will participate in a 
Thanksgiving feast event on November 20th & 21st. 

PRESCHOOL SERVICE PROJECT
Please help Trinity Preschool with their mission project this month. We will be collecting items for 
“Sweet Cases” to give to Together We Rise. Together We Rise is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization 
comprised of motivated young adults and former foster youth. Their vision is to improve the lives of 
foster children in America, who often find themselves forgotten and neglected by the public. They bring 
resources to foster youth and use service-learning activities to educate volunteers on issues surrounding 
the foster care system. TWR works with hundreds of foster agencies, social workers, CASA advocates, 
and other partners to bring  programs to foster youth across the nation. The foundation has provided 
thousands of foster youth across the country with new bicycles, college supplies, and suitcases so that 
children do not have to travel from home to home with their belongings.

The “Sweet Cases” will be given to children as they enter a new home within the foster care system. Our 
hope is that this will help make their adjustment to their new environment a little easier! 

On page 10, listed under Charity of the Month, is a list of items we will be collecting in November for 
the “Sweet Cases.”  Each duffel bags costs $25. Monetary donations toward the purchase of duffel bags 
are greatly appreciated. Checks may be made payable to “Trinity.” Please write “Sweet Cases” on the 
memo line. Monetary donations may be dropped off in the office during the week or placed in the giving 
basket on Sundays.

Thanks in advance for your help!

Carol Bentley, Director
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PLUG IN - GET INVOLVED
GATEWAY ACTION TEAM NEWS
Be the Hands and Feet of Christ
Volunteer at Gateway 180—No Experience Necessary 

We are in need of volunteers to assist with the monthly dinners 
and activities for the residents at Gateway 180. Gateway180 is a 
valuable resource for women, children and families experiencing 
homelessness. They provide safe, nurturing emergency shelter 
and offer supportive housing programs that empower adults and 
families to become independent and permanently housed. 
  
Our next 3 dinners are scheduled for:

 ● Saturday, November 18
 ● Saturday, December 16
 ● Saturday, January 20

It’s easy to volunteer! Volunteers typically meet at Trinity at 3:00 PM to prepare a simple meal. We 
then carpool to Gateway and serve the meal by 5:00 PM (exact meeting times will be communicated in a 
follow-up email once the menu is finalized). Following dinner, we participate in a short activity with the 
residents (playtime/crafts with the children and bingo with the adults). We are usually back at Trinity 
by 7:30 PM. No experience is necessary! Our team will provide all the assistance you will need to 
contribute and feel comfortable. 

If you can give a few hours of your time to this worthwhile mission, please add your name to the 
sign-up sheet in the Missions Room next to the atrium area, or better yet, contact Ken Hardebeck 
at lhardebeck@aol.com or 636.391.7130 for more information. If you sign up, more details will be 
forthcoming via email. Dinners at Gateway are typically scheduled for the 3rd Saturday of each month.   

GATEWAY ACTION TEAM
During October, the Gateway Action Team provided support to brighten up the dormitory at Gateway 180 
by purchasing new comforters for the 50 beds. The comforters and sheet sets, purchased in partnership 
with Dayspring Baptist Church in September have provided a fresh and uplifting look for the dormitory. 
Gateway 180 staff and residents expressed their excitement and sincere appreciation to the Trinity 
family for the new bedding.

On behalf of the Trinity family, 300 2-hour bus passes were donated to Gateway180. These passes 
provide residents with critical transportation to places such as service agencies, job interviews and doctor 
appointments—all steps in their journey to becoming permanently housed.

In addition to the Saturday night dinner on October 21, a Halloween party for Gateway’s families 
was held. Youth from several groups hosted the party. The Gateway Action Team expresses sincere 
appreciation to the Steinmeyer family for organizing this fun-filled event. A great time was had by all!
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PLUG IN - GET INVOLVED

MISSION TEAM UPDATE
In previous discussions with the Trinity family, members identified Trinity Preschool as a missional 
opportunity. The Mission Team has begun working with Carol Bentley to identify and engage in missional 
service opportunities to support Trinity Preschool and its families. Preschool bibles are being purchased 
so that all children attending the preschool, ages 3 and up, have a bible for their use, both in school and at 
home. We plan to continue this support yearly so that all children attending the preschool receive a bible 
when they enter the 3 year-old classes. The Trinity family also has an opportunity to partner with the 
preschool in a mission to support Together We Rise by donating “Sweet Cases” for children in foster 
care. Information on this organization and program and how you can partner can be found in the Charity 
of the Month section on page 10. On behalf of the Trinity family, financial support for tuition for 
preschool families in need has also been provided.

As part of the Stewardship program, the Mission Team will be asking for your interest in sharing your 
Time & Talents to support current missional areas, as well as any other areas for which you have 
interest. We appreciate you taking time to complete this survey, which will be associated with other 
Stewardship program information.

The Mission Team expresses sincere appreciation for all that members of the Trinity family do to be the 
hands and feet of Christ. Please contact any member of the team if you have questions or wish to discuss/
engage in missional service. Members are:  Norma Anderson, Kathy Gaal, Rob Harper, Linda Lemke, 
Peggy Schaefer, Leslie Steinmeyer and Christie Tietjen.

The Gateway Action Team would like to share two new opportunities to be the hands and feet of Christ at 
Gateway 180.

 ●  Gateway 180 is setting up a tutoring program for children who are living at their facility. The 
program will be on Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 6:00-8:00 PM and will focus on math and 
literacy. Assistance is needed to help supervise the play aspect of the program. While two evenings a 
week is probably a difficult commitment for most of us, we would like to explore a group of volunteers 
who would be willing to commit to some type of schedule, i.e. 1st & 3rd Tuesdays or 2nd Thursdays of 
each month.

 ●  Several individuals from Dayspring Baptist Church spend a few hours on Monday mornings 
organizing donations Gateway 180 has received. We would like to explore a group of volunteers who 
would assist them, possibly once a month.

If you feel called to either of these opportunities and would like more information, please contact any 
member of the Gateway Action Team (Kathy Gaal, Ken Hardebeck, Linda Lemke, Barb & Jon Trettel, 
Dick Wegner). If there is sufficient interest to support these opportunities, we will then move forward to 
coordinate details.
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YOUTH QUAKE

 

ALL YOUTH GRADES 6 THROUGH 12 

ARE INVITED  

TO A WEEKEND THAT MAKES YOUR FAITH COME ALIVE ! 

Join Pastor Chris and Amy (Youth Director) for a weekend of 
music, celebration, learning, late night activities and 

leadership experience! 

January 19-21, 2018 

*Starts Friday at 5:30pm and ends Sunday at 11am 

*Location: Sheraton Lakeside Westport 

*Cost is based on number of attendees  
I am working on keeping the cost under $75 per person . . .  meals are NOT included in this price 

and would be additional 
 

RESERVATIONS ARE DUE NO LATER THAN 

DECEMBER 4TH TO AMY 
What is Youth Quake? – contact Amy to better understand this AWESOME weekend! 

ibamywinter@gmail.com 
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TRINITY BOOK GROUP
Monday, November 27 at 11:30 AM

A Gentleman in Moscow
 by Amor Towles 

This is the story of Count Alexander Rostov, a 
Former Person (i.e., one born into an aristocratic 
family at the time of the Russian Revolution) 
sentenced to house arrest within the walls of 
the luxurious Metropol Hotel in Moscow for the 
remainder of his life. Count Rostov begins his 
prison sentence looking ahead at a life of endless 
hours upon endless days upon endless weeks. More 
than 3 decades later, he looks back on a life filled 
with people and experiences and one singular but 
very wonderful purpose.  Count Rostov watches 
the tumultuous events of 20th century Russia 
unfold through his attic window and the eyes of the 
visitors who frequent the restaurants and rooms of 
the Metropol. Through friendships and observation, 
he finds ways to bring his beloved country inside 
his confining walls.

All are invited to bring a lunch and join our 
discussion. 

On Monday, December 11, all are invited to our Pot 
luck luncheon and movie. We will be viewing:

 “The Shack”

Questions? Call Karen Johnson at 314.275.9905.

PLUG IN - GET INVOLVED

MEALS DO MATTER
Take a meal to someone in need!
Do you know someone who is sick, healing, 
unemployed, has a new baby, just moved, just 
changed jobs, or is struggling in any way?  Please 
be the hands and feet of Christ by taking them a 
home-cooked meal from Meals Do Matter!

SUBSCRIPTION DISCOUNT
Now through November 15, you can get 35 percent 
off a subscription to Living Lutheran magazine. For 
this limited time, you can get 12 issues for $12.95. 
Go to www.livinglutheran.org/subscribe and 
enter the “FALLSAVINGS” promotion code to order 
your discounted subscription. 

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN - THANK YOU!
Thanks to all who supported the Feed My Starving Children event at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church on October 22. Over the course of the event, 816,480 
meals were packed—enough to feed 2,236 children for one year! A special thanks 
to Trinity’s team:  Emily Williams, Norma Anderson, Kathy Gaal, Peggy Beljan 
Schaefer, Max Schaefer, Chuanfen Ni, Christian Schaefer, and students from 
Rockwood High School’s National Honor Society.
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DONATIONS NEEDED FOR 
NURSES FOR NEWBORNS

Nurses for Newborns provides a safety net for 
families most at risk in order to prevent infant 
mortality, child abuse and neglect by providing 
in-home nursing visits which promote healthcare, 
education, and positive parenting skills. This 
month, we are collecting:

Donations may be placed in the Nurses for 
Newborns bin in the Missions Room.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP BUILD A HOUSE
Saturday, November 4, 11 and 18

7:45 AM to 3:30 PM

In celebration of the Reformation, ELCA congregations are coming together to build a house with Habitat 
for Humanity. Building begins on Saturday, November 4, and will continue each Saturday through 
November. Volunteers will be working at the build site from 7:45 AM until 3:30 PM. Trinity is responsible 
for providing 2 workers for Saturday, November 4; 3 workers for Saturday, November 11; and 2 workers 
for Saturday, November 18. More dates may become available depending upon the progression of the 
house. If you are interested in participating, please contact Peggy Beljan Schaefer at 636.227.4639 or 
pbschaefer@sbcglobal.net.

DONATIONS OF NEEDED
This month we continue to collect donations for 
Thanksgiving baskets:

• Cornbread Mix 
• Biscuit Mix
• Cranberry Sauce
• Canned Fruit
• Pie Filling
• Mac & Cheese

• Rice Mixes
• Vegetables
• Cream Soup
• Canned Milk
• Canned Pasta
• Canned Chicken

Donations may be placed in the Circle 
of Concern bin in the Missions Room.

 ● Diapers (all sizes)
 ● Baby Care Items 

(Lotion, Shampoo, 
Wash)

 ● Baby Formula 
(Preferably Enfamil 
w/Lipil)

 ● Baby Wipes
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DISASTER RESPONSE UPDATE
DISASTER RESPONSE UPDATE

The world has been experiencing one of the highest concentrations of major hurricanes in recent times. 
There have been at least sixteen named storms, five of which have impacted the U.S. mainland and/or 
territories, leaving widespread damage across Texas, Florida, Georgia Louisiana, Mississippi, Puerto 
Rico, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Haiti, Cuba, and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

Massive wildfires fueled by intense winds have destroyed more than 1,000 homes, endangered entire 
communities, and claimed lives in California. More than 100,000 people have been forced to evacuate 
while thousands more remain without power and other utilities.

When disaster strikes, Christians are among the first to look for opportunities to help those in need, 
whether it means lending a hand or making a monetary donation.

To date, Trinity has donated over $7,600 to Lutheran Disaster 
Response and $350 to Puerto Rico for Hurricane Relief! 

Trinity is continuing to collect donations. If you would like to 
contribute, please make your check payable to “Trinity” and write 
either “Hurricane” or “Puerto Rico” on the memo line.

In addition to donations to Lutheran Disaster Response, Thrivent members and others can help in the 
following ways:

 ●   Donate. Make a personal donation. Thrivent will match individual personal 
donations through Thrivent.com.

 ●   Volunteer. Thrivent members can share time and talent to help with recovery 
efforts by leading a Thrivent Action Team. Eligible members can also direct 
Choice Dollars®.

SUPPORT 
HURRICANE 

RELIEF IN
PUERTO RICO
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Rub and Scrub This Flu Season!
As we enter cold and flu season, remember—there's 
no better protection from germs and diseases than 
plain old soap and water. Proper hand washing 
techniques can help stop the spread of germs. So 
use warm running water, lather up, rub and scrub 
for 20 seconds, rinse and dry.

To get your questions answered on any aging topic 
call: 314.446.2475—a free service offered through 
Lutheran Senior Services (LSSLiving.org); where 
older adults live life to the fullest.

Support Seniors with Each Purchase
at Hidden Gems Resale

Lutheran Senior Services invites you to explore its 
Hidden Gems Resale shop, 9051 Watson Road in 
Crestwood, MO. Open Tuesday–Saturday, Hidden 
Gems offers fantastic bargains on gently used 
home furnishings, jewelry, books, toys, clothes, 
and more. And best of all, each purchase goes 
to support older adults who have outlived their 
ability to support themselves. To learn more, visit 
Hidden Gems on Facebook at Facebook.com/
LSSHiddenGems.

WATCH A FREE LIVE STREAM OF 
DAVE RAMSEY’S SMART MONEY 

EVENT
Location:  Trinity Lutheran Church
Date:  November 7, 2017
Time:  7:00 PM CENTRAL time

*Child Care will be provided

Over the last 25 years, millions of lives have been changed 
through Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University. This 
November, Dave will be live streaming his Smart Money 
event to churches and Financial Peace University classes 
across the country. We are excited to announce that we will 
be a host site for this event. The best part? It’s absolutely 
free for you to attend! 

Dave and Rachel Cruze will take the stage on November 7th in Phoenix, and we will stream the event in 
real time. We’d love for you to join us and learn the steps you and your family can take to live like no one 
else. Sign up today to be a part of this amazing event. 

Contact Jim Mueller, jimmueller@earthlink.net to sign up! We look forward to seeing you in 
November!
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PASTOR CHRIS’ INSTALLATION
Sunday, October 1, 2017
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CURRENT SMALL GROUPS

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
7 PM
Stephen 
Ministry 
Meeting

Location varies
1x per month

Betty Forde
314.809.2477
bforde9696@
sbcglobal.net 

8:30 AM 
Gateway 
Brown Bag 
Group

Gym Kitchen
2nd Monday of 
the Month

Kathy Gaal
314.540.2690
kgaal@
sbcglobal.net

10:00 AM Bible 
Study led by 
Pastor Chris
Room 123 
Weekly

Pastor Chris
636.227.5432

6:30 AM
Men’s Bible 
Study

Room 123
Weekly  

Gene Kerr
636.265.2776
GKerr@aol.com

7:00 AM
Men’s Bible 
Study

Room 123 
Weekly
Oct. to May

Larry Lemke
314.307.4363
lalemke@
sbcglobal.net

9:00 AM
MOPS
(Mothers of 
Preschoolers)

2x per month
Dates Vary

Kristen Kraus
314.323.3833
krauskm27@
gmail.com

11:30 AM
Book Group

Room 123 
4th Monday of 
the Month 

Karen 
Johnson
314.275.9905
mrsDRJx5@
gmailcom

9:30 AM
Women’s 
Small Group

Upper Room
1st & 3rd 
Wednesday of 
the Month

Kim Stewart
636.391.8807
JGalenS@aol.
com

1:00 PM
Christ Care 
Group

Room 123
1st & 3rd 
Thursday of 
the Month

Lynn Sapp
314.540.2634
jksapp@
charter.net

3:00 PM
Gateway 180
  
Meal & Activity
3rd Saturday
of the Month 

Ken 
Hardebeck @ 
636.391.7130 
lhardebeck@aol.
com

7:00 PM
Itch to Stitch 

Upper Room
2nd and 4th 
Monday of the 
Month

Sandi Thorp
314.322.6009
skipsandi@
sbcglobal.net

7:00 PM
Parish Choir

Room 261
Weekly
Sept. to May

Jennifer 
Spohr
314.307.0161
jennifer@
spohrpiano.com

6:45 PM
Thursday 
Night Small
Group 

Room 123 
every other 
Week

Sandi Thorp
314.322.6009  
skipsandi@
sbcglobal.net 

Various Times
Irmscher 
Small Group

Pat Irmscher
636.230.5937
patcatless@aol.
com

If you are interested in joining a 
small group, please call or email the 
contact person listed above or Sandi 
Thorp at 314.322.6009 or skipsandi@
sbcglobal.net
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS & UPDATES

 ● Pastor Chris, Todd Maloy, Amy Jones, Cindy Gesme, Kim Stewart, Vicki Dohrmann and Ron Jones 
for helping out with the Preschool Fall Festival! 

 ● Todd Maloy & all the Oktoberfest volunteers for planning, organizing, cooking, making auction 
baskets, soliciting donations and running Trinity’s Second Annual Oktoberfest!

 ●  Ken & Lisa Hardebeck for coordinating the luncheon after El Cason’s Memorial service.
 ● All those who brought food for the Memorial luncheon.
 ●  Cindy Gesme, Sharon Hild and Pat Irmscher for laundering the tablecloths after the luncheon.
 ●  Ron Jones for the never-ending job of blowing & raking leaves around Trinity and for fixing the roof 

vent where a squirrel was getting in the building!
 ●  Norma Anderson for arranging the Flu Clinic at Trinity!
 ●  Jennifer Spohr for her wonderful organ dedication recital and all who attended!
 ●  Jon Trettel & Ron Jones for plumbing help with a new sink!
 ●  Elaine Larson & Ron Jones for helping set up and take down chairs & tables for large meetings every 

month at Trinity!

THANK YOU!

Dear Trinity Lutheran Church,

We would like to thank you so much for the donations of 
underwear, clothing and backpacks for our emergency unit 
children. These make the lives of children going to foster care, 
or those whose clothing has been seized for evidence, so much 

easier. It is very difficult when you are removed from your home, taken to a home where you 
are a strnger, and you have no personal possessions. Your generous gifts will insure that these 
children have something to call their own as they adjust to the challenges of being in foster 
care. 

As the social workers who explain to them that they cannot go home and prepare them for the 
transition from our emergency unit, we have found that a backpack, blanket and stuffed toy 
can sometimes make a big difference in their anxiety level. Please know that your gifts will 
bring comfort to a hurting child.

Kindest regards,

Margie Batek, LCSW
Supervisor of Social Work
St. Louis Children’s Hospital
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Please pray for…Elena Ubben, Florence Artaserse, Umesh, Aru & Arjun Mapari, Erik & his 
family, Cam, Emma W, Sean Lappin, Eric R, Emma & Lexi Thelen, Olivia & Landon, Marie, Gertrude 
Wynn, Ameenah & family, Robert Gerst, Jadon & Anias, Wanda & Brenda, Bob Banas, Buddy Cason, 
John Gorman III, John Szott, Julie, Erv Mild, Michelle, Mike, Steve Mueller, all those needing 
reassurance & healing, peace, people of Puerto Rico, victims of distaster & violence, those traveling, 
St. Louis Police, bike patrol officers & St. Patrick’s workers who are concerned and trying to help the 
homeless, support, wisdom, knowledge for lawyers, judges, clerks in the legal system, those who are 
homeless, mentally ill or with addictions 

Those who are hospitalized / undergoing surgery…Pastor John Mann (former interim pastor at 
Trinity), Janet Kaitschuk Williams, Marie Gomez

Those in need of healing…Pat, Clarence Seckel, Dick Johnson, Wallace Larsen, Dick Tate, Hazel 
Makowski, Shickoh Jadali, Steve Mueller, Azadeh, Gerry L, Hamid, Irene D, Polly Sievert, Lou Ann 
Ditchfield, Ali, Arjun, Brad Young, Jessica Tietjen, Linda Sewell, Mary Alice Long, Peggy Schaefer, 
Ruth Sprague, Sandy Lindenberg

Those undergoing treatment…Earl Lindenberg, Drew Aufderheide, Steve Hild, Barbara MacPeek, 
Scott Anderson, Edward Bussmann, John Traube, Ashley Parrish’s cousin, Mary Alice (Peggy Miller’s 
aunt), 

Those in hospice care…Trudy Mueller (mother of Jim Mueller), Steve R (family friend of Dorothy 
Norland)

For the family and friends of…
 ● Dr. El Cason, beloved husband of Elizabeth “Buddy” Cason, who passed away peacefully on October 

2 
 ● Hans Lofgren, nephew of Lorin Lofgren, who passed away on October 6 
 ● Martha Walsh, who passed away on October 12 (friend of Pat Irmscher)
 ● Mary Wrausmann, beloved sister-in-law of Ruth Rangel, who passed away on October 17
 ● Zach Best (friend of the Baumgart family)

Those serving our country…
 ● Eric Mueller
 ● Eric Oberg

Thanksgiving and praise for…
 ● The birth of Emily Joan Morrow on October 17, great-granddaughter of Emily Williams!
 ● The marriage of Claire Luethy (daughter of Dave & Becky Luethy) and Robert Foehrkolb on October 28!
 ● The upcoming marriage of John Henselmeier (son of Dale & Karen Henselmeier) and Aimee Morris on November 

5, 2017!
 ● The birth of Silas Asher Harrow, daughter of Emily & Adam Harrow, who arrived October 1 (grandson of Karen 

And Dale Henselmeier)! 
 ● Successful medical procedure for John Williams (son of Emily Williams)!

To make a prayer request…
 ● Call the church office—636.227.5432
 ● Email news@tlc-stl.org or bpecher@tlc-stl.org
 ● Enter prayer requests on our website: www.YouMattertoGod.org
 ● Prayers remain on the list for two weeks and may be renewed by request.

MEMBERSHIP NEWS & UPDATES
PRAYERS FROM OCTOBER 2017
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Connor Jones 11/1
Adrien Zambrano 11/1
Emily Hobgood 11/3
Susan Seckel 11/4
Addison Bossi 11/5
Riley Bossi 11/5
Rohan Bossi 11/5
Cheryl Pfleger 11/5
Erika Mortenson 11/6
Nick Schaefer 11/7
Denise Beale 11/8
Darrell Fee 11/8
Jennifer Larsen 11/10
Bob LePoire 11/10

Mike Hope 11/11
Dick Wegner 11/13
Susan Anderson 11/14
Elizabeth Rourke 11/14
Nolan Sanders 11/14
Harrison Hinrichs 11/19
Lillian Mueller 11/19
Jon Trettel 11/19
Janice Zimmerman 11/19
Michael Anderson 11/20
Lou Ann Ditchfield 11/20
Becky Tidswell 11/23
Shirley Sajban 11/24
Kelsey Salisbury 11/24

Izza Naig 11/26
Dottie Rasche 11/26
Jim Cornelison 11/27
Rob Harper 11/27
Joan Magruder 11/28
KJ Sharitz 11/28
Mark Wismar 11/28
Patsy Sobey 11/29
Sidnei Chollet 11/30
Sandy Lindenberg 11/30
Amanda Miller 11/30
Daniel Miller 11/30

UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS

UPCOMING ANNIVERSARIES
Greg Huschka & Jessica Tietjen 11/1/2014
Ron & Gwen Birke 11/10/1973
Bruce & Phyllis Baker 11/16/2002

Mike & Heather Little 11/17/2001
Micheal & Rhonda Patrick 11/27/1993

If your email address or cell phone number has changed, or if we don’t have your information, 
please let the church office know, JoinUs@tlc-stl.org or 636.227.5432.

Silas Asher Harrow
October 1
grandson of Karen And Dale 
Henselmeier

Emily Joan Morrow
October 17
great-granddaughter of Emily 
Williams

Judy Hartz
2017 Park Drive
Pacific, MO 63069

NEW ADDRESS SYMPATHY BIRTHS
El Cason
husband of Buddy Cason

Hans Lofgren
nephew of Lorin Lofgren

Mary Wrausmann
sister-in-law of Ruth Rangel



Council President:  Todd Maloy
Vice-President:  Ron Jones
Secretary:  Richard Leimgruber
Treasurer:  Steve Paquette

At-Large Members:  Nancy Buffum
Paul Bauermeister 
Cindy Gesme 
Becky Luethy

Claudia Pico
Mike Sharitz
Andrew Sobey
Kim Stewart

CHURCH LEADERSHIP
The Rev. Christopher Naig
Pastor
pastor@tlc-stl.org

Morris Larson, x110
Operations
mlarson@tlc-stl.org

Becca Pecher, x100
Office Manager
bpecher@tlc-stl.org

Amy Jones, x114
Children & Youth Ministry/
Nursery Coordinator
ibamywinter@gmail.com

Kelly Sturm, x102
Bookkeeper
ksturm@tlc-stl.org

Sandi Thorp, x119
Congregational Care
skipsandi@sbcglobal.net

Leslie Steinmeyer, x111
Communications
news@tlc-stl.org

Jennifer Spohr
Organist/Music
jennifer@spohrpiano.com

Norma Anderson, x116
Parish Nurse
norma.anderson@swbell.net

Carol Bentley, x103
Preschool Director:
cbentley@tlc-stl.org


