
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK MARK YOUR
CALENDARS
Decorate Trinity 

for Christmas
Saturday, December 2

Fair Trade Christmas Market
Sunday, December 3

Trivia Night to Benefit
Lantern Hill Mission
Saturday, December 9

Keep, O My Spirit
A Musical Advent Meditation

Sunday, December 10
7:00 PM

The Christmas Story Worship
Sunday, December 17

The Gathering
Sunday, December 17

The Longest Night Worship
Thursday, December 21

7:00 PM

Christmas Eve Worship
Sunday, December 24

Advent Worship Service:
9:00 AM and 11:15 AM

Christmas Eve Worship Service:
4:00 PM and 7:00 PM

December 2017

Trinitell Monthly 
Newsletter Deadline

The deadline for submitting 
articles for the January 
Trinitell is December 15. Email 
articles or information to
news@tlc-stl.org or mail to 
Trinity.  

ADVENT . . . JOY COMES AT CHRISTMAS

Can you remember what Christmas was like 
when you were a young child? Take a moment 
to think back.

What things were most memorable for you?

What emotions did you feel?

As much as I would like to say the most 
memorable things for me were family and family traditions… and 
those have become more important for me. . . the thing I remember 
most about Christmas was the emotion of longing for that moment 
when I could open my presents and receive all those wonderful things 
that were tucked under the Christmas tree specifically earmarked for 
me. 

When I was younger, it was hard to concentrate on much else other 
than those presents. And when the moment came…that moment 
when I could tear through that thin barrier of wrapping paper that 
was standing between me and my gifts…it was a time of great joy! 
Everything else about the season worked as a crescendo to that 
moment of pure bliss. Good gifts from a loved one can have that effect 
on us.

In this Advent and Christmas Season, I hope that we approach 
this year’s Christmas Season in the same way. In the midst of the 
shopping…the housecleaning…the hectic schedules…I hope that 
there is that sense of simply sitting back and joyfully receiving a 
gift from a loved one. For that is how God wants us to experience it. 
In Ephesians 2, Paul writes: “God saved you by His grace when 
you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift 
from God.” God wanted to, and did, give us a wonderful gift that 
Christmas. So we can know that no matter what else is going on in 
our lives that we are deeply loved by God, for he didn’t forget us that 
first Christmas. The gift is there.

The emotion that God hopes we receive from that gift was spoken 
through the very lips of an angel: “. . . but the angel reassured 
them. ‘Don’t be afraid!’ he said. ‘I bring you good news that 

continued on page 2
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continued from page 1  

will bring great joy to all people. The Savior…yes, the Messiah, the Lord… has been born 
today in Bethlehem, the city of David!’”

May you have a Christmas filled with that joy as you see that there is a gift under the tree from God to 
you. Have fun opening it!

Joy,

Pastor Chris

THE LONGEST NIGHT
“BLUE CHRISTMAS”
WORSHIP SERVICE 

December 21 at 7:00 PM 

The name comes from the acknowledgment that 
in a season when many are celebrating the joy of 
Christmas, others are feeling “blue” for a variety 
of reasons. This type of service is also sometimes 
called “The Longest Night.” On December 21, 
we literally experience the shortest day and the 

longest night of the year. But the name also applies to the feeling that a number of us have about this 
season. It is the “long dark night of the soul,” “the winter of our discontent,” in which memories of past 
experiences and the pain of present experiences can become overwhelming. 
  
For some, Christmas Day is the most difficult. For others, Christmas Eve, or New Year’s Eve, or the 
beginning of another lonely New Year may be the most painful.
  
In this service, we will have some singing appropriate to the season, recognizing that this is not only a 
season of joy. We will invite you to meditate on the pain and anguish you may bring, and to offer your 
pain to the Christ child. And we trust that you will find hope and comfort in knowing that you are not 
alone.
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ADULT FORUM
DECEMBER ADULT FORUM

December 3:  Preliminary Budget Presentation

December 10 & 17:  The Grace of Resilience... Embracing God’s Power to Endure 
Speaker:  Dr. Richard Johnson. Dr. Richard Johnson, Psychologist nationally recognized for his 
pioneering work in Adult Faith Formation, and Inner Healing, author of many books and articles all 
focused upon God’s grace in our maturing (illumination) years.

We welcome Dick back after many months of experiencing the “grace of resilience and God’s power to 
endure,” as he recovered from an attack of Guillain-Barre Syndrone. The human capacity of resilience 
allows us to rally our psychological and spiritual resources to withstand crises, weather repeated 
difficulties, and survive adversities of body, mind and spirit. The Virtue of Resilience is regarded 
as the “immune system” of the soul. This series of two sessions explores the role resilience plays in 
strengthening our capacity to live our faith and our lives in greater confidence and competence, so we can 
better walk in the ways of the Lord.

December 10:  Part One: The Grace of Resilience. Reframing and Resolving, Fear and Courage, 
Personal Power, Loyalty and Flexibility, Belonging and Resistance, and Healing Wounds.

December 17:  Part Two: The Grace of Resilience. Compassion, Trauma and Tragedy, 
Belonging and Integrity, Mindfulness and Humor, Hope and Gratitude, and Supporting Lifelong 
Resilience.

December  24:   No Adult Forum—Christmas Eve

December  31:   No Adult Forum—New Year’s Eve

Christmas Eve Worship Services
DECEMBER 24

ADVENT WORSHIP SERVICE  
9:00 AM AND 11:15 AM

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICE
4:00 PM AND 7:00 PM
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NOVEMBER COUNCIL MINUTES
Date:  November 19, 2017 

Attendees:  Todd Maloy, Ron Jones, Richard Leimgruber, Steve Paquette, Pastor Paul Bauermeister, 
Becky Luethy, Kim Stewart, Cindy Gesme, Mike Sharitz, Andrew Sobey, Nancy Buffum, Pastor Chris 
Naig, Rob Harper, Amy Jones, Kathy Gaal, Morris Larson

Meeting Minutes:  Recorded by Council rotation. 

Todd Maloy called the meeting to order at 6:42 PM following the Gathering. The meeting began with an 
opening devotion and prayer by Pastor Naig. Todd presented the agenda and asked if there were any 
additional topics to be included in the evening’s schedule.  

Pastor’s Report:
Pastor Chris had the opportunity for some continuing education over the past weeks, with both the 
Bishop’s Convo and an ecumenical class at SLU. Themes of both were around change and long-term vision 
for the church. Aside from this, he spent much of his energy on service and bible study prep, confirmation 
class, and visitations. He is also continuing to build relationships across Area 10, getting to know other 
leaders in the community. In terms of the office, team and one-on-ones with staff and volunteers will 
continue as he learns more about our current roles and capabilities with a view toward Trinity’s ministry 
plan and his “next 100 days.”   

Treasurer’s Report:
Steve Paquette reviewed the summary of our YTD results vs. budget and detailed highlights/lowlights 
in activity through October. Giving is very close to anticipated levels and operating expenses remain in 
check. Increased preschool revenue with limited additional costs continue driving what is an anticipated 
to be a surplus despite one-off costs related to our pastoral call.  See below for info on stewardship and 
budgeting for 2018.

Discussion of reports received from Staff and Teams: 

 ● Worship & Music:  The new sanctuary piano is in. While visually similar, the sound and “action” 
are markedly better. The project came in under anticipated cost, with the resale value of the old 
piano offsetting moving expense. Dedicated memorials covered the purchase; however a concert 
and potential fundraising to replenish these funds are still in the works for the new year. Other 
worship planning for special Advent services, including a concert on December 10th are going well.  
Church decorating (and fellowship) scheduled for December 2nd.      

 ● Missional Service:  The Lantern Hill partnership statement discussed in prior meetings was 
presented by Committee to Council for formal adoption. Rob Harper and Amy Jones were in 
attendance to answer questions as well as to provide an update on upcoming activities. After brief 
discussion, the statement was unanimously approved. Kathy Gaal went on to highlight other 
areas of their written report, including the intended use of the Time and Talent survey included 
in our Stewardship packet.

 ● Preschool / Children’s Ministries:  Closing out the year on a high note, with Christmas 
programs for both the preschool and Sunday School coming up the week of 12/17. All are invited 
to attend.  



5

NOVEMBER COUNCIL MINUTES
 ● OSC Committee:  Traffic flow through Trinity remains very steady. Facilities are booked 

through early next year. Morris is working with insurance carriers to re-up for 2018. Work on the 
lights near the sanctuary peak is to be undertaken soon. New plumbing issues were discovered in 
the gym over the weekend; cause and remediation to be determined. Thanks to all that help with 
these and other facility issues as they arise.  

 ● Endowment Committee:  Adult forum planning conversation hosted by the Endowment team 
was timely and well received. Endowment balance is now nearing $200k. Committee is currently 
discussing needs/opportunities for 2017 distributions.  

Other written staff and committee reports were reviewed with no additional discussion. 

Old Business:
OKTOBERFEST / Taste of Puerto Rico:  Thank you to all that helped organize and/or contributed 
to these two great community events here at Trinity. Each was highly successful, both in increasing 
fellowship and raising funds for people in need.    

Council Retreat follow-up (Caring Ministries):  As mentioned previously, during the recent offsite 
meeting Council members took a deep dive into the areas highlighted by the congregation as ministry 
priorities in our call letter. In particular we reviewed Caring Ministries, first taking inventory of our 
various programs and beginning to discuss what structure and resources are needed going forward to 
support these important efforts. Council members have begun to interview key staff and volunteers 
in areas including calls, in home & hospital visits, greeting & visitor opportunities, and new member 
orientation. This will be a continued focus of the Council, highlighted in Time and Talent surveys and the 
upcoming Congregational Meeting

New Business:
Stewardship:  This year’s campaign (Growing Our Faith) kicked off earlier this month. Packets were 
mailed to all members and updates added to e-mails and the TLC website. Ron Jones and Mike Sharitz 
gave Temple Talks, with Claudia Pico slated for December 10th. Council discussed anticipated results, 
including Sunday morning attendance and giving unit trends. Information is only now starting to come in 
with more details to follow.

2018 Budget / Ministry Plan:  The first pass at the 2018 budget was presented for discussion. This 
draft includes input from staff and committees for anticipated expenses of their mission and ministry 
plans as well as any known changes to other costs (such as contracts, benefits, etc.). A high-level version 
will also be shared with the congregation for their input on December 3rd between services. Info around 
expected giving and any other significant changes will be added as this information comes into view. A 
final budget will need to be approved by the end of December to meet publication requirements of the 
Congregational Meeting.  

The meeting adjourned at 8:41 PM to a brief closed session related to staff and salary considerations for 
the 2018 budget.  
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CHURCH COUNCIL NEWS
Todd Maloy

tmaloy.cfa@gmail.com 

As I write this we are traveling back to St Louis from Nebraska, having spent Thanksgiving with our 
extended families. We are blessed in that for us this means seeing and hearing about the exploits of any 
number of young nieces, nephews, cousins, and family friends. Unlike some years, I felt relatively up-to-
date as we (OK, almost entirely Nicole) keep up with many of them via Facebook. We used Skype to visit 
with my niece studying abroad in Estonia (no idea where that is) and exchanged e-mail addresses with 
my teenage nephew, even though I’m sure he doesn’t use anything that ancient to communicate with his 
friends. He included a link to where his upcoming basketball games will be streamed online.     

I couldn’t help thinking as the weekend progressed about how our “communities” are changing, 
particularly in terms of our relationships with friends and family. Technology is making it much easier 
to stay connected, to share information and ideas, and to meet new people with common interests. Our 
personal networks are hardly limited to a physical place or geography. The church, as we hear from our 
leaders, is certainly no exception.  

Pastor Chris often talks about our youth and how important it is to 
bring the church outside our walls and to “meet them where they 
are.” As an example, check out the results on the right from a recent 
survey of where Generation Z (people born after 1995) go for their 
entertainment. Most of these didn’t exist a few years ago and “other 
streaming services” is full of stuff I’ve never even heard of. Don’t 
get fooled into thinking this is just a phenomenon for young people. 
By last Friday afternoon, everyone, including Aunt Marie who just 
turned 90, was talking about the winner of this year’s National Dog 
Show and the Tweets comparing him to Chewbacca.

We agreed in our Ministry Site Profile that our chief priorities as 
a congregation include fostering a sense of community among our 
members and building strong relationships across the communities 
we serve. In this we will need to pay special attention to what “community” means today and in the 
future. As we focus on areas such as our caring ministries, small groups, and evangelism, we have a 
chance to rethink these definitions and reshape our efforts for Christ.   

It’s such an exciting time as we learn together what God is up to at Trinity! Thank you for your part in 
His important work. If you have any questions, wish to volunteer, or want to learn more about ways you 
can help, please don’t hesitate to contact me, Pastor Chris, or any member of the Congregation Council.

All the best to you and your families over the holidays,  

Todd Maloy
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TRINITY PRESCHOOL
Carol Bentley

cbentley@tlc-stl.org

PRESCHOOL NEWS
During November, the Preschool 
students studied David and learned 
how David showed God’s love by 
helping his family, friends, and 
others.  Our Thanksgiving Feasts 
brought the story of the Pilgrims 

and Native Americans alive for us and helped us to thank God for 
his abundant blessings. We also learned the joy of giving to others 
by collecting items for “Together We Rise”—a program for foster 
children.  

PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION STARTS IN JANUARY
In January, we will begin our registration for the 2018-2019 school year. Trinity Preschool provides 
a developmentally appropriate Christian educational experience for children ages 1-5. We encourage 
members to register their preschoolers and/or proudly tell their friends about the quality preschool 
program we sponsor.
  
Trinity Preschool’s registration schedule is as follows:
 Members of Trinity: January 16: 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM
 Currently enrolled: January 17: 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM
 Alumni families:  January 17: Noon – 2:00 PM
 Open to Public:  January 18: 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM

Please call the Preschool office, 636.227.5720 if you would like more 
information or to schedule a tour.  

PRESCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
December is a month of great joy for the Preschool as we prepare 
to celebrate Jesus’ birth! The joy of Christmas is also evident in the 
songs of our little ones as we practice the music to our Christmas 
program entitled, “A Night of Great Joy.” This is sure to be a 
wonderful celebration. The Christmas Program will be held on 
December 19th and 20th. You are welcome to join us at any of the 
performances! The Staff of Trinity Preschool would like to wish you a 
blessed Christmas filled with the love of Christ.  

Carol Bentley
Trinity Preschool Director
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PLUG IN - GET INVOLVED

SEASON OF 
SHARING

Help Local Foster Kids
this Christmas

Now through December 3rd

The LFCS Season of Sharing 
tree is now set up in the Atrium. 
Please select an ornament or 
two off the tree and purchase the 
item specified. UNWRAPPED 
gifts should be dropped off at 
Trinity by December 3rd. 
Please attach the ornament to 
your gift. Gifts may be placed 
in the Charity of the Month bin 
in the Missions Room, dropped 
off in Morris Larson’s office 
on Sundays or brought to the 
church office. We will also accept 
monetary donations. Please 
make checks payable to “Trinity” 
with “Season of Sharing” on the 
memo line. Thank you! 

2018 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN
Please complete your pledge by December 10

The 2018 Stewardship Campaign—”Growing Our Faith” ends on 
December 10. Time & Talent Surveys, pledge cards and envelopes are 
available in the Narthex and Atrium. You may also make your pledge 
online at www.youmattertogod.org. We pray that your participation 
in this Stewardship Campaign will help Trinity be the hands and feet of 
Christ in our community.
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Shop with a purpose… 
 

Sunday, December 3rd 
8:15 AM – 1:00 PM in the Atrium 

 
       You can purchase 
Fair Trade Items including: 

Clothes, Jewelry, Accessories, Decorations, Household & 
Food Items 

And 
Items for those in need from the  
ELCA’s Good Gifts including: 

Farm Animals, Mosquito Nets, Education,  
Healthcare, Water Projects, Mission Support,  

and much, much more. 
Proceeds benefit the ELCA’s World Hunger Program and 

“The Bridge” - a mission of the ELCA’s Central States 
Synod. 

 
* Cash, check, or charge accepted for Fair Trade items.   
* Cash or check only for ELCA Good Gifts items.  
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YOUTH QUAKE

 

ALL YOUTH GRADES 6 THROUGH 12 

ARE INVITED  

TO A WEEKEND THAT MAKES YOUR FAITH COME ALIVE ! 

Join Pastor Chris and Amy (Youth Director) for a weekend of 
music, celebration, learning, late night activities and 

leadership experience! 

January 19-21, 2018 

*Starts Friday at 5:30pm and ends Sunday at 11am 

*Location: Sheraton Lakeside Westport 

*Cost is based on number of attendees  
I am working on keeping the cost under $75 per person . . .  meals are NOT included in this price 

and would be additional 
 

RESERVATIONS ARE DUE NO LATER THAN 

DECEMBER 4TH TO AMY 
What is Youth Quake? – contact Amy to better understand this AWESOME weekend! 

ibamywinter@gmail.com 
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SUPPORT LANTERN HILL
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SUPPORT LANTERN HILL
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MISSION TEAM UPDATE
On behalf of the Trinity family, the Mission Team provided support for several organizations last month:

 ●  Bibles were purchased for children 3 years old and up attending Trinity Preschool.
 ●  Funds were designated to provide financial assistance for Trinity Preschool families.
 ●  $2,500 was provided to All Among Us. All Among Us is a program in North County that is rehabbing 

the old Zion Lutheran Church building in order to provide a shelter for 16 situationally homeless 
women. This funding will help support work that is being done on the facilities to make the building 
usable for a shelter.

 ●  $2,000 was donated to ELCA Good Gifts for use where needed.
 ●  $500 was provided to Lutheran Senior Service in order to assist with purchase of Christmas gifts for 

clients without family.

The Mission Team appreciates your time to complete the Time and Talents survey, including indication of 
your interest in area(s) of missional service. Based on your response, a member of the Mission Team will 
reach out to you to provide more information on your area(s) of interest so that you can determine if and 
how you can serve.

PLUG IN - GET INVOLVED
GATEWAY ACTION TEAM NEWS
Be the Hands and Feet of Christ
Volunteer at Gateway 180—No Experience Necessary 

We are in need of volunteers to assist with the monthly dinners 
and activities for the residents at Gateway 180. Gateway180 is a 
valuable resource for women, children and families experiencing 
homelessness. They provide safe, nurturing emergency shelter 
and offer supportive housing programs that empower adults and 
families to become independent and permanently housed. 
  
Our next 3 dinners are scheduled for:

 ● Saturday, December 16
 ● Saturday, January 20
 ● Saturday, February 17

It’s easy to volunteer! Volunteers typically meet at Trinity at 3:00 PM to prepare a simple meal. We 
then carpool to Gateway and serve the meal by 5:00 PM (exact meeting times will be communicated in a 
follow-up email once the menu is finalized). Following dinner, we participate in a short activity with the 
residents (playtime/crafts with the children and bingo with the adults). We are usually back at Trinity 
by 7:30 PM. No experience is necessary! Our team will provide all the assistance you will need to 
contribute and feel comfortable. 

If you can give a few hours of your time to this worthwhile mission, please add your name to the 
sign-up sheet in the Missions Room next to the atrium area, or better yet, contact Ken Hardebeck 
at lhardebeck@aol.com or 636.391.7130 for more information. If you sign up, more details will be 
forthcoming via email. Dinners at Gateway are typically scheduled for the 3rd Saturday of each month.   
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PLUG IN - GET INVOLVED

GATEWAY ACTION TEAM
The Gateway Action Team would like to share two new opportunities to be the hands and feet of Christ at 
Gateway 180.

 ●  Gateway 180 is setting up a tutoring program for children who are living at their facility. The 
program will be on Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 6:00–8:00 PM and will focus on math and 
literacy. Assistance is needed to help supervise the play aspect of the program. While two evenings a 
week is probably a difficult commitment for most of us, we would like to explore a group of volunteers 
that would be willing to commit to some type of schedule, i.e. 1st & 3rd Tuesdays or 2nd Thursdays of 
each month.

 ●  A few individuals from Dayspring Baptist Church spend a few hours on Monday mornings organizing 
donations Gateway 180 has received. We would like to explore a group of volunteers that would assist 
them, possibly once a month.

If you feel called to either of these opportunities and would like more information, please contact any 
member of the Gateway Action Team (Kathy Gaal, Ken Hardebeck, Linda Lemke, Barb & Jon Trettel, 
Dick Wegner). If there is sufficient interest to support these opportunities, we will then move forward to 
coordinate details.

On behalf of the Trinity family, monthly Saturday night dinners and activities and Brown Bag lunches 
continue to be provided. Please prayerfully consider joining us to share your time with the clients of 
Gateway 180. In addition to our December dinner and activities, we will be giving a small gift to members 
of Gateway 180 staff to say “thank you” for the work they do to enable permanent housing for those 
served by Gateway 180.  

The Gateway Action Team is continually working with Gateway 180 staff to identify additional 
opportunities to support their mission. We would also like to express a sincere Thank You for your 
continued donations.

The Mission Team expresses our sincere appreciation for all that members of the Trinity family do to be 
the hands and feet of Christ. While not an exhaustive list, a special thank you for:

 ●  Volunteers for the Habitat Build. Your time to support this worthwhile endeavor is greatly 
appreciated.

 ●  Support of the Fair Trade Christmas Market.
 ●  Support of Trinity Preschool’s mission project to support “Together We Rise” by donating “Sweet 

Cases” for children in foster care.
 ●  Donations for Circle of Concern, Nurses for Newborns, Gateway 180.
 ●  All the individual work done to show Christ’s love to the world.

The Mission Team is available for any suggestions or questions you may have. Members are Norma 
Anderson, Kathy Gaal, Rob Harper, Linda Lemke, Peggy Schaefer, Leslie Steinmeyer and Christie 
Tietjen.
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PLUG IN - GET INVOLVED

MEALS DO MATTER
Take a meal to someone in need!
Do you know someone who is sick, healing, 
unemployed, has a new baby, just moved, just 
changed jobs or is struggling in any way?  Please 
be the hands and feet of Christ by taking them a 
home-cooked meal from Meals Do Matter!

Our freezer is stocked with the following 
meals:

 ●  Sloppy Joes, Mac & Cheese, Buns, and corn (2 
or 4 serving meals)

 ●  Creamy Chicken Wild Rice Soup, with Garlic 
Bread (2 or 4 serving meals)

 ●  Pepperoni Pizza Chili with Garlic Bread (2 or 4 
serving meals)

 ●  Shredded Pork with Buns, Potluck Potatoes, & 
Vegetable (4 serving meals)

Extra items available on freezer door:
Garlic Bread, Take & Bake Pretzels, Dollar Buns

Desserts are also available!

Thank you to Thrivent for providing funding to 
Meals Do Matter. 

Remember, if you are a Thrivent member, you 
have access to funds to use for your favorite service 
project or fundraiser! Contact Corlyn Salisbury, 
rwscms@sbcglobal.com or 636.225.1457 if you’d 
like to help. 

SUPPORT MEALS DO MATTER
by Shopping at Schnucks in December 

(at the Hilltown Village Center location only)

Meals Do Matter has been chosen for the 
Schnucks—Bags 4 My Cause Program!

Visit the Schnucks at 141 Hilltown Village Center, 
Chesterfield MO (near Chesterfield Parkway 
and Olive Blvd) during December. Purchase this 
bag and Meals Do Matter will receive $1!

What a GREAT way to show your support!
Head out, buy a few Giving bags . . . and Meals Do 
Matter gets a few bucks! Good for Meals Do Matter 
& Good for the Planet!

For more information about the program visit: 
www.schnucks.bags4mycause.com.

GIFT YOUR TIME TO AN OLDER 
ADULT THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

The holiday season is fast approaching—what a 
wonderful time to make the difference in the life of 
an older adult. You could volunteer at a Christmas 
party, gather a group of friends to go caroling, or 
“adopt” seniors who are less fortunate. Contact 
Kristy Bull at 314.262.8206 or visit Lutheran 
Senior Services website, LSSLiving.org, for more 
information.
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PLUG IN - GET INVOLVED

DONATIONS NEEDED
This month we are collecting the following 
donations for Nurses for Newborns:

Donations may be placed in the Nurses for 
Newborns bin in the Missions Room.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP BUILD A HOUSE
Saturday, December 16

7:45 AM to 3:30 PM
In celebration of the Reformation, ELCA congregations are coming together to build a house with Habitat 
for Humanity. We need 4 volunteers to help out at the build site on Saturday, December 16 from 7:45 AM 
until 3:30 PM. If you are interested in participating, please contact Norm Hild at t 636.625.0425. Thank 
you!

SAVE THE DATE(S)
2018 Annual Trinity Garage Sale

June 15 & 16, 2018

Set up will take place the week of June 10th. Additional information to follow in 2018.

DONATIONS NEEDED
This month we are collecting the following 
donations for Circle of Concern:

• Snack Foods
• Peanut Butter
• Jelly
• Tomato Products
• Vegetables
• Canned Chicken

• Razors
• Toilet Paper
• Body Wash
• Bar Soap
• Shampoo
• Conditioner

Donations may be placed in the Circle 
of Concern bin in the Missions Room.

 ● Diapers (all sizes)
 ● Baby Care Items 

(Lotion, Shampoo, 
Wash)

 ● Baby Formula 
(Preferably Enfamil 
w/Lipil)

 ● Baby Wipes
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PLUG IN - GET INVOLVED
TRINITY BOOK GROUP

Monday, December 11 at 11:30 AM

Annual Potluck Lunch
and Movie

Everyone is invited to join us for our Annual 
Potluck  Lunch and Movie. We will be viewing 
“The Shack.” 

After suffering a family tragedy, Mack Phillips 
spirals into a deep depression that causes him to 
question his innermost beliefs. Facing a crisis of 
faith, he receives a mysterious letter urging him 
to an abandoned shack in the Oregon wilderness. 
Despite his doubts, Mack journeys to the shack 
and encounters an enigmatic trio of strangers led 
by a woman named Papa. Through this meeting, 
Mack finds important truths that will transform his 
understanding of his tragedy and change his life 
forever.

Bring a dish to share or just come. We meet in room 
123.

Reading ahead:
Molina

 by Bengie Molina
January 22 at 11:30 AM

Questions? Call Karen Johnson at 314.275.9905.

HELP DECORATE TRINITY
FOR CHRISTMAS

Saturday, December 2 
1:00 PM to 6:00 PM

Many hands make light work! Come for the whole 
time, or as long as you are able, to help decorate 
Trinity for Christmas. We'll stop around 5:00 PM 
for a special surprise supper in the gym. Contact 
Mike Sharitz, msharitz@att.net or 314.409.9789 
to volunteer. Thank you!

LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY
On December 31, The Rev. Rebecca Boardman 
will be serving in worship at Trinity as our guest 
pastor. Pastor Rebecca serves at Lutheran Campus 
Ministry (LCM), a mission of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America and a Reconciling in 
Christ Community serving colleges in St Louis.

LCM welcomes all students of St. Louis area 
colleges and universities. In addition to weekly 
Sunday services, LCM offers a variety of weekly 
events for undergrad & grad students.

• Gift cards to Aldi • Individually
Packaged Snacks

Donations may be placed in the Charity of the 
Month bin in the Missions Room.

DONATIONS NEEDED
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A HUGE THANK YOU TO
EVERYONE WHO HELPED SUPPORT

THE TASTE OF PUERTO RICO
Thank you to all who came to support the Taste of Puerto 
Luncheon. We were overwhelmed by the number of people who 
came to feast on the delicious food. We also enjoyed talking to the 
Gomez family and sharing wonderful memories of Marie. 

Over $1,700 was raised to support hurricane relief in Puerto 
Rico. Funds will be used to help families in the town of Corzal. 
Elisa Thelen’s Papi reports that Elisa’s uncle now has running 
water. In Puerto Rico, people can currently only buy one case of 
water per day, so they are bottling it just in case they run out 
again. Thank you again for your generous suport.

Dear Trinity Family,

Words cannot express the gratitude I feel for all the caring, prayers, 
cards and love at El’s death.

The service (thanks to Pastor Chris), the flowers, and the luncheon were 
superb.

God is Good,
Buddy Cason
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PLUG IN - GET INVOLVED
CURRENT SMALL GROUPS

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
7 PM
Stephen 
Ministry 
Meeting

Location varies
1x per month

Betty Forde
314.809.2477
bforde9696@
sbcglobal.net 

8:30 AM 
Gateway 
Brown Bag 
Group

Gym Kitchen
2nd Monday of 
the Month

Kathy Gaal
314.540.2690
kgaal@
sbcglobal.net

10:00 AM Bible 
Study led by 
Pastor Chris
Room 123 
Weekly

Pastor Chris
636.227.5432

6:30 AM
Men’s Bible 
Study

Room 123
Weekly  

Gene Kerr
636.265.2776
GKerr@aol.com

7:00 AM
Men’s Bible 
Study

Room 123 
Weekly
Oct. to May

Larry Lemke
314.307.4363
lalemke@
sbcglobal.net

9:00 AM
MOPS
(Mothers of 
Preschoolers)

2x per month
Dates Vary

Kristen Kraus
314.323.3833
krauskm27@
gmail.com

11:30 AM
Book Group

Room 123 
4th Monday of 
the Month 

Karen 
Johnson
314.275.9905
mrsDRJx5@
gmailcom

9:30 AM
Women’s 
Small Group

Upper Room
1st & 3rd 
Wednesday of 
the Month

Kim Stewart
636.391.8807
JGalenS@aol.
com

1:00 PM
Christ Care 
Group

Room 123
1st & 3rd 
Thursday of 
the Month

Lynn Sapp
314.540.2634
jksapp@
charter.net

3:00 PM
Gateway 180

Meal & Activity
3rd Saturday
of the Month 

Ken 
Hardebeck @ 
636.391.7130 
lhardebeck@aol.
com

7:00 PM
Itch to Stitch 

Upper Room
2nd and 4th 
Monday of the 
Month

Sandi Thorp
314.322.6009
skipsandi@
sbcglobal.net

7:00 PM
Parish Choir

Room 261
Weekly
Sept. to May

Jennifer 
Spohr
314.307.0161
jennifer@
spohrpiano.com

6:45 PM
Thursday 
Night Small
Group 

Room 123 
every other 
Week

Sandi Thorp
314.322.6009  
skipsandi@
sbcglobal.net 

Various Times
Irmscher 
Small Group

Pat Irmscher
636.230.5937
patcatless@aol.
com

If you are interested in joining a 
small group, please call or email the 
contact person listed above or Sandi 
Thorp at 314.322.6009 or skipsandi@
sbcglobal.net
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS & UPDATES

● Elisa Thelen & Claudia Pico for organizing the Taste of
Puerto Rico fundraiser.

●  The Thursday Night Small Group for welcoming others with
the showing of Rick Steves’ Luther and the Reformation.

●  Emily Williams, Ruth Hughes, Brenda Liescheidt, Betty
Hecht, Claudia Pico, Pat Irmscher and all who brought
refreshments to welcome our friends in Christ at the
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Worship Service.

●  Cindy Gesme for beautifully dressing up the Atrium for the
Thanksgiving Worship Reception.

●  Ron Jones, Mike Sharitz, Pastor Chris, Blake Larson, Roger
Thomas & Jon Trettel for helping change the light bulbs in
the really high section of the Worship Center ceiling.

●  Jon Trettel for fixing the door near the gym.
●  Ron Jones for endlessly blowing and raking leaves this Fall.
●  Ron Jones & Elaine Larson for setting up and taking down

chairs for monthly large meetings.
●  Pierre & Margie Belleville and Bob & Cheryl Hick for

hanging banners in the Worship Center.
●  Ron Jones & Elaine Larson for hanging the banners along

the main stairway.

HAZEL MAKOWSKI IS TURNING 100!
Hazel Makowski will celebrate her 100th birthday on Sunday, December 24! Hazel has been a member of 
our Trinity family for her entire life! Her father, William Ernst Mertz, was a charter member of Trinity. 
Hazel attended Trinity’s one-room, 8-grade school, originally in the basement of the first church. She has 
been a willing volunteer in many different areas, especially Altar Guild.

 If you would like to send a birthday card to Hazel, you may bring a card to the office, place a card in the 
offering plate on Sunday, or send one to her address:

Hazel Makowski
Cedarhurst of St. Charles
1800 First Capitol Drive

Room 327
St. Charles, MO 63301

THANK YOU!
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Please pray for…Doug, Heather & Aly, Roy Johnson, Dan Rice, Bella, Jennifer Huber, Laura, 
Berta, Rachel, Ethan, Jeff, Mary Alice, Martha, Mark, Carol, Marian, Maura, Peggy, Florence 
Artaserse, Umesh, Aru & Arjun Mapari, Robert Gerst, Jadon & Anias, Bob Banas, Eric R, Buddy 
Cason, Jessica Tietjen, John Szott, Ameenah & family, Cam, Emma W, John Gorman III, Dawn F, Sean 
Lappin, Shickoh Jadali, Sharon Mertz, Marion Jarr, Reilly Fitzmaurice, Susan, Sharon & Bill, Dawn 
Cordle, Douglas, Elena, Josh Everett, Mindy, people who are homeless, those with addictions or mental 
illness, victims of disaster, refugees

Those who are hospitalized / undergoing surgery…Mary Alice Long, Anne J, Sarah Durham 

Those in need of healing…Cindy Anderson, Clarence Seckel, Dick Johnson, Hazel Makowski, Lou 
Ann Ditchfield, Ruth Sprague, Dick Tate, Jerry Spector, Pastor John Mann, Skip Huls, Grace Mertz, 
Steve

Those undergoing treatment…Earl Lindenberg, Drew Aufderheide, Steve Hild, Barbara MacPeek, 
Scott Anderson, Edward Bussmann, Mary Alice (aunt of Peggy Miller), Dick Eissfeldt, Ali, Gerry, 
Hamid, Irene, James Wilhite, Azideh 

Those in hospice care…Trudy Mueller (mother of Jim Mueller), Steve R (family friend of Dorothy 
Norland)

For the family and friends of…
● Marie Gomez, beloved wife of Dr. Cesar Gomez, who passed away on November 4
● Wallace Larsen, beloved father of Cindy Anderson, who passed away on November 10
● Gary Richmond, who passed away on November 17

Those serving our country…Eric Mueller, Eric Oberg, Major Matthew Greb

Thanksgiving and praise for…
● The marriage of John Henselmeier (son of Dale & Karen Henselmeier) and Aimee Morris on

November 5, 2017!
● For Judy Sieve’s good test results!
● Pastor Chris and all the church people for their work!

To make a prayer request…
● Call the church office—636.227.5432
● Email news@tlc-stl.org or bpecher@tlc-stl.org
● Enter prayer requests on our website: www.YouMattertoGod.org
● Prayers remain on the list for two weeks and may be renewed by request.

MEMBERSHIP NEWS & UPDATES
PRAYERS FROM NOVEMBER 2017
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS & UPDATES

Harrison Hughes 12/1
Peter Tidswell 12/1
Jill DeLauter 12/2
Hannah Haberman 12/4
Barbara MacPeek 12/5
Gail Young 12/5
Ron Birke 12/6
Andre Cataldo 12/6
Tyler Deaton 12/8
James Pfleger 12/9
John Engle 12/10
Mike Hower 12/11

Matt Johnson 12/13 
Fred Bruckner 12/14 
Phoebe Dorn 12/16 
Chuck Parrott 12/17 
Mary Harper 12/18 
Linda Hultgren 12/18 
Isa Pico 12/18 
Michael Bossi 12/21 
Terry Call 12/21 
Debbie LePoire 12/22 
Harry Mueller 12/23 
Michelle Wilson 12/23

Hazel Makowski 12/24 (100!)
Lexi Thelen 12/24
Debra Wolf 12/24
Amanda Cooper 12/28
Grace Hildreth 12/28
Jonathan Magruder 12/28
Corlyn Salisbury 12/28
Thomas Janicik 12/29
Claire Henderson 12/30
Katherine Rourke 12/30
Lily Wolf 12/31

UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS

UPCOMING ANNIVERSARIES
Michael & Emily Hobgood 12/12/2009
Mike & Donna Rice 12/14/1963
Mike & KJ Sharitz 12/21/1974

Walter & Barbara Goerss 12/23/1961
Ervin & Cindy Anderson 12/28/1974
Bruce & Mary Eva Horton 12/29/1963

If your email address or cell phone number has changed, or if we don’t have your information, 
please let the church office know, JoinUs@tlc-stl.org or 636.227.5432.

Mike & KJ Sharitz
5361 Trailhead Court
Eureka, MO 63025

NEW ADDRESS SYMPATHY
Marie Gomez
wife of Dr. Cesar Gomez

Wallace Larsen
father of Cindy Anderson 



Council President:  Todd Maloy
Vice-President:  Ron Jones
Secretary:  Richard Leimgruber
Treasurer:  Steve Paquette

At-Large Members:  Nancy Buffum
Paul Bauermeister 
Cindy Gesme 
Becky Luethy

Claudia Pico
Mike Sharitz
Andrew Sobey
Kim Stewart

CHURCH LEADERSHIP
The Rev. Christopher Naig
Pastor
pastor@tlc-stl.org

Morris Larson, x110
Operations
mlarson@tlc-stl.org

Becca Pecher, x100
Office Manager
bpecher@tlc-stl.org

Amy Jones, x114
Children & Youth Ministry/
Nursery Coordinator
ibamywinter@gmail.com

Kelly Sturm, x102
Bookkeeper
ksturm@tlc-stl.org

Sandi Thorp, x119
Congregational Care
skipsandi@sbcglobal.net

Leslie Steinmeyer, x111
Communications
news@tlc-stl.org

Jennifer Spohr
Organist/Music
jennifer@spohrpiano.com

Norma Anderson, x116
Parish Nurse
norma.anderson@swbell.net

Carol Bentley, x103
Preschool Director:
cbentley@tlc-stl.org


