
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK MARK YOUR
CALENDARS

Confirmation Sunday
Sunday, May 6

9:00 AM

Endowment Fund 
Meeting and Reception

Thursday, May 10
6:00 PM

Bellerive Country Club

Doughnuts for a Donation
Sunday, May 20 & 27

Council Meeting
Sunday, May 20

6:30 PM

Pentecost—One 
Worship Service

Sunday May 20 
10:00 AM

All Church Potluck Picnic
and Slip ‘n Slid Kickball

Sunday, May 20
11:15 AM

Stephen Minister Leader
Commissioning
Sunday, May 27

both services

May 2018

Trinitell Monthly 
Newsletter Deadline

The deadline for submitting 
articles for the June Trinitell 
is May 15. Email articles or 
information to
news@tlc-stl.org or mail to 
Trinity.  

A random disheveled man going through a 
hardship (and asking for some help) walked 
into Trinity a few weeks ago. This is nothing 
new—especially if we take Luther’s words 
seriously where he calls the church, “a hospital 
for sinners.” What was new or different 
was that my two boys and a couple of our 

confirmation students were there. They overheard his story. It was 
a gift to watch the boys’ body language as they listened to the man’s 
story. 

The boys accompanied me as I drove to Phillips 66 and prayed with 
the man at the pump as his gas tank filled. I gave him what cash I 
had in my wallet. As I got back in my vehicle, the questions started.

Most of the WHY? questions were beyond faithful.

Why did this happen to him?
Why did he come to Trinity? 

They were fun and faithful questions.

The HOW? questions were not as faithful.
 

How do you know he going to use the
cash to help his granddaughter? 

Happier than I probably should have been, and with a smile on my 
face, I replied, “I don’t know. However, I trust God that one way 
or another some good will come from it.” 

I started speaking of “the Kingdom come near” of Mark’s Gospel. 
Surprise, surprise!  My boys and their friend didn’t understand me 
and I lost them! My explanation did not add up in their minds. So, let 
me try again.

WHY? OR HOW?
PERHAPS 

Kingdom Logic

continued on page 2
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Christians have sometimes named the “conventional” wisdom Godin talks about as “worldly” wisdom, as 
it expresses the sensibilities that govern the world rather than the “Kingdom Logic” that Jesus announced 
during his earthly ministry.

It is easy for us to forget this and become focused on the HOW? questions. Not that we set out to be 
stingy or actively believe that we have to be wealthy before we can be generous. But, there are so many 
conventional, worldly messages about success that it can be difficult to put into practice Jesus’ teaching. 
It’s true that the primary message of the world is one of scarcity—there is not enough time, money, 
love, security. . . the list goes on and on. Conventional, worldly wisdom, tells us we need to look out for 
ourselves first, making sure we have enough before we tend to others, before we pray with them at a gas 
pump and offer a few dollars of hope. 

Jesus saw things differently. Addressing his disciples, Jesus told them not to be concerned about anything 
because God loved them and would provide for them. (Matthew 6:25) Apostle Paul was caught up in 
Jesus’ Kingdom Logic, too. He argued against such anxious living by urging his friends in the community 
of Philippi to, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice!” (Philippians 4:4) Paul also told 
them the following, “Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.” (Philippians 4:6)

The interesting thing about Paul’s words is that he writes them while in prison. Yes, that’s right. While 
he’s sitting in prison, with absolutely no certainty of what his future may hold, he instructs his friends 
to rejoice rather than worry, trusting that God will provide. And he encourages them to share with each 
other and all those in need.

While it’s easy for us to assume that Paul must have been some kind of a spiritual superstar to offer such 
guidance, the truth is somewhat different. Paul himself says, “I have learned to be content with whatever 
I have. I know what it is to have little, and I know what it is to have plenty. In any and all circumstances 
I have learned the secret of being well-fed and of going hungry, of having plenty and of being in need.”

Paul’s secret, like Jesus’ words to his disciples, is to TRUST GOD. What I find most interesting about 
Paul’s confession is that he had to learn to be content, whether he was well-fed or hungry. Paul didn’t 
start out this way—he learned through practice.

We (you and I, or our youth overhearing of a hardship) can also learn to be more trusting and more 
generous through practice. 

What would it be like for our church, for our families, to take time each week to reflect back on the acts 
of generosity you have performed, witnessed, or experienced? Would you be willing to share? Perhaps 
the prayer request on the attendance cards can be a place to share your stories?

continued from page 1  

continued on page 3

“Here’s conventional wisdom: Success makes you happy.
Happiness permits you to be generous. In fact, it actually

works like this:  Generosity makes you happy. 
Happy people are more likely to be successful.”

— Seth Godin
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ADULT FORUM
MAY ADULT FORUM

May 6:  Genesis 1, 2, 3
Speaker:  Sydney Jumper. Sydney has been significantly involved in the life of the church her entire life. 
She was a pastor’s wife for many years, leading bible studies and trips to Europe tracking Paul’s journeys. She’s 
currently leading a 14-week study of the Gospels at Manchester United Methodist Church. Sydney has most 
recently studied the Jewish Torah to better understand the Jewish faith and enrich her interactions with extended 
family members. She is well-read and has a true passion for sharing her knowledge with others about the history 
of religion and its many interpretations.

We welcome Sydney Jumper to the Adult Forum on May 6 to discuss Genesis 1-2-3. This will be an in-depth 
perspective on verses we have all read many times. Come and join us for an interesting discussion augmented 
with a look at when these words were written.

There will be no Adult Forum on May 13, 20 or 27. Adult Forum will resume in September.

continued from page 2  

What if we returned some of our offerings to our youth group and gave them the missional assignment of 
finding a worthy charity to donate to and then ask them to report back the impact of our collective giving? 
What if we had people, or a small group, willing to try to buy less and give away more, and we surrounded 
them with prayer and listened to what they learned about the Kingdom come near? 

What if we made space in our monthly Newsletter and/or Sunday worship for people to share their stories 
of generosity? 

What if . . . 

What if we gave the HOW? questions to God and felt comfortable, even happy, saying, “I don’t know. I 
trust God that one way or another some good will come from it.” The possibilities, of course, are 
nearly endless. As we practice generosity through the growing and blooming season that is summer here 
in West County, we’ll move more confidently from the conventional wisdom of the world to the Kingdom 
Logic Jesus taught.

Serving Christ together,
Pastor Chris
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PENTECOST SUNDAY

ONE WORSHIP SERVICE

May 20 at 10:00 AM
Followed by

All Church Potluck Picnic
and Slip ‘n Slide Kickball

Please join us on Sunday, May 20 for one Worship Service at 10:00 AM. Following the service, we will 
share a potluck lunch and play some Slip ‘n Slide Kickball. Bring your swimsuit and a towel! Hot dogs 
and burgers will be provided by Trinity. If your last name begins with:

A-I:  PLEASE BRING A DESSERT (TO SERVE 10)
J-Z:  PLEASE BRING A SALAD OR SIDE DISH (TO SERVE 10)

DOUGHNUTS FOR A 
DONATION

May 20 and 27

Help support the mission trip going to Lantern 
Hill Mexico this summer! Coffee and Doughnuts 
will be available in the Atrium between services 
on Sunday, May 20th and 27th. Please join us for 
fellowship! A free will offering (suggested donation 
of $1 per doughnut) will help do wonders to break 
the chain of poverty! 

OPEN GYM AT TRINITY
May 12, June 29, July 13 & August 11 

5:00 PM to 8:00 PM

Trinity’s gym will be “open” to Trinity youth and their friends! 
Come shoot hoops, play volleyball or just hang out in the gym 
and listen to music.

There is NO cost for this—bring your own water bottle and 
enjoy!

All youth 6th through 12th grade are welcome!
Adult supervision will be present.
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STEWARDSHIP
THANK GOD FOR OUR FAMILIES

[Jesus was dying on the cross.] When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing 
beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your 
mother.” (John 19:26-27) 

On the second Sunday of this month we celebrate the mothers and mother figures in our lives, and then in 
June we celebrate our fathers and father figures. What a wonderful opportunity to honor the strong bond 
between parents and children. How strong? The first use of the word “love” in the Bible, Genesis 22:2, 
describes the connection between Abraham and his son, Isaac.

Family is one of our most valuable gifts from God, and one that, as all holy gifts, we are entrusted to 
treasure, love and nourish. As parents, we are responsible for nourishing children to become healthy 
adults. And as children, we are responsible for caring for parents as they age.

Jesus indicates in the passage above that there need not be a blood connection for a parent-child 
relationship (as any family with adopted children can attest). In Matthew 12:46-50, Jesus actually 
redefines family, saying that all who love and follow him are mothers, brothers, sisters, fathers. So, all of 
us are parent, child and sibling to one another. Now THAT’S some family!

As we honor the mother and father figures this spring, we can also challenge ourselves to be better 
stewards of the family bonds God has given us.

 ● Explore through Scripture what it means to be a family, including a faith family.
 ● Work with your congregation to promote healthy family connections.
 ● Support and accompany families that are in crisis or paralyzed by dysfunction.
 ● Learn about foster-parent programs and support foster families.
 ● Explore and support Big Brother and Big Sister programs. Be a mentor to a child or youth.
 ● Befriend a senior citizen who may not have children (or children nearby).

Remember that not all family relationships are positive. Avoid judgment and listen thoughtfully to those 
whose experiences may differ from yours.

With your congregation, explore ways to live as brothers and sisters, mothers and fathers to one another.
God ordained families to be the fundamental unit of human life. We can be good stewards of family 
relationships by caring for one another and helping everyone to grow into the faith family God intends.

First Communion Easter BrunchMeals Do Matter Cooking Session
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APRIL COUNCIL MINUTES
Date:  April 15, 2018 

Attendees: Ron Jones, Christie Tietjen, Steve Paquette, Pastor Paul Bauermeister, Nancy Buffum, 
Richard Leimgruber, Becky Luethy, Claudia Pico, Mike Sharitz, Kim Stewart, Elisa Thelen, Pastor Chris 
Naig, Morris Larson, Larry Tietjen 

Ron called the meeting to order at 6:35 PM. He presented the agenda and the list of staff and team 
reports. Pastor Chris led with a devotion related to Psalm 23 with a message that we need not want or 
fear. 

Planning Process:  Larry Tietjen reviewed with Council the history of the effort over the past decade 
to implement an ongoing strategic planning process for Trinity. Following a number of group discussion 
meetings at that time, Trinity members identified our Bedrock Beliefs and Core Values. From these 
beliefs and values, a Vision (You Matter to God, You Matter to Us) and a Mission (To be the Hands and 
Feet of Christ in our Community) were developed. Larry led a team that created, over several years, a 
planning process to support our Congregation, Council and Staff in developing plans and actions related 
to the future of Trinity to fulfill our vision and mission. A key component in the planning process was 
to be annual input from members regarding the appropriateness of the vision and mission, as well as 
the members’ dreams, ideas and goals for the future of the church. The annual planning process was 
underway in 2014, but that effort was sidetracked during the disruptive period of Pastor Hackler’s 
announced intent to leave Trinity and other divisive church issues. Council believes the current healthy 
state of our church makes it an appropriate time to renew this annual planning process. Council charged 
the Executive Committee with developing a schedule to reinstitute the planning process in an orderly 
transition. More information will be shared as this schedule is developed.
 
Members’ Comments:  Many members expressed how moved 
they were by the services during Lent and Easter, which were well 
attended. The Humor Sunday Service on April 8 also was well 
received. 

Pastor’s Report:  The Care Ministry team has adopted better 
reporting and accountability procedures with Becca Pecher 
controlling the list of member visits. Plans are underway for the 
completion of staff performance reviews in early June. Visiting 
pulpit pastors have been scheduled during Pastor Chris’ scheduled 
absences during the summer.

Treasurer’s Report:  Steve reported the member contributions 
in March were strong, along with expenses being less than budget. 
As a result, net income in March was $26,000 favorable to Budget.  
Year-to-date net income is $36,000 favorable to budget.

Discussion of reports received from Staff and Teams: 

Children’s Ministries:  The Confirmation Class and their 
families helped with the Meals Do Matter cooking session on 
April 15. The youth (particularly Kaitlyn Maloy and Emma 
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Thelen) have provided “Helping Hands” during the Sunday morning preschool worship class. The 
youth also have requested to sing during a worship service on April 22 to celebrate the Preschool’s 
60th Anniversary Celebration. The Preschool’s Annual Spring Social will be held April 19 from 5:00 
to 7:00 pm, which will include a display of children’s artwork and a dinner for parents, children 
and visitors.  

Worship & Music:  The Christian copyright license has been renewed, allowing Trinity to use 
worship music in compliance with copyright laws. Brian will be advertising for players in a 
monthly or bi-monthly praise band for the 11:15 am service. Brian has been incorporating music as 
requested by members into the 11:15 am service when such music is covered under the copyright 
license agreement.

Missional Service:  A total of $2,550 was received in contributions from members during Lent for 
the ELCA World Hunger fund. The team agreed that $500 will be provided to Lutheran Campus 
Ministries this summer when Pastor Boardman will be serving as a visiting pulpit pastor at 
Trinity. Plans have developed further regarding the God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday on September  
9. On-site and off-site activities are being planned. More information on Missions will be shared in 
each monthly Trinitell Newsletter.

Operation Services Committee (OSC):  Council approved the appointment of Mike Sharitz 
as OSC Chairman for 2018. Council also approved the appointment of Kathie Haferkamp, Mike 
Hower and Miguel Pico as the Audit Committee for 2018. The Stewardship Committee has been 
formed. Pastor Chris has challenged that Committee to focus on stewardship year-round. More 
information will be shared as this Committee develops its plans. An Endowment Committee 
reception will be held May 10 at Bellerive Country Club, and Council members are encouraged 
to attend. A 75” display screen has been ordered for the rear of the sanctuary to enable Pastor 
and the Choir to view easily what is projected on the screens at the front of the sanctuary. Bulb 
extensions are on order to improve the lighting in the gym. Contractors have been contacted to 
evaluate roof repairs or improvements and heating/air conditioning needs. Following appropriate 
due diligence, Council approved the staff to proceed with testing the installation of a mobile 
application (Tithe.ly) to process contributions from those members wanting to donate via Trinity’s 
website. Before “live” installation, the staff will communicate appropriate instructions to members 
wanting to use this application. Members will be able to continue using their current practice for 
donations (that is, offerings during the service, mailing checks to the church office, etc.) with no 
change.
  
Other written staff and committee reports were reviewed with no additional discussion. 

Old Business:  As follow up to her presentation to Council on March 18, Carol Bentley has decided to 
form an advisory board for the Preschool effective for the school year beginning September 2018.  

The meeting adjourned at 8:20 PM.
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CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY
Amy Jones

ibamywinter@gmail.com

Was it Professor Plum,
in the garden with a candlestick?

Or was it a bump, set, spike on the volleyball court?

Better yet, was it ICE CREAM and toppings followed 
by yummy pizza at midnight?

Or a varsity game of Hide ‘n Seek?  

The answer—it was all of these and here at Trinity we call that a

YOUTH 
LOCK IN!

What an incredible 
ALL night event! 
The laughing, the 
talking with new 
and old friends 
(of all ages), the 
running around, 
the eating, and 
the playing games 
(NOT ON A VIDEO 
SCREEN!).

It was simply AWESOME.
Sunrise, sleepy heads, pancakes, eggs and sausage, lots and lots and lots of coffee  . . .  and finally worship 
together . . .  now that is what I call a perfect Sunday morning!

A special thank you to Elisa Thelen 
who hung with me all night . . . while 
sleep (or lack thereof) took place in 
some creative spots (my desk chair, 
the chairs in the sanctuary, deflated 
air mattress) it was FABULOUS to 
finally have some time to hang out 
with you! And let’s not forget the visit 
from Olie Naig! Woof!

Amy Jones
Children, Youth and Family Director

VBS REGISTRATION IS OPEN

July 16-20
9:00 AM to Noon

Registration and Crew Leader 
forms are available on the 

Trinity Website
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TRINITY PRESCHOOL
Carol Bentley

cbentley@tlc-stl.org

PRESCHOOL NEWS
It is hard to believe that we are entering the last month of the regular 
school year. In our Gospel Light curriculum, the children will learn about 
how Peter helps the lame man walk and how Barnabas shared. We will be 
discussing how to share, be kind and serve others. 

Thank you to everyone who helped make the Preschool Spring Social 
a success! A special thanks to Pastor Chris, Becca Pecher, Amy 
Jones, Ron Jones and Vicki Dohrmann for helping with the spaghetti 
dinner. We had a huge turnout! The theme this year was “Science 
Spectacular Spring Social.” The Preschool celebrated with hands-on 
science fun and games, a photo booth, and an amazing show by Nitro 
Joe! A wonderful display of over 400 pieces of the children’s artwork 
created throughout the year was also on display for all to see. It was a 
beautiful sight!

The excitement of spring and new life fills the days of our 
preschoolers. All of the classrooms have been watching caterpillars 
become butterflies. This has provided fascinating peeks into God’s 
wonderful creation.  

The school year will conclude with our closing programs on May 17th and 18th. All are welcome to join us 
as the children perform songs learned at preschool. Our theme this year is “PEACE!” We will finish the 
school year with a picnic at Schroeder Park on May 18th.

We are continuing to register students for the 2018-19 school year. Call 636.227.5720 for more 
information.

Carol Bentley
Trinity Preschool Director  
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CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES! 

Daniel Buffum, Parkway Central High School
Julianna Rourke, Eureka High School
Ellen Resek, Marquette High School

Katie Steinmeyer, Rockwood Summit High School

Tim Petersen, Indiana University—Bloomington
Kelley School of Business

degree in Finance/Accounting with a minor in Economics
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GATEWAY ACTION TEAM NEWS
Be the Hands and Feet of Christ
Volunteer at Gateway 180—No Experience Necessary 

We are in need of volunteers to assist with the monthly dinners 
and activities for the residents at Gateway 180. Gateway 180 is a 
valuable resource for women, children and families experiencing 
homelessness. They provide safe, nurturing emergency shelter 
and offer supportive housing programs that empower adults and 
families to become independent and permanently housed. 
  
Our next three dinners are scheduled for:

 ● Saturday, May 19 (Mother’s Day Party!)
 ● Saturday, June 16
 ● Saturday, July 21

It’s easy to volunteer! Volunteers typically meet at Trinity at 3:00 PM to prepare a simple meal. We 
then carpool to Gateway and serve the meal by 5:00 PM (exact meeting times will be communicated in a 
follow-up email once the menu is finalized). Following dinner, we participate in a short activity with the 
residents (playtime/crafts with the children and bingo with the adults). We are usually back at Trinity 
by 7:30 PM. No experience is necessary! Our team will provide all the assistance you will need to 
contribute and feel comfortable. 

If you can give a few hours of your time to this worthwhile mission, please add your name to the 
sign-up sheet in the Missions Room next to the atrium area, or better yet, contact Ken Hardebeck 
at lhardebeck@aol.com or 636.391.7130 for more information. If you sign up, more details will be 
forthcoming via email. Dinners at Gateway are typically scheduled for the 3rd Saturday of each month.   

Join us on
Sunday, May 6 at 9:00 AM

when our Confirmation Youth 
will receive the

Rite of Confirmation
Confirmation Youth

Nick, Sam, Paige, Aamon and Connor 
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TRINITY BOOK GROUP

Monday, May 21 at 11:30 AM

Asymmetry: A Novel
by Lisa Halliday

Told in three distinct and uniquely compelling 
sections, Asymmetry explores the imbalances that 
spark and sustain many of our most dramatic 
human relations. The first section, “Folly,” tells 
the story of Alice, a young American editor, and 
her relationship with the famous and much older 
writer Ezra Blazer. By contrast, “Madness” is 
narrated by Amar, an Iraqi-American man who, 
on his way to visit his brother in Kurdistan, is 
detained by immigration officers. These two 
seemingly disparate stories gain resonance as their 
perspectives interact and overlap, with yet new 
implications for their relationship revealed in an 
unexpected coda.

Read this stunning debut from a rising literary 
star, bring your lunch and join our lively 
discussion.

Reading ahead:

The Food Explorer
by Daniel Stone

June 25 at 11:30 AM

Questions? Call Karen Johnson at 314.275.9905.
HELP PROVIDE UNIFORMS TO

LANTERN HILL STUDENTS 
While school is free in Mexico, all students must 
wear uniforms. 

Your donation of $10 (or more) will help provide 
uniforms for the youth at Lantern Hill.

Please make your check payable to “Trinity” and 
write “LH shirt” in the memo line. Thank you!

LANTERN HILL UNIFORMS

NEED A RIDE TO CHURCH
OR A DOCTOR APPOINTMENT?            
Did you know that Trinity has a group of 
volunteers who are willing to transport people to 
church on Sundays or to an appointment during the 
week? If you need help with transportation, please 
contact Sharon Hild, our Transportation Ministry 
coordinator, and she will pair you with a volunteer. 
Please call or email Sharon at 1.636.625.0425 
or nandshild0261@centurytel.net with your 
request. 
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MEALS DO 

MATTER
Thank You!
Big thanks to the 
youth and the 
volunteers who made 
meals and performed 
behind the scenes 
support for our April 

15 Cook Session. Thank you to Thrivent, Trinity’s 
Mission Team and individuals who purchased hams 
for funding the cook session. Thank you to everyone 
who delivers these meals to people struggling in 
their world.  Meals Do Matter’s success is due to 
everyone who contributes in some way.

Bring a Meal to Someone in Need
We currently have ready for delivery to those in 
need:  Ham & Potluck Potatoes meals, Chicken 
& Stuffing Meals and various soups. In addition, 
we have a wide variety of goodies from sweets to 
sandwiches from Starbucks that can be delivered 
with our dinners.
 
FYI, the food items donated from Starbucks are not 
just for the Meals Do Matter ministry. Sometimes 
we pick up items like salads and sandwiches that 
cannot be frozen and must be eaten soon. If your 
ministry could use any of these items, please 
contact Elisa Thelen, pamperedlady0676@gmail.
com or 636.368.5403, to discuss.

Help Keep Our Freezer Clean
From time to time, we find items in the MDM 
freezers that we have not placed there. Please let 
Elisa Thelen, pamperedlady0676@gmail.com 
or 636.368.5403, or Christie Tietjen, Christie.
tietjen@Experitec.com or 314.443.8035, know 
if you are donating items to MDM or if you are 
storing items in the MDM freezers. There are times 
prior to a large cook session that we need every 
bit of our freezers to store our newly made frozen 
dinners. Thank you!

SUPPORT MEALS DO MATTER
by Shopping at Schnucks in May

(at the Hilltown Village Center location only)

Meals Do Matter has been chosen for the 
Schnucks—Bags 4 My Cause Program 
featuring the Hunger Bag!

Visit the Schnucks at 141 Hilltown Village Center, 
Chesterfield MO (near Chesterfield Parkway 
and Olive Blvd) during May. Purchase this bag 
and Meals Do Matter will receive $1!

What a GREAT way to show your support!
Head out, buy a few Giving bags . . . and Meals Do 
Matter gets a few bucks! Good for Meals Do Matter 
& Good for the Planet!

For more information about the program visit: 
www.schnucks.bags4mycause.com.

CONTRIBUTION 
COUNTERS NEEDED

Our bookkeeper, Kelly Sturm, needs a few more 
volunteers to help with counting contributions on 
Monday mornings. It’s a one-hour commitment at 
9:00 AM, approximately once a month. If you would 
like to help, please contact Kelly at 636.227.5432 or 
ksturm@tlc-stl.org. Thank you! 
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DONATIONS NEEDED
This month we are collecting the following 
donations for Circle of Concern:

• Condiments
• Jelly
• Cereal
• Canned Chicken
• Peanut Butter
• Rice

• Toilet Paper
• Tampons
• Body Wash
• Bar Soap
• Razors
• Ibuprofen

Donations may be placed in the Circle 
of Concern bin in the Missions Room.

Friday, June 15:
Early Bird 7:00 AM to 8:00 AM ($5)
Free Admission 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM

Saturday, June 16: 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Donation Drop Off Begins May 27
Bring Donations to Room 136

Building Open for Donations:
Monday–Friday: 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM
Sundays through June 10: 9:00 AM to Noon
No Saturday Drop Off This Year

The church will be closed on Memorial Day, 
May 28

June 12 is the last day donations will be 
accepted

We will Accept:
Electronics, Kitchen Items, Paintings, Small 
Appliances, Lamps, Linens, Framed Prints, Toys, 
Furniture, Tools, Bikes, Sports Equipment, Books, 
Puzzles, Musical Instruments, Games, CD’s, DVD’s, 
Clothing

We Will NOT Accept:
Underwear, TV’s, Computers, Monitors, 
Mattresses, Box Springs, Bed Pillows or Major 
Appliances

Please make sure that all donated clothing is 
clean and dry.

Donate Plants:
Label your unwanted tree seedlings, lilies, Black-
eyed Susans, herbs, houseplants, groundcover, etc. 
Bring your plants to Trinity and place them outside 
the Preschool entrance.

Questions? Want to Volunteer?
Contact Susan Meyland-Smith at
susanmeylandsmith@gmail.com or 
314.878.0220.

BREAD DOUGHNATION 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Want a Heart-warming 
Adventure? Bring 
some much-needed 
bread to those who 
will appreciate it. We 
have a new chart in 
the Atrium where you 
can sign up to help 
pick up bread and 
deliver it on Saturday 
morning, fulfilling our 
promise to put this 

leftover supply to good use. Include your children, 
and let them experience the joy of helping others. 
Trinity members serve five separate congregations/
facilities with this surplus bread and pastry, 
and they really look forward to receiving this 
contribution.  

Contact Morris Larson, mlarson@tlc-stl.org for 
more information.
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CURRENT SMALL GROUPS

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
7 PM
Stephen 
Ministry 
Meeting

Location varies
1x per month

Betty Forde
314.809.2477
bforde9696@
sbcglobal.net 

8:30 AM 
Gateway 
Brown Bag 
Group

Gym Kitchen
2nd Monday of 
the Month

Kathy Gaal
314.540.2690
kgaal@
sbcglobal.net

10:00 AM Bible 
Study led by 
Pastor Chris
Room 123 
Weekly

Pastor Chris
636.227.5432

7:00 AM
Men’s Bible 
Study

Room 123
Weekly  

Gene Kerr
636.265.2776
GKerr@aol.com

7:00 AM
Men’s Bible 
Study

Room 123 
Weekly
Oct. to May

Larry Lemke
314.307.4363
lalemke@
sbcglobal.net

9:00 AM
MOPS
(Mothers of 
Preschoolers)

2x per month
Dates Vary

Kristen Kraus
314.323.3833
krauskm27@
gmail.com

11:30 AM
Book Group

Room 123 
4th Monday of 
the Month 

Karen 
Johnson
314.275.9905
mrsDRJx5@
gmailcom

10:00 AM
Women’s 
Small Group

Upper Room
1st & 3rd 
Wednesday of 
the Month
Sept. to May

Kim Stewart
636.391.8807
JGalenS@aol.
com

1:00 PM
Christ Care 
Group

Room 123
1st & 3rd 
Thursday of 
the Month

Lynn Sapp
314.540.2634
jksapp@
charter.net

3:00 PM
Gateway 180
  
Meal & Activity
3rd Saturday
of the Month 

Ken 
Hardebeck @ 
636.391.7130 
lhardebeck@aol.
com

7:00 PM
Itch to Stitch 

Upper Room
2nd and 4th 
Monday of the 
Month

Sandi Thorp
314.322.6009
skipsandi@
sbcglobal.net

7:00 PM
Parish Choir

Room 261
Weekly
Sept. to May

Brian Parrish
314.707.1043
bparrish0503@
gmail.com

6:45 PM
Thursday 
Night Small
Group 

Room 123 
every other 
Week

Sandi Thorp
314.322.6009  
skipsandi@
sbcglobal.net 

1:00 PM
3rd  Wednesday
Irmscher 
Small Group

Pat Irmscher
636.230.5937
patcatless@aol.
com

If you are interested in joining a 
small group, please call or email the 
contact person listed above or Sandi 
Thorp at 314.322.6009 or skipsandi@
sbcglobal.net
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS & UPDATES
JUSTICE FOR WOMEN

The ELCA Task Force on Women and Justice: One in Christ has written a draft as a step toward the 
development of a social statement that will be considered by the 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly. Draft 
social statements are a means to invite everyone to participate in the process toward the creation of an 
official statement. The heart of this social statement is expressed in the first nine pages and the task 
force hopes everyone will take the time to read them. The task force also wishes to receive comments and 
feedback from every read so that our church in engaged in a broad discussion of these timely themes and 
commitments. (The feedback form is online and also at the end of the draft booklet. Both are available at 
www.ELCA.org/womenandjustice.)

The next opportunity in the St. Louis area to participate in a hearing on the draft statement will be May 
20 at Good Shepherd Lutheran, Manchester, MO from 4:00–6:00 PM.
 
Please contact Susan Candea (scandea@css-elca.org) with any questions.
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS & UPDATES

 ●  Phil, Leslie, Katie, Danny & Gracie Steinmeyer for the wonderful Easter brunch they provided!
 ●  The confirmation kids and all who helped with the Meals Do Matter event on April 15!
 ●  All who helped with the Preschool Spring Social on April 19!
 ●  To Carol Bentley and all the Preschool Teachers on the 60th Anniversary of Trinity Preschool!
 ●  Roger Thomas, Jon Trettel, Ron Jones and Mike Sharitz for spending an entire day replacing light 

bulbs and ballasts in the Atrium and around the building!
 ●  To Harry & Genie Mueller for sponsoring the Endowment Reception on May 10 at Bellerive Country 

Club!

THANK YOU!

Pastor Chris,

On behalf of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes, I wanted to thank you for the privilege of 
sharing about the mission of FCA with your Adult Forum yesterday! We consider ourselves 
missionaries in the mission field of sports and look to partner closely with the local church as 
ambassador’s for Christ in our public and private schools (middle schools, high schools, and college 
campuses) and our elite club sports teams that are growing at an alarming rate in our culture.

I am attaching a document that I shared with the Adult Forum yesterday, again, very grateful for 
your willingness to allow us to talk about our mission and for your support in doing so!*

In Christ,
Mike Hansen
Area Director—STL FCA
 
*Contact the church office if you would like a copy of the document mentioned above.

A.C.T. NOW! RALLY TO END RACISM 
Members of the Central States Synod joined about 2,000 
people in Washington, D.C. on April 4 at the A.C.T. NOW! 
Rally to End Racism. Planned around the 50th anniversary of 
the assassination of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., the 
rally on the Capitol Mall featured dozens of speakers from a 
variety of faith traditions, all addressing what has been termed 
America’s Original Sin— racism.
 
We heard the hopeful news that Dr. King’s dream of a society 
where persons are accepted and valued because of their 
character and not their color is a vision worthy of our best 
efforts. 
 
Bishop Roger Gustafson, Central States Synod, ELCA
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Please pray for…Ameenah & family, Amelia Potocnjak, Aru, Umesh, Arjun and their family 
& friends, Barb Brown, Bob Banas, Breckyn, Bud, Cam, Charlie, David & Maria Hick, Denny Fesler, 
Doug, Ed Harrow, Elena Ubben, Emma W, end to chemical weapons, Eva & Ella, friends and relatives 
being treated for cancer and other chronic illness, Gail Gregory & family, Helen, Helen P, homeless, 
Jadon & Anias, Jane, Jessica Tietjen, John Gorman III, John Szott, Linda G, Marian, Maura, Michelle, 
Molly & Max, Olivia Maupin, patience, wisdom, understanding, forgiveness and humor as divorced 
parents work as a team for their son struggling to launch in life, peace in our world, people with 
addictions, Rask family, refugees and victims of violence, Rhonda, Ron Johnson, Sean Lappin, Shickoh 
Jadali, Steve R, strength, wisdom and perseverance for college students to finish the semester strong, 
Sue Bahle, those who are homeless, in poverty or suffering from addictions, those with addictions, those 
with chronic illness, Tommy Janicik, victims of child abuse and those who rescue them, world peace

Those who are hospitalized / undergoing surgery…Christine, Gail, Roger 

Those in need of healing…Ali, Christine Nelson, Chuck Borchelt, Clarence Seckel, Cooper, Danny, 
Dick Johnson, Elaine, Elisa Thelen’s mom, Gerry L, Hamid, Heather, Helen Kechele, Irene D, Jeff 
Haferkamp, Jerry Spector, John Mann, Kris K, Kris Lohman, Lou Ann Ditchfield, Marj McCauley, 
Matt, Mike Long, Nancy, Polly Sievert, Richard Leimgruber, Ruth Sprague, Tim Grotheer, Truman 
Loberg

Those undergoing treatment…Barbara MacPeek, Drew Aufderheide, Leann, Mary Alice, Steve Hild

Those in hospice care…Dick Eissfeldt, Gladys Larsen (mother of Cindy Anderson), Hazel Partney 
(mother of Glenda Partlow),Trudy Mueller (mother of Jim Mueller), Wanda

For the family and friends of…
 ● Carolyn & Dennis Owens on the death of her brother (friend of Betty Forde)
 ● Maureen Wilson Adams, who passed away on April 14 after a long battle with cancer (former 

Trinity Preschool parent who leaves behind her loving husband and children, ages 11 & 7)
 ● Robert Gerst who passed away on April 21 (friend of Jim & Lynn Sapp)

Those serving our country…Collier Gorman, Eric Mueller, Eric Oberg, Mike Antel, Seth Allison

Thanksgiving and praise for…
 ● Successful surgery for Abby Sapp—she is home recovering! (daughter-in-law of Jim & Lynn Sapp)
 ● The birth of Anabelle Leigh Ditchfield, daughter of Thomas & Cassie Ditchfield, granddaughter of 

Tom & Lou Ann Ditchfield, who was born on April 4!
 ● The birth of Colin Robert Wolf, son of David & Erin Wolf, grandson of Terry & Debbie Wolf, who 

was born on April 18!
 ● Tyler’s new job!
 ● The beautiful Easter service at Trinity!

To make a prayer request…
 ● Call the church office—636.227.5432
 ● Email news@tlc-stl.org or bpecher@tlc-stl.org
 ● Enter prayer requests on our website: www.YouMattertoGod.org
 ● Prayers remain on the list for two weeks and may be renewed by request.

MEMBERSHIP NEWS & UPDATES
PRAYERS FROM APRIL 2018
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS & UPDATES

If your email address or cell phone number has changed, or if we don’t have your information, 
please let the church office know, JoinUs@tlc-stl.org or 636.227.5432.

 BIRTHS
Anabelle Leigh Ditchfield
daughter of Thomas & Cassie 
Ditchfield
granddaughter of Tom & Lou 
Ann Ditchfield

Colin Robert Wolf
son of David & Erin Wolf,
grandson of Terry & Debbie 
Wolf 

 Charles & Carole Borchelt
 62 Ameren Way #507
 Ballwin, MO 63021-3316

Jon & Kristy Baumgart
16351 Wyncrest Falls Way
Wildwood, MO 63005-6731

UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS

UPCOMING ANNIVERSARIES

Brynn Hobgood 5/1
Truman Loberg 5/1
Alex Larsen 5/3
Brian Parrish 5/3
Zoey Biangardi 5/4
Sloane Maguire 5/5
Sandra Johnson 5/6
Christian DeLauter 5/7
Rebecca Jones 5/8
Logan Surtin 5/8
Sue Ogier 5/10
Val Pico 5/10
Ellen Resek 5/10
Renato Cataldo 5/12
Betty Hecht 5/12

Alison Magruder 5/12
Larry Tietjen 5/12
Emma Johnson 5/14
Heather Little 5/14
Miguel Pico 5/14
Henry Parrish 5/15
Nancy Blakeley 5/16
Kari Frank 5/16
Lisa Hardebeck 5/16
John Hildreth 5/16
August Johnson 5/16
Kent Melton 5/16
Colin Devine 5/17
Laura Munroe 5/19
Mark Harper 5/20

Molly Schwartze 5/22
Jack Steinbruegge 5/22
Max Schaefer 5/24
Grace Herrmann 5/25
Susan Herrmann 5/25
Susan Meyland-Smith 5/25
Eunice Wiese 5/25
Matthew LePoire 5/26
Christie Tietjen 5/26
Nate Herrmann 5/27
Hudson Frank 5/28
Lorin Lofgren 5/29
Eric Halter 5/31
Patti Frick 5/31

Gene & Bonnie Kerr 5/1/1976
Jon & Joan Magruder 5/1/1989
Scott & Deanna Deaton 5/2/1992
Charlie & Maureen Hoppin 5/17/2003
Bob & Cheryl Hick 5/20/2000
Todd & Wendy Anstine 5/23/1992

Jeff & Kathie Haferkamp 5/24/1975
Jim & Olivia Cornelison 5/27/2012
Eric & Stephanie Petersen 5/28/1988
Tom Knowles & Nancy Rourke 5/29/2016
Mathias & Marianne Biangardi 5/31/2003

NEW ADDRESS



Council President:  Ron Jones
Vice-President:  Christie Tietjen
Secretary:  Richard Leimgruber
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Nancy Buffum
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Mike Sharitz
Andrew Sobey
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OFFICE STAFF
The Rev. Christopher Naig
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Morris Larson, x110
Operations
mlarson@tlc-stl.org

Becca Pecher, x100
Office Manager
bpecher@tlc-stl.org

Amy Jones, x114
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ibamywinter@gmail.com

Kelly Sturm, x102
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ksturm@tlc-stl.org

Sandi Thorp, x119
Congregational Care
skipsandi@sbcglobal.net

Leslie Steinmeyer, x111
Communications
news@tlc-stl.org

Brian Parrish
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bparrish0503@gmail.com

Norma Anderson, x116
Parish Nurse
norma.anderson@swbell.net

Carol Bentley, x103
Preschool Director:
cbentley@tlc-stl.org


