
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK MARK YOUR
CALENDARS

Labor Day
Church Office Closed
Monday, September 3

One Worship Service
Sunday, September 9

10:00 AM

God’s Work. Our Hands.
Service Sunday

Sunday, September 9
10:45 AM to Noon

All Church Potluck Lunch
Sunday, September 9

Gateway 180
Meal & Activities

Saturday, September 15
Volunteers Needed!

Rally Day
Sunday School Kick Off

Sunday, September 16

Council Meeting
Sunday, September 16

6:30 PM

Youth Open Gym
Sunday, September 30

September 2018

Trinitell Monthly 
Newsletter Deadline

The deadline for submitting 
articles for the October Trinitell 
is September 15. Email articles 
or information to
news@tlc-stl.org or mail to 
Trinity.  

Have you had the feeling in church that you 
are picking up a story in the middle? Do you 
find yourself wondering what in the world is 
going on in the story. . . what has come before 
and what follows? Do you have problems 
following the story at all? If you have answered 
“yes” to any or all of the following, you are 
certainly not alone and perhaps the majority! 

Fortunately there is a remedy! Starting in September, we will be 
using the Narrative Lectionary.

What in the world is the Narrative Lectionary? I am glad you 
asked! We are currently using the Revised Common Lectionary. The 
common lectionary is on it’s 6th revision and is one that has served the 
larger church well for years. It has three readings and a Psalm for 
each Sunday. 

The first reading comes out of the Old Testament and is meant to 
enhance the reading of the Gospel. The second reading comes from 
one of Paul’s letters (generally). Paul’s letters don’t necessarily tie 
into the other readings—the second reading provides a straight 
reading of Paul’s letter. The final reading is the Gospel. Each year 
a different Gospel is lifted up. Matthew, Mark, and Luke are given 
their own years. The Gospel of John is thrown in here and there to fill 
in the gaps throughout the three years. 

Despite having served the church well for centuries, the common 
lectionary is built on the assumption that everyone sitting in the 
pews has a very, very good understanding of the Biblical story. There 
can be enormous gaps in the story and people are expected to fill in 
those gaps with their knowledge. If this knowledge isn’t there, the 
readings can be incredibly confusing and disjointed.

Enter the Narrative Lectionary! Instead of three readings, the 
Narrative Lectionary focuses on one reading each week. This allows 
us to dig in more deeply into that reading. Each weekly reading 
is told in order with the larger story surrounding it. I assure you 

NARRATIVE LECTIONARY 
STARTING SEPTEMBER 9TH

continued on page 2
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that there is Law and Gospel in all the readings and context will no longer be an issue. It will be much 
easier to see the Bible’s story taking shape from week to week. The Fall Narrative will focus on the 
Old Testament. The Gospels are highlighted from Christmas to Easter. After Easter, we will  focus on 
the book of Acts and Paul’s letters. This is the first in a four-year cycle, so that each Gospel gets equal 
treatment. 

The opportunity to really hear the stories of the Old and New Testament in chronological order is brought 
to life in the Narrative Lectionary. They are stories I love to hear and that I love to tell. They are stories 
of faith that show God at work among God’s people. 

The truth is that as fewer people read the Bible, these stories are being lost. . . . Many people in our 
culture and in our churches no longer know the biblical stories. If they do know a few, like Noah and the 
ark or David and Goliath, they don’t know how the stories connect to the rest of the Bible. 

I would encourage you attend the Adult Forum on September 16th where I will present in more depth the 
concept and sequence of the Narrative Lectionary. In the meantime, check out the posters outside of the 
Worship Center (near the nametags) and in room 123. The posters highlight this year’s timeline. For more 
information, you can always check out the Working Preacher website: http://www.workingpreacher.
org/narrative_faqs.aspx.

I’m looking forward to making this transition with you.  I want to tell you the old, old stories and explore 
with you the God, and the faith in that God, that is revealed through them. 

Serving Christ together,
Pastor Chris

continued from page 1  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9

10:00 AM:  One Worship Service
10:45 AM:  God’s Work. Our Hands.
Noon:        Potluck Lunch

Join us for fellowship following the completion of our service projects. Trinity will provide hot dogs and 
burgers. If your last name begins with:

A - E: please bring a dessert
F - R: please bring a pasta or potato side dish
S - Z: please bring a green, fruit or vegetable salad

We need volunteers to help out in the kitchen and help with clean up. Please contact Leslie Steinmeyer, 
lsteinmeyer@tlc-stl.org. Thank you!
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What comes to your mind as you hear the term “Pastoral Care?”

Many would say that, with a name like that, it must be something that only Pastors do or something 
only Stephen Ministers do. That is an understandable conclusion, but it is also an inadequate conclusion. 
We, as in Sandi Thorp, Staff, Church Council, and I, are working to find a more accurate definition of 
Pastoral Care—a definition that encompasses the care and support we should have for each other in a 
congregational caring ministry. An expression that is meant to bring increasing wholeness to the Body of 
Christ here in our midst. I mean, there is a big sign we walk under every Sunday stating, “You Matter to 
God, You Matter to Us,” right?

With this in mind, a different approach to care ministry is beginning. The new direction for Caring 
Ministry will be the responsibility of ALL Trinity members. Yes, that’s right. YOU are a care minister. 
Congratulations! Don’t worry. You will be great at this—you are probably already serving Christ this way 
in your daily life. In fact, you have already been commissioned as a care minister and are expected to do 
so in your Affirmation of Baptism/Confirmation (ELW pg. 236).

With this change, Sandi’s staff position for Congregation Care will end on August 31. I can’t thank Sandi 
enough for the care and conversations she has led fellow parishioners through with a Christ-like mind 
and heart these past years. I am so grateful for the way Sandi has offered up her God-given, caring gifts 
in our midst. And just to give a bit of perspective, her position is being picked up by 571 of us! I pray 
God works though all of us as he has through Sandi. When you get a chance, please thank Sandi for her 
ministry!  

So, what does this mean?

It means that here at Trinity we take Luther’s doctrine of the “Priesthood of All Believers” seriously, and 
each member should be and is a care minister. Each member is responsible for ministering to the needs 
of our fellow members. When you become aware of a need for Caring Ministry to one of our members, you 
should reach out to them, and then contact Becca Pecher, Office Manager, who will coordinate with me, 
staff, Stephen Ministry, you, and other members to provide the follow-up phone calls, visits, meals, or 
other care needed. I have faith that we, you and I, will make our best efforts to ensure that our members’ 
needs are met. In that wonderful analogy in 1 Corinthians 12 of the Church being likened to the human 
body, Paul sets out the foundational principle of care ministry:

“But God has combined the members of the body. . . so that there should be no division in the 
body but that its parts should have equal concern for each other.” (1 Corinthians12:24-25)

The Caring Ministry is the privilege and responsibility of every member of the Body of Christ. 

So what comes to your mind as you hear the term, “Pastoral Care?” I hope and pray you hear God 
whispering in your ear, “You, you care for them,” or perhaps hear the great hymn, “Here I Am, Lord” 
(ELW #574) sweetly playing in your heart and mind.

Blessings on your Christian care of your neighbors. Please stop by my office or get a hold of me if you have 
any questions or concerns.

Serving Christ together,
Pastor Chris

PASTORAL CARE
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STEWARDSHIP
STEWARDSHIP OF OUR WORK LIFE

And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through him.  Colossians 3:17

The priesthood of all believers has been characterized as Martin Luther’s most underappreciated 
theological insight. Simply put, Luther observed that God calls all Christians -- not just pastors -- to lives 
of holiness. Every one of us, not just priests, accomplishes God’s holy work, regardless of what we do for 
work, whether employed or working at home. 

It’s a simple idea, and one that certainly elevates our “job” to a new status, but it can be hard to live out. 
Here are some tips:

Think disciple: You may know to be a disciple in church, but prayerfully imagine how you can be a 
follower of Jesus at work, too!

Think excellence: There’s satisfaction in doing your best. Knowing that your work is holy can provide 
not only incentive but also a satisfaction boost. 

Think relationship: They’re not just your coworkers, they’re also the neighbors whom Christ commands 
us to serve and to love as ourselves. 

Think service: Every workplace holds challenges for your employer, coworkers and customers. How can 
your experience and gifts help? 

Think priest: You are called to be a holy person 24/7. How does this awareness invite you to change your 
behavior and attitude toward your work? 

We spend so much of our lives in our jobs, we can’t park our faith at the door. Instead, we bring the light 
of Christ to the workplace as holy people of God’s reign! 

--Rob Blezard

Copyright © 2018, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Pastor Blezard serves as an assistant to the bishop of the Lower 
Susquehanna Synod and also works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org.
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ENDOWMENT FUND
ALL ABOUT DEFERRED GIFTS

In our last publication we talked about Present Gifts which 
are the simplest way to make gifts to Trinity’s Endowment 
Fund. This article will introduce you to Deferred Gifts 
which makes it possible to arrange gifts now with the gift 
going to Trinity in the future. 

A Few Examples of Deferred Gifts:

1. Will Bequests
2. Life Insurance (deductibility depends on the arrangement)
3. Charitable Gift Annuity (a very popular gift by many charities)
4. Charitable Remainder Trusts (lawyer involved)

a.  CRIT (Charitable Remainder Income Trust)
b.  CRAT (Charitable Remainder Annuity Trust - more flexible than a Gift Annuity)
c.  CRUT (Charitable Remainder Unitrust – donor picks the income amount)
d.  Lead Trust (donor loans the gift to the charity who returns it to the donor later)

5. Donor Advised Funds (donor picks the beneficiaries who share the gift)
6. Memorial Gifts

As you can tell, some of the Deferred Gifts can be more complex, but are frequently used 
in Estate Planning. They can be very helpful in providing income or lump sum payments 
to family members or others during their lifetime or as estate beneficiaries. Deferred Gifts 
make it possible for both the donor and the charity to receive a benefit. In short, it can be 
a win/win opportunity for both. This is a reason these gifts are frequently used to provide 
a charitable legacy as well as a benefit to the donor or loved ones, and often make up the 
largest contributions to endowments. 

Planning a benefit for others as well as the donor can be a strong incentive for making 
charitable gifts. Ultimately a charitable gift must include the type of gift that responds to 
the motives of the donor.

Thanks to all who made 2018 gifts to Trinity’s Endowment.

If you have any comments or questions, please contact Jeff Haeferkamp, jeff.haferkamp@gmail.com or 
314.795.9649, or any Endowment Committee member.



6

JULY COUNCIL MINUTES
Date:  July 15, 2018

Attendees:  Ron Jones, Steve Paquette, Richard Leimgruber, Pastor Paul Bauermeister, Nancy
Buffum, Becky Luethy, Mike Sharitz, Andrew Sobey, Kim Stewart, Pastor Chris Naig, Amy
Jones, Morris Larson

Ron called the meeting to order at 6:35 PM. He presented the agenda and the list of staff and
team reports. Pastor Chris led with an opening devotion.

Members’ Comments:  Members continue to express glowing comments regarding the music
performed by Brian Parrish and Jonathan Owen at both the 9:00 and 11:15 AM services.

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Chris has been busy with hospital visits and funeral services. He and
Sandi Thorp (Congregational Care staff member) have been discussing over the past few months
the future direction of Trinity’s Caring Ministry. Pastor Chris and Sandi jointly concluded that
Sandi’s job description no longer matches Trinity’s current needs in Caring Ministry. Therefore,
Sandi’s staff position for Congregation Care will end on August 31. The Council sincerely
appreciates the caring and faithful service Sandi has provided in Congregational Care during her
tenure. The new direction for Caring Ministry will be the responsibility of ALL Trinity
members. As we take the doctrine of the “Priesthood of All Believers” seriously, each member
should be and is a Care Minister. Each member should be responsible for ministering to the needs
of our fellow members. When we become aware of a need for Caring Ministry to one of our members,
we should contact Becca Pecher, Office Manager, who will coordinate with staff and members to
provide the follow up phone calls, visits, meals, or other care to be provided to those in need.
We must make our best efforts to ensure that our members’ needs are met.

Treasurer’s Report:  Steve reported that members’ donations in June were $11,000 better than
Budget, and net income was $15,000 better than Budget. Year-to date net income is $26,000
favorable to Budget. The transition of the bookkeeper role from Kelly Sturm to Julie Hurley has
begun and is going well. The audit committee is beginning the agreed-upon procedures review
related to the 2017 financial statements.

Discussion of reports received from Staff and Teams:

Children’s Ministries:  Vacation Bible School will be held from July 16-20 with 100
students registered. An additional 25 youth and 20 adults will serve as volunteers in the
Rolling River Rampage. A group of 21 youth and adults will leave July 21 on the weeklong
Lantern Hill trip to Ensenada, Mexico.

Missional Service:  Missional Service team minutes are included on the Trinity web
page. Kathy Gaal reported that Gateway 180 experienced a fraud related to its
transportation account. Trinity provides to Gateway the funds needed for bus or cab
transportation for Gateway constituents to attend vital job interviews or other visits
necessary for them to get re-established. A Gateway resident was able to circumvent the controls 
around that transportation account and got the use of about $3,000 of cab rides
not approved by Gateway. The executive director of Gateway detected this fraudulent
activity and has suspended this transportation account until adequate financial controls
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JULY COUNCIL MINUTES
are implemented. The executive director of Gateway has apologized to Kathy for this
occurrence and is committed to implementing improved controls. Following discussion
of this matter, Council decided that Trinity will continue to provide financial support if
adequate controls are implemented. Council also decided that Trinity will not press
charges against the perpetrator of this fraud, since restitution is unlikely and the
perpetrator has moved out of the St. Louis area.

Operation Services Committee (OSC):  Mike Sharitz described in detail the status of
the analysis of our roofing issues. We have contacted the manufacturer of the slanted
roof above the sanctuary regarding repairs for water leaks that should be covered under
that roof’s warranty, which ends in about one year. At the June Council meeting, Mike
reported one roofer’s estimate for a foam-based roof for the flat roof over the sanctuary,
second floor classrooms and gym in the range of $150,000-175,000. That roofer believed
we could be facing major roof problems within a year. A second roofer (Lakeside
Roofing, who has worked on Trinity’s roof for 20 years) has provided an evaluation that,
with some repairs totaling less than $15,000, Trinity’s flat roof should last another 5 to 7
years. Further evaluation by OSC is needed before a recommendation can be made. To
assist in this evaluation, a thermal imaging analysis (at a cost of about $3,500) would
help determine the extent of leak damage to the current roof and an estimate of its
remaining useful life. After much discussion, Council approved the spending of up to
$20,000 for the thermal imaging analysis and, if justified by the analysis, the repairs
recommended by Lakeside Roofing. Such cost will be paid out of the Council
Discretionary fund. Carol Bentley has provided lists for repairs or upgrades to the
Preschool, which will be addressed.

Other written staff and committee reports were reviewed with no additional discussion.

Recommendation for Repurposing Certain Dedicated Fund Accounts:  After discussion
regarding various Trinity “dedicated fund accounts” (that is, monies contributed over the years
for various special purposes), Council approved the following amendment to a previously
established Council policy:

Dedicated funds that are inactive and unspent at year-end following the year in which
these funds were donated shall be reported by the Treasurer to the Council annually, at
which time the Council may repurpose those funds to the “Council discretionary fund,”
or other discretionary fund(s), as appropriate.

Following that policy, Council approved the repurposing of the following funds:
 ● Three funds totaling $2,941 to funds under the control of the Mission Team.
 ● A fund totaling $4,955 to the “One of Our Own” fund.
 ● A fund totaling $22,678 to the Council Discretionary fund.

Private Session:  The Council met privately to discuss possible candidates to serve as the three
lay leaders and one staff member of the long-range planning committee. Additional discussion
will occur at the August 19 Council meeting.

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM.
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AUGUST COUNCIL MINUTES
Date:  August 19, 2018 

Attendees: Ron Jones, Christie Tietjen, Steve Paquette, Richard Leimgruber, Pastor Paul Bauermeister, 
Nancy Buffum, Becky Luethy, Claudia Pico, Mike Sharitz (by phone), Elisa Thelen, Pastor Chris Naig, 
Dave Luethy

Ron called the meeting to order at 6:35 PM. He presented the agenda and the list of staff and team 
reports. Pastor Chris led with an opening prayer. 

Stewardship Program Plan:  Dave Luethy, chairman of the Stewardship Committee, described 
the overall plan for the stewardship program. The Committee began meeting in April to consider new 
approaches. They are recommending that stewardship be considered a year-long activity, rather than a 
once-a-year pledge campaign. Stewardship should be celebrated all year. Thank you notices have already 
been included each Sunday on the sanctuary screens prior to church services to recognize and celebrate 
how our members’ contributions allow various ministry programs to exist at Trinity. The Committee 
recommends that this year’s pledge cards be revised to indicate what percentage of his/her income each 
member plans to give (rather than a specific dollar amount). This change will allow members to focus 
on the concept of generous giving as a spiritual discipline in our relationship with God. The spiritual 
discipline is that our financial contribution to Trinity should be thought of as a percentage of the many 
gifts with which He has blessed us. The Council unanimously endorsed the Committee’s recommendation 
for the stewardship program. The stewardship program will be shared in more detail in an upcoming 
Adult Forum presentation.     

Pastor’s Report:  July was a busy month, with Vacation Bible School and the Lantern Hill mission trip.
There were two funerals, along with several hospital or home visits to those in need. The planning for 
confirmation classes is completed, with classes to be held on Monday evenings. The Bible study classes 
will resume on September 6 and will be held on each Thursday at 10:00 AM. The September Trinitell will 
include an article describing the Narrative Lectionary (that is, the preaching texts of the Bible) planned 
for church services for the next year. Pastor Chris will discuss the Narrative Lectionary in greater detail 
between services at the September 16 Adult Forum meeting in room 123.

Treasurer’s Report:  Steve reported that receipts in July were $15,000 better than budget, while 
expenses (principally heating and cooling maintenance) were $13,000 over budget. As a result, net income 
for the month was $2,000 better than budget. Year-to date net income less debt payment is $31,000 
favorable to budget.  

Discussion of reports received from Staff and Teams: 

Children’s Ministries:  Vacation Bible School and the week-long Lantern Hill mission trip to 
Ensenada, Mexico were huge successes. Preparations are underway for Sunday School classes 
beginning September 23 and confirmation class beginning October 1. Fall Open Gym will be held 
Sunday afternoons from 1:00-3:00 PM on September 30, October 21, and November 18.

Music Ministry:  Choir rehearsals will resume on Wednesday evening from 7:00 to 8:30 pm 
beginning August 22, preparing for the September 9 service at 10:00 AM.

Preschool:  A total of 145 children are enrolled for Preschool beginning September 4.



9

Operation Services Committee (OSC):  The manufacturer of the slanted roof above the 
sanctuary inspected the roof under the warranty agreement. We are waiting to hear what repairs 
for water leaks will be approved under that roof’s warranty, which ends in about one year. A 
thermal imaging analysis is being scheduled to determine the extent of leak damage to the flat 
roof and an estimate of its remaining useful life. New windows and frames will be installed in 
the Parish Hall to replace the colored glass and improve the lighting at a cost of roughly $12,000.  
Such cost will be paid out of a designated fund for Preschool use.   

Other written staff and committee reports were reviewed with no additional discussion. 

Private Session:  The Council met privately to discuss possible candidates to serve as the three lay 
leaders and one staff member of the long-range planning committee. There were no Trinity members who 
volunteered to be considered for this committee.

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM.

AUGUST COUNCIL MINUTES

Trinity’s high school youth Sunday night Sundaes and Games!

JOIN THE TRINITY CHOIR
Join the Trintiy Choir! We are a fun group who 
loves to sing together. We are eager to grow in 
numbers and volume. Anyone who loves to sing 
is welcome in the choir. No special skills are 
required.

The choir practices on Wednesday nights from 
7:00 to 8:30 PM, and we sing at the 9:00 AM 
service.

For more information or to let us know you’re 
coming, contact Brian Parrish, Director of Music 
Ministries at bparrish0503@gmail.com.

Lantern Hill students with their new school uniforms 
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ADULT FORUM
SEPTEMBER ADULT FORUM

September 2:  No Adult Forum—Labor Day Weekend

September 9:  No Adult Forum—God’s Work. Our Hands. Service Sunday and Potluck Lunch
We have put together 5 different service projects which can be done by all ages: building picnic tables, 
making soup in a jar, assembling hygiene bags for the homeless, stuffing & sewing pillows, tying fleece 
blankets. The service projects will be located in the gym, room 123, Atrium and Parish Hall. Come help 
out with one project or all 5. 

We will also be distributing our new Trinity T-shirts! Everyone is invited to pick up a t-shirt. If you 
would like to cover the cost of your shirt, the suggested donation is $10 per shirt. Please make your check 
payable to “Trinity” and write “t-shirt” in the memo line. 

At noon, we will be gathering together for a Potluck Lunch and Fellowship. Trinity will provide hot dogs 
and burgers. If your last name begins with: A - E: please bring a dessert; F - R: please bring a pasta or 
potato side dish; S - Z: please bring a green, fruit or vegetable salad.

September 16:  What is the Narrative Lectionary?
Speaker:  Pastor Christopher Naig. On September 9, we starting using the Narrative Lectionary 
during our Worship services. Instead of three readings, the Narrative Lectionary focuses on one reading 
each week. This allows us to dig in more deeply into that reading. Come learn more about the Narrative 
Lectionary, this year’s timeline, and what to expect on Sundays.

September 23:  Lutheran Campus Ministry
Speaker:  Pastor Rebecca Boardman. Pastor Rebecca leads Lutheran Campus Ministry in St. Louis 
reaching out to both undergrad and graduate students at Washington University, St. Louis University 
and the University of Missouri, St. Louis. Come learn more about Pastor Boardman and her outreach 
ministry to area college students through Lutheran Campus Ministry.

September 30:  Strengthening the Safety Net to Increase Economic Mobility
Speaker:  Amy Blouin. Amy Blouin is the Founder and Executive Director of the Missouri Budget Project. 
The Missouri Budget Project works to improve the quality of life for all Missourians by informing public policy 
decisions through objective research and analysis of state budget, health, tax and economic issues. Amy holds a 
master’s degree from Saint Louis University and a bachelor of arts degree in political science from Loras College 
in Dubuque, Iowa. Prior to earning her master’s degree, Amy spent time working with the Iowa Department of 
Economic Development, European Office in Frankfurt, Germany; volunteered in Central America and southern 
Texas with refugees. She has clinical experience working with abused children.

Join us for a discussion of the struggle families living in poverty face in Missouri. We will discuss how the state 
and federal safety net can help families to overcome income inequality, changes in public policy which could 
impact the safety net system, and how you can make a difference in helping to shape the safety net debate. 
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PLUG IN - GET INVOLVED

We have put together 5 different service projects which can be done by all ages:

STARTING AT 10:45 AM

Parish Hall
Building Picnic Tables

Gym
Making Soup in a Jar
Stuffing & Sewing Pillows

Atrium
Assembling Hygiene Bags

Room 123
Tying Fleece Blankets

NEW TRINITY T-SHIRTS

On September 9, we will be distributing our new Trinity T-shirts! Everyone is invited to pick up a t-shirt. 
If you would like to cover the cost of your shirt, the suggested donation is $10 per shirt. Please make your 
check payable to “Trinity” and write “t-shirt” in the memo line. Thank you!

NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED
VOLUNTEERS OF ALL AGES ARE NEEDED

Everyone is invited to participate. We have a lot to accomplish in a short amount of time. Many hands 
make light work. Please plan to come worship with us at 10:00 AM and stay to help out with the service 
projects. We will conclude with a Potluck Lunch at Noon. Thank you!
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CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY
Amy Jones

ibamywinter@gmail.com

RALLY DAY
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
watch your email for more details

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES START ON 
SEPTEMBER 23

CONFIRMATION
 ● Parents Meeting on Monday, September 24 at 7:00 PM in room 123
 ● Confirmation Classes start on Monday, October 1 at 7:00 pm in 

room 123
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LANTERN HILL MISSION TRIP
It was “God’s Work in Action” and it all started at 4:00 AM on Saturday July 21 – Trinity was bound for 
Baja California Mexico . . .  Canon Buenavista . . . Lantern Hill.

21 people, ALL fresh off the 
duties of VBS week, stood at 
the Southwest Ticket counter 
in matching t-shirts, with cups 
of  steaming coffee, boarding 
passes in hand and thoughts and 
prayers in their heads about this 
adventure!

The group ranged from 11 years 
old to well, let’s not nit-pick details . . . we arrived at the Lantern Hill 
building and within 6 or maybe it was 7 minutes Trinity kids and 
Lantern Hill Kids were kicking soccer balls, laughing, making new 
friends and hugging old ones. Trinity was back at Lantern Hill and 
all was good.  

All was good in so many ways . . 
.  Lantern Hill is just not a place 
or an organization that Trinity 
serves.  Lantern Hill is a place 
that also serves Trinity.  This 
friendship is a blessing, and God’s 
work IS definitely in action BOTH 
WAYS.

Yes, Trinity built two roofs, filled 40 baskets with food for families 
and worked with the kids learning, BUT Lantern Hill taught us how 
to laugh (more), how to make what you have work and how to spread 
your wings and fly when given the chance!
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TRINITY PRESCHOOL
Carol Bentley

cbentley@tlc-stl.org

PRESCHOOL NEWS
This fall, Trinity Preschool enters its 61st year of providing an outreach 
program to the community through our Christian preschool. At our school, 
children are able to participate in developmentally appropriate activities 
where they experience and hear daily of Jesus’ love for them. Trinity 
members can proudly invite neighbors and friends to consider enrolling 
their child in our preschool.  

We have a talented and caring staff who love children and serve God through the preschool. The lead 
teachers are Lisa Atkins, Christy Cole, Karen Del Rio, Kim Dolson, Stacey Drake, Katie Findley, Beth 
Henderson, Jenny Lindahl, Kelly McKittrick, Amy Ribble and Jessica Schellman. Assistant and Lunch 
Bunch teachers are Sue Becker, Anne Durfee, Jane Howren, Michelle Klein, Aimee Lin, Brenda Morey, 
Vicki Nilsen, Bree Phillips, Jennifer Sykes and Dolly Streeter. It is going to be a wonderful year. We 
thank God for the preschool staff and their dedicated service.  

I am proud to announce that enrollment for the 2018-19 school year is over 140 children. We have just a 
few spots remaining and are also accepting names for our waiting list for those classes that are currently 
full. Please refer your neighbors and friends to our quality Christian preschool. For more information, call 
the preschool office at 636.227.5720.

TRINITY PRESCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND
There are many families who would like to have the opportunity to send their child/children to a Christian 
preschool like ours but are unable due to financial reasons. Here is an opportunity for us to help those in 
need right in our community. If you are interested in making a donation (of any amount), please contact 
Carol Bentley. We will use this money to help offset the cost of preschool for those in need. The average 
yearly tuition fee is about $1,500 a year. I have three families currently seeking help. Thank you for your 
support!

COME PLAY WITH US
Come share your talents with the children at Trinity Preschool. If you have a talent that you are willing 
to share, such as playing a musical instrument, storytelling, gardening, cooking, etc. . . we would love to 
have you share your talent with us! Just give Carol Bentley a call at 636.227.5720.

We will need help this year with our Fall Festival on October 11th from 5:00 to 7:00 PM and at our Spring 
Social on April 11th from 5:00 to 7:00 PM. We would love to have your help—it is always lots of fun!  

Carol Bentley
Preschool Director
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PLUG IN - GET INVOLVED
GATEWAY ACTION TEAM NEWS
Be the Hands and Feet of Christ
Volunteer at Gateway 180—No Experience Necessary 

We are in need of volunteers to assist with the monthly dinners 
and activities for the residents at Gateway 180. Gateway 180 is a 
valuable resource for women, children and families experiencing 
homelessness. They provide safe, nurturing emergency shelter 
and offer supportive housing programs that empower adults and 
families to become independent and permanently housed. 
  
Our next three dinners are scheduled for:

 ● Saturday, September 15
 ● Saturday, October 20
 ● Saturday, November 17

It’s easy to volunteer! Volunteers typically meet at Trinity at 2:30/3:00 PM to prepare a simple meal. 
We then carpool to Gateway and serve the meal by 5:00 PM (exact meeting times will be communicated 
in a follow-up email once the menu is finalized). Following dinner, we participate in a short activity with 
the residents (playtime/crafts with the children and bingo with the adults). We are usually back at Trinity 
by 7:30 PM. No experience is necessary! Our team will provide all the assistance you will need to 
contribute and feel comfortable. 

If you can give a few hours of your time to this worthwhile mission, please add your name to the 
sign-up sheet in the Missions Room next to the atrium area, or better yet, contact Ken Hardebeck 
at lhardebeck@aol.com or 314.605.4970 for more information. If you sign up, more details will be 
forthcoming via email. Dinners at Gateway are typically scheduled for the 3rd Saturday of each month.   

GATEWAY180 WINE TASTING 
AT VOM FASS

Friday, September 21
5:00 to 7:30 PM 

Come join us on September 21st from 5:00 to 7:30 
PM for this fun event! For just a $20 donation, join 
us for an exclusive wine tasting also featuring all 
of the liqueurs, whiskeys, brandys, olive oils, and 
balsamic vinegars that Vom Fass has to offer.

Can't make the tasting at that time? Vom Fass will also be donating 10% of the sales from the day to 
Gateway 180. We can't wait to see you there! 

Vom Fass, 7314 Manchester Road, Maplewood, MO 63143
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SEPTEMBER TRINITY 

BOOK GROUP
Monday, September 24 at 11:30 AM

Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage 
Murders and the Birth of the FBI

by David Grann

Members of the Osage Indian Nation in Oklahoma 
were the richest people per capita in the 1920’s due 
to oil being discovered beneath their land. They 
built mansions and sent their children to Europe 
to study. Then they began to be killed off. Mollie 
Burkhart watched as her family was murdered 
and more Osage began to die under mysterious 
circumstances. In this last remnant of the Wild 
West, virtually anyone who dared to investigate 
the killings were themselves murdered. The newly 
created FBI took up the case in what became 
one of the organization’s first major homicide 
investigations. But the bureau was notoriously 
corrupt and initially bungled the case. Young 
director, J. Edgar Hoover, turned to former Texas 
Ranger Tom White to solve the case. White put 
together an undercover team and infiltrated the 
region. Together with the Osage, they began to 
expose one of the most sinister conspiracies in 
American history.

All are welcome to bring their lunch and join our 
lively discussions.

Reading ahead:

The President is Missing
by Bill Clinton and James Patterson

October 22 at 11:30 AM

Questions? Call Karen Johnson at 314.275.9905.

SIGN UP NOW FOR
FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN

      
 Sunday, October 14

1:00 to 3:15 PM.
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

327 Woods Mill Road

Trinity is once again partnering with Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church in support of the 
“FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN Mobilepack.”

Last year, Trinity members helped with packing 
enough food for 2,236 children for a year. This 
year, the goal is to pack enough food to feed 2,330 
children! This year’s pack is on October 10-14th.

Trinity has reserved 20 openings for people to 
sign up to join in this lifesaving (and fun!) event.  
Trinity’s time is Sunday, October 14th from 1:00 
to 3:15 PM. A sign-up poster will be available 
in the Atrium starting September 2. For more 
information, contact Peggy Beljan Schaefer at 
pbschaefer@sbcglobal.net.
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DONATIONS NEEDED
• Dinner Helpers
• Canned Pasta
• Pasta Sauce
• Canned Vegetables

• Cereal
• Deodorant
• Lose Dose Aspirin
• Size 5 or 6 Diapers

Donations may be placed in the Circle 
of Concern bin in the Missions Room.

Circle of Concern feeds the hungry and provides 
assistance to low-income families living in west St. 
Louis County.

GRIEFSHARE MEETINGS
Beginning September 11

6:30-8:00 PM
St. Mark Presbyterian Church

601 Claymont Drive
Ballwin, MO 63011

GriefShare is a grief recovery support group where 
you can find help and healing for the hurt of losing 
a loved one. GriefShare meetings will be held 
beginning on Tuesday, September 11 from 6:30-
8:00 PM. For more information, contact St. Mark 
Presbyterian Church at 636.394.2233.

OPEN GYM AT TRINITY
Sundays, September 30, 

October 21 & November 18
1:00 PM to 3:00 PM

Trinity’s gym will be “open” to Trinity youth and 
their friends! Come shoot hoops, play volleyball or 
just hang out in the gym and listen to music.

There is NO cost for this—bring your own water 
bottle and enjoy!

All youth 6th through 12th grade are welcome!
Adult supervision will be present.

BREAD DOUGHNATION 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Want a Heart-warming Adventure? Bring some 
much-needed bread to those who will appreciate 
it. We have a new chart in the Atrium where you 
can sign up to help pick up bread and deliver it on 
Saturday morning, fulfilling our promise to put this 
leftover supply to good use. Include your children, 
and let them experience the joy of helping others. 
Trinity members serve five separate congregations/
facilities with this surplus bread and pastry, 
and they really look forward to receiving this 
contribution.  

Contact Morris Larson, mlarson@tlc-stl.org for 
more information.
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MEALS DO 

MATTER
The Meals Do Matter 
freezers have very 
few packaged dinners 
in them. Our team is 
currently stretched a 
bit thin. 

Volunteer for a Cooking Session
We are looking for someone or a group to do a cook 
session. It really is not that complicated, especially 
if you only make one meal recipe. Everything you 
or your small group needs is on our website, www.
MealsDoMatter.org . . . the meals, the recipes, 
the layout for packaging. Just choose a meal that 
interests you or contact Christie Tietjen and she 
can help you choose. Christie can also help you with 
containers, bags and any questions. Becca Pecher, 
in the church office, can help with printing labels, 
prayer and RSVP cards. Just let her know what 
you need.

Join Our Team
We are also looking for some more members of the 
Meals Do Matter team. We are a fun group that 
does not have a lot of meetings! There are lots of 
ways new members can help! Contact Christie 
Tietjen at Christie.tietjen@Experitec.com or 
314.443.8035 if you are interested.

PLEASE LOCK 
YOUR

CAR DOORS 
Our friends at Christ, 
Prince of Peace Catholic 
Church have recently 
experienced car break-
ins. Don’t let your guard 
down just because you’re 
at church. Crime can 

happen anywhere. A little planning may prevent 
such events from occurring here at Trinity.

 ● Lock your doors and keep windows rolled up, 
whenever possible.

 ● Keep packages and valuables out of sight in 
your vehicle—either under a seat, in a glove 
box or in the trunk.

 ● Criminals walk through parking lots looking 
for easy opportunities, such as vehicles with 
unlocked doors or packages and valuables in 
plain sight. Before leaving your vehicle, take a 
second to double-check that your car is not an 
easy target.

Remember, without
opportunity, there is no crime!

FUNERAL WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED
Whenever we have a funeral here at Trinity, we rely on volunteers to help greet visitors and serve as 
ushers and chalice bearers during the funeral service. We are looking for more volunteers to help out 
when funeral services occur at Trinity. If you would like to add your name to our volunteer list, please 
contact Margie Belleville at petebell541@hotmail.com. No experience is necessary. Thank you!
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NEW BREAKFAST MISSION AT
NEW LIFE EVANGELISTIC 

CENTER
The TOWS Team is now providing breakfast to the 
homeless on the last Saturday of each month. 

Our next breakfast is scheduled for 
September 29.

Please meet at Trinity at 7:45 AM and we will 
carpool to downtown St. Louis. If you are interested 
in helping with this mission, please contact Denise 
Jadali at djadali@yahoo.com or 314.749.4500. 
Thank you!

BREAKFAST ITEMS FOR TOWS
 ● Breakfast Bars
 ● Protein Bars
 ● Granola Bars

 ● Single Serving 
Juices

 ● Water Bottles

Donations may be placed in the Charity 
of the Month bin in the Missions Room

HELP PROVIDE BIBLES TO
TRINITY PRESCHOOL STUDENTS

During the month of September, we will be collecting donations so that 
children’s bibles can be purchased for Trinity Preschool. Our goal is to 
purchase a bible for each new student.   

The suggested donation is $10 per bible. Please make your check payable to 
“Trinity” and write “bible” in the memo line. Thank you!

Trinity will be providing breakfast on the last 
Saturday of the month to members of the homeless 
community downtown, after which the New Life 
Evangelistic Center will pass out clothing, hygiene 
kits and bus passes. 
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CURRENT SMALL GROUPS

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
7 PM
Stephen 
Ministry 
Meeting

Location varies
1x per month

Betty Forde
314.809.2477
bforde9696@
sbcglobal.net 

8:30 AM 
Gateway 
Brown Bag 
Group

Good Shepherd
2nd Monday of 
the Month

Kathy Gaal
314.540.2690
kgaal@
sbcglobal.net

7:00 AM
Men’s Bible 
Study

Room 123
Weekly  

Gene Kerr
636.265.2776
GKerr@aol.com

10:00 AM Bible 
Study led by 
Pastor Chris
Room 123 
Weekly

Pastor Chris
636.227.5432

9:00 AM
MOPS
(Mothers of 
Preschoolers)

2x per month
Dates Vary

Elaina Piccoli
314.496.0119
elaina.piccoli@
gmail.com

3:00 PM
Gateway 180
  
Meal & Activity
3rd Saturday
of the Month 

Ken 
Hardebeck @ 
636.391.7130 
lhardebeck@aol.
com

11:30 AM
Book Group

Room 123 
4th Monday of 
the Month 

Karen 
Johnson
314.275.9905
mrsDRJx5@
gmailcom

10:00 AM
Women’s 
Small Group

Upper Room
1st & 3rd 
Wednesday of 
the Month
Sept. to May

Kim Stewart
636.391.8807
JGalenS@aol.
com

7:00 AM
Men’s Bible 
Study

Room 123 
Weekly
Oct. to May

Larry Lemke
314.307.4363
lalemke@
sbcglobal.net

7:45 AM
TOWS
  
Serve Breakfast 
to the Homeless
Last Saturday
of the Month 

Denise Jadali
at 314.749.4500  
or djadali@
yahoo.com 

7:00 PM
Itch to Stitch 

Upper Room
2nd and 4th 
Monday of the 
Month

Sandi Thorp
314.322.6009
skipsandi@
sbcglobal.net

7:00 PM
Parish Choir

Room 261
Weekly
Sept. to May

Brian Parrish
314.707.1043
bparrish0503@
gmail.com

1:00 PM
Christ Care 
Group

Room 123
1st & 3rd 
Thursday of 
the Month

Lynn Sapp
314.540.2634
jksapp@
charter.net

1:00 PM
3rd  Wednesday
Irmscher 
Small Group

Pat Irmscher
636.230.5937
patcatless@aol.
com

6:45 PM
Thursday 
Night Small
Group 

Room 123 
every other 
Week

Sandi Thorp
314.322.6009  
skipsandi@
sbcglobal.net

If you are interested in joining a small 
group, please call or email the contact 
person listed above.
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Please pray for…Alex & Talia, Amanda, Ameenah S, Anne, Arjun Mapari, Bill, blessings on new training 
class of Stephen Ministers, Bob, Bob & Cara, Bob Banas, Breckyn, calmness for those with lots on their mind, 
Cam, Char Clark, Charlie, children preparing for school, Cindy, Dan, Daniel, Deepthika, Don, Doug, Dustin, 
Elena Ubben, Emily, Emily & Donovan Hill, Emma W, happy transitions for school, Heather and Aly, Irene D, 
Jaison, John & Margie Bosman, Julie, Laura & Kris Kueker, Lee Anne, Lucille Niklason, Marian, Mary, Maura, 
Max, Michelle, Molly, Nick, our country, leaders and world leaders for peace, peace & love in the world, people 
with mental illness, refugees, Ron Johnson, safe travels, Sean Lappin, Shickoh Jadali, students and teachers, Sue 
Bahle, Susan Colbert, the poor, those who are homeless, those who are living with mental illness or addictions, 
Tommy Janicik, Tyler, victims of addiction & violence, victims of natural disasters, victims of war

Those in need of healing…Amanda Bentley, Audrey Melton, Bella A, Bob Lee, Clarence Seckel, Dick G, Dick 
Johnson, Ed Harrow, Gilda Jones, Irene D, Janet A, Jerry Spector, Jessica Tietjen, Joy Grace, Larry, Mindy 
Heintz Jarvis, Pat Rice Vance, Richard Leimgruber, Ruth Sprague, Samuel Scott Gahring, Trudy, Wilma

Those undergoing treatment…Drew Aufderheide, Eric Colbert, Jane, Jim Wilhite, Mary Alice, Steve Hild

Those in hospice care…Dick Eissfeldt, Gladys Larsen (mother of Cindy Anderson)

For the family and friends of…
 ● Martha, Nick & Campbell McGeehon on the death of 3 month old Everly 
 ● Bill McLaughlin (friends of Earl & Sandy Lindenberg) 
 ● Brian Stapp, who passed away leaving behind a wife and 3 children 
 ● Don Myers, who passed away on August 24 (brother of Sharon Hild)
 ● Hazel Makowski who passed away on August 19
 ● Joseph Kapusta
 ● Julia McCarthy, a sophomore at Rockwood Summit High School, who passed away on August 10
 ● LeRoy Majeski, beloved father of Betty Forde, who passed away on August 1
 ● Marty Schultz who passed away on August 12 (good friend of Clarence & Susan Seckel)
 ● Midge Hagemann (cousin of Judy Sieve)
 ● Mr. Fiore
 ● Paul Blakeley, beloved father of Dan Blakeley, who passed away on July 26
 ● Thomas Klaric Etling (cousin of Margie Belleville)

Those serving our country…Collier Gorman, Mike Antel, Seth Allison

Thanksgiving and praise for…
 ● The birth of Max Alvin Meyer on August 2, 2018! (great-grandson of Arlene Meyer)
 ● The Thelen family as Lexi became an official “Thelen” on August 8!
 ● The Thelen family for answered prayers as they close on “their” house August 23!
 ● For the baptism on August 12 of Ella & Emma Kaufman, daughters of Clay & Stacia Kaufman, twin 

granddaughters of Jerry & Arlene Spector! 
 ● Marcy Lee and Mark Papapetru on their wedding August 11! (friends of Polly Sievert)
 ● For the life and service of Hazel Makowski!
 ● For the baptism on July 29 of Norah Maupin, daughter of Jennifer Tietjen & David Maupin, granddaughter of 

Larry & Christie Tietjen!
 ● For the life and service of Senator John McCain!

To make a prayer request…
 ● Call the church office—636.227.5432
 ● Email news@tlc-stl.org or bpecher@tlc-stl.org
 ● Enter prayer requests on our website: www.YouMattertoGod.org
 ● Prayers remain on the list for two weeks and may be renewed by request.

MEMBERSHIP NEWS & UPDATES
PRAYERS FROM AUGUST 2018
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If your email address or cell phone number has changed, or if we don’t have your information, 
please let the church office know, JoinUs@tlc-stl.org or 636.227.5432.

NEW ADDRESS

Don Myers
brother of Sharon Hild

Hazel Makowski

LeRoy Majeski
father of Betty Forde

Midge Hegemann
cousin of Judy Sieve

Paul Blakeley
father of Dan Blakeley

Thomas Klaric Etling
cousin of Margie Belleville

SYMPATHY

David & Elisa Thelen
324 New Ballwin Road
Ballwin, MO 63021

Charlie & Betty Forde
275 Glasgow Drive
St. Charles, MO 63301

Umesh & Aru Mapari
2957 West Centennial Drive
Apt. 305
Littleton, CO 80123

Sarah Yochum
#1 Pratt Place
Apt. 337
Florissant, MO 63031-6561

 ● Brenda Liescheidt for her continued assistance with cemetery issues such as marking graves for 
funerals!

 ●  Ron Jones for painting yet another office space!
 ●  Fred Meyland-Smith, Ron Jones and Cindy Gesme for helping take out the dead rose bushes near the 

entrance, planting new boxwoods and watering the new shrubs!
 ●  Christine Jones for her support of our service projects for God’s Work. Our Hands. Service Sunday. 

Christine cut out fabric, sewed heart pillows, donated fleece and finished fleece blankets—all while 
her grandson was attending Trinity VBS!

 ● Emily Williams, Judy Sieve and Dorothy Norland for cutting out many, many fabric circles for God’s 
Work. Our Hands. Service Sunday!

 ●  All those who helped set up tables and chairs after church on August 5th for the big meeting the next 
day—this is a twice monthly opportunity to serve, and helpers are always appreciated!

 ●  Ron Jones for assembling a big cabinet for a preschool classroom!
 ●  Ron Jones & Jon Trettel for cleaning out the gutters in the preschool building!
 ● Kathy Gaal, Monica & Eli Naig, Claudia Pico, Becky Tidswell and Brenda Liescheidt for prepping the 

fleece blankets for God’s Work. Our Hands. Service Sunday!
 ● Ruth Hughes and Christie Tietjen for requesting Thrivent gift cards used to purchase supplies for 

God’s Work. Our Hands. Service Sunday!
 ● Everyone who has donated supplies for God’s Work. Our Hands. Service Sunday!

THANK YOU!
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Not seeing your birthday or anniversary? Please let the church office know so that we may 
update our records, JoinUs@tlc-stl.org or 636.227.5432.

Pat Irmscher 9/1
Linda Heyer 9/2
Julian Chollet 9/3
Bob Garthe 9/3
Baylee Lyerla 9/5
Maggie Lyerla 9/5
Sissy Lyerla 9/5
Owen Wolf 9/5
Clayton Fry 9/6
Evelyn Parrish 9/6
Gabriel DeLauter 9/7
Fred Meyland-Smith 9/7
Paul Ogier 9/8
Richard Salisbury 9/8
Owen Larsen 9/9
Donald Young 9/9
Margie Belleville 9/10
Clark Hall 9/10

Henry Kueker 9/10
Gabriel Bierschenk 9/12
Erv Mild 9/12
Otto Wirgau 9/14
Tammy Hinrichs 9/15
Karen Johnson 9/15
Claire Jones 9/17
Olivia Maupin 9/17
Sue Bahle (100!) 9/18
Dorothy Wilhite 9/18
Gerhild Williams 9/18
Caroline O’Neil 9/19
Jarrett Surtin 9/20
Zachary Menz 9/21
Jonathan Ellsworth 9/23
Lonna Ellsworth 9/23
Erik Johnson 9/23
Ron Wiese 9/23

Delores Wirgau 9/23
Carl Kontak 9/24
Peter Larsen 9/24
Peggy Miller 9/24
Bruce Baker 9/25
Kristen Masiel 9/25
Polly Sievert 9/25
Zachary Zambrano 9/25
Pastor Chris Naig 9/27
James Wilhite 9/27
Eric Petersen 9/28
Erik Sall 9/29
Mary Eva Horton 9/30
Ethan Maloy 9/30

UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS

UPCOMING ANNIVERSARIES
Pete & Becky Tidswell 9/3/1995
Richard & Corlyn Salisbury 9/5/1982
Charlie & Betty Forde 9/6/1996
Ron & Eunice Wiese 9/10/1955
Jerry & Glenda Partlow 9/15/1966
John & Elaine Kotovsky 9/15/1979
Steve & Monica Bierschenk 9/16/1989
John & Susan Hugery 9/16/1989

Alexander & Amy Zambrano 9/20/2003
David & Elisa Thelen 9/20/2003
Peter & Jennifer Larsen 9/20/2008
Christopher & Lori Roseman 9/21/1996
Greg & Amy Jones 9/25/1999
Paul & Sue Ogier 9/27/1980
Eric & Jill DeLauter 9/27/2003
Fred & Susan Meyland-Smith 9/28/1968

SUE BAHLE IS TURNING 100!
Trinity member Sue Bahle will be 100 years old on Tuesday, September 18, 2018! If you’d like to help 
make Sue’s birthday extra special by mailing her a birthday card, here is her address:

Sue Bahle
Willows at Brooking Park, Apt. 3308 

205 S. Woods Mill Rd. 
Chesterfield MO 63017-3416
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